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Welcome to St Michael’s this morning!  

It is very good to have you here today. 

You will see today that our seating has been rearranged.  It is now closer to 
what it was like back in March last year.  We hope this will give us more 
flexibility over the coming weeks and months.   

But many of the precautions we have followed since last September will 
continue to be in place for a while.  We are very keen to keep people safe.  So 
we ask you to wear a face covering.  We will continue to sing at the end of the 
service, outside the building.  But not whilst we are indoors.  We will continue 
to ask you to use the NHS tracing app or to leave us your contact details. 

We continue to receive communion in ‘one kind’ – the bread – and ask people 
to use hand sanitiser.   

If you are on your own or at the end of a group of people and would like 
others to keep some distance from you when they sit down, do please make 
use of one of the signs we’ve produced to put on the chair next to you, keeping 
it vacant.  People will understand. 

You are warmly invited to join us in receiving Holy Communion, if you do so in 
another Christian church. A short reminder on how to receive communion in 
these unusual times. When you stand in front of the priest, stretch out your 
hands as usual to receive the wafer, but keep your mask on. Once you have 
received communion lower your mask, consume the wafer, and then after 
replacing your mask, please sanitise your hands.  
 
God bless you. 
 

The Revd David Walsh 
Rector 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material from which is included in this 
service is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000. Scripture readings from the New Revised Standard 
Version of the Bible copyright © 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Hymns and music reproduced under CCL 76525 
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Please stand as the service begins. 
 

The presiding priest greets the people: 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

The Lord be with you 
  and also with you. 
 
 
The presiding priest welcomes people to the service and the first Advent candle is lit. 
All say together: 
 

Lord Jesus, light of the world, 
born in David’s city of Bethlehem, 
born like him to be a king: 
be born in our hearts at Christmas, 
be King of our lives today. Amen. 

 
 
A minister introduces the prayers of penitence. 

 

When the Lord comes,  
he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness, 
and will disclose the purposes of the heart. 
Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our sins. 
 

All Sing     'Wait for the Lord, whose day is near 
  Wait for the Lord, keep watch, take heart!'   (x 2) 
 

All         Most merciful God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
              we confess that we have sinned in thought and word and deed. 
 

All Sing    Wait for the Lord ... 
 

All          We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
              We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
 

All Sing    Wait for the Lord .... 
 

All         In your mercy, forgive what we have been, 
  help us to amend what we are, 
             and direct what we shall be; 
  that we may do justly, love mercy, 
  and walk humbly with you, our God. 
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All Sing    Wait for the Lord  (x 2) 
 
 
The presiding priest declares the forgiveness of our sins in the words of the absolution: 
 

Almighty God,  
who in Jesus Christ has given us a kingdom that cannot be destroyed,  
forgive you your sins, open your eyes to God's truth,  
strengthen you to do God's will  
and give you the joy of his kingdom,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 
The presiding priest introduces a brief period of silent prayer before saying the 
Opening Prayer on behalf of the congregation.  
 
 

Almighty God,  
as your kingdom dawns, 
turn us from the darkness of sin to the light of holiness, 
that we may be ready to meet you 
in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
 

Please sit 
 
 
 
 

A reading from the book of the prophet Jeremiah  (33:14-16) 
 
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfil the promise I made 
to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I 
will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute 
justice and righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be saved and 
Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: 
‘The Lord is our righteousness.’ 
 

 This is the word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God 
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All stand for the Gospel reading. 
 

  Alleluia, alleluia. 
Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight, 
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 
Alleluia. 

 

  Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
  Glory to you, O Lord.        (21:25-36)       
         

‘There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth 
distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the 
waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the 
world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see “the 
Son of Man coming in a cloud” with power and great glory. Now when these 
things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your 
redemption is drawing near.’ 

Then he told them a parable: ‘Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as 
they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already 
near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the 
kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until 
all things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will 
not pass away. 

‘Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and 
drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you 
unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the 
whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to 
escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 
                 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Please Sit 
 
 
Sermon  The Revd David Walsh 
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After the sermon all stand to say the Creed 
 

 Let us declare our faith in God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 

 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.    

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
 eternally begotten of the Father,  
 God from God, Light from Light,  
 true God from true God, begotten, not made,  
 of one Being with the Father;  
 through him all things were made.  
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  
 was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary  
 and was made man.  
 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
 he suffered death and was buried.  
 On the third day he rose again  
 in accordance with the Scriptures;  
 he ascended into heaven  
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
 and his kingdom will have no end.   

 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
 who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,  
 who has spoken through the prophets.  
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
 and the life of the world to come.  Amen.  

 
 
 
 

All sit or kneel for the Prayers of Intercession. The following response is used 
  

                  Lord, in your mercy, 
                  hear our prayer. 
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The prayers conclude: 
  

                  Merciful Father, 
                  accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 
                  our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
 
Community Slot 
 

A conversation about areas of our ministry and mission.  
 
 
 

All stand as the presiding priest introduces the Peace.  
  

  In the tender mercy of our God, 
the dayspring from on high shall break upon us, 
to give light to those who dwell in darkness  
and in the shadow of death 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 
  and also with you. 
 

  Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
   
Please exchange a sign of peace with others.   
 

 
 
Hymn 
 

Lo! He comes with clouds descending, 
Once for mortal sinners slain; 
Thousand thousand saints attending, 
Swell the triumph of His train: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Christ appears on earth to reign. 
 

Every eye shall now behold Him 
Robed in dreadful majesty; 
We who set at naught and sold Him, 
Pierced and nailed Him to the tree, 
Deeply wailing, deeply wailing, deeply wailing, 
Shall the true Messiah see. 
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The dear tokens of His passion 
Still His dazzling body bears; 
Cause of endless exultation 
To His ransomed worshippers; 
With what rapture, with what rapture, with what rapture 
Gaze we on those glorious scars! 
 

Yea, Amen! let all adore Thee, 
High on Thine eternal throne; 
Saviour, take the power and glory, 
Claim the kingdom for Thine own; 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thou shalt reign, and thou alone. 

 
 
 
Preparation of the Table 
 
The presiding priest prays over the gifts in the following words: 
 

As the grain once scattered in the fields, 
and the grapes once dispersed on the hillside 
are now reunited on this table in bread and wine, 
so, Lord, may your whole Church soon be gathered together 
from the corners of the earth 
into your kingdom. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
The presiding priest begins the Eucharistic Prayer - the great prayer of 
thanksgiving over the bread and wine that recalls all that God has done for the world.  
Please stand. 
 
Priest  The Lord be with you 
All  And also with you 
 

Priest  Lift up your hearts 
All  We lift them to the Lord 
 

Priest  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
All  It is right to give thanks and praise  
 
 



 9

It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise, 
almighty God and everlasting Father, 
through Jesus Christ your Son. 
 

For when he humbled himself to come among us in human flesh, 
he fulfilled the plan you formed before the foundation of the world 
to open for us the way of salvation. 
Confident that your promise will be fulfilled, 
we now watch for the day 
when Christ our Lord will come again in glory. 
 

And so we join our voices with angels and archangels 
and with all the company of heaven 
to proclaim your glory, for ever praising you and singing: 

 

    Holy, holy, holy is the Lord, 
    holy is the Lord God Almighty 
    holy, holy, holy is the Lord, 
    holy is the Lord God Almighty 
    who was and is and is to come, 
    holy, holy, holy is the Lord.  
 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 

In the same way, after supper  
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
 
 
 
 



 10

     Worthy, worthy, worthy is the Lord, 
     worthy is the Lord God Almighty (x2) 
     who was and is and is to come, 
     worthy, worthy, worthy is the Lord. 
 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once  
for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
 

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 
 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of Michael, Peter, Paul  
and all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever.  
 

  Glory, glory, glory to the Lord 
glory to the Lord almighty (x2) 

  Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen. 
  Glory, glory, glory to the Lord. 
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The presiding priest introduces the Lord’s Prayer.  
 

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 
                                                              

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done;  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation;  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

The presiding priest breaks the consecrated bread. 
 

  Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup 
  We proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

  Jesus, Jesus, Jesus is the Lord, 
  Jesus is the Lord God Almighty (x2) 
  who was and is and is to come, 
  Jesus, Jesus, Jesus is the Lord.  
 
 

The presiding priest invites the people to receive Communion: 
 

Jesus is the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
 

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
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In response to the invitation to feed on the Bread of Life and the Cup of Salvation all 
pray together:  
 

  Most merciful Lord, your love compels us to come in.  
Our hands were unclean, our hearts were unprepared;  
we were not fit even to eat  
the crumbs from under your table.  
But you, Lord, are the God of our salvation,  
and share your bread with sinners.  
So cleanse and feed us  
with the precious body and blood of your Son,  
that he may live in us and we in him;  
and that we, with the whole company of Christ,  
may sit and eat in your kingdom. Amen. 

 
  The body and blood of Christ, given for us all. 

 
If you wish to receive communion, please follow the guidance offered by 
wardens and stewards.  Please receive the wafer in your hands whilst still 
wearing your mask, lower your mask to consume it, and then sanitise 
your hands once your mask is back in place.   
 

 
After communion, all sit or kneel for the post-communion prayers 
 
 

O Lord our God, 
make us watchful and keep us faithful 
as we await the coming of your Son our Lord; 
that, when he shall appear, 
he may not find us sleeping in sin 
but active in his service 
and joyful in his praise; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

 

  We thank you, Lord 
  that you have fed us in this sacrament, 
  united us with Christ, 
  and given us a foretaste of the heavenly banquet 
  prepared for all peoples. Amen 
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Hymn 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel! 
Redeem thy captive Israel, 
that into exile drear is gone 
far from the face of God’s dear Son. 
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
 shall come to thee, O Israel.  
 

O come, thou Root of Jesse! Draw 
the quarry from the lion’s claw; 
from those dread caverns of the grave, 
from nether hell, thy people save. 
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel... 
 

O come, O come, thou dayspring bright! 
Pour on our souls thy healing light; 
dispel the long night’s lingering gloom, 
and pierce the shadows of the tomb. 
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel... 

 

O come, thou Lord of David’s key! 
The royal door fling wide and free; 
safeguard for us the heavenward road, 
and bar the way to death’s abode. 
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel... 

 

O come, O come, Adonai, 
who in thy glorious majesty 
from that high mountain clothed with awe 
gavest thy folk the elder law. 
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel... 

 
Latin Advent Antiphons tr. J. M. Neale (1818-66) 
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The presiding priest blesses the people and dismisses them to go out into the world 
taking the Good News of Jesus Christ to all those they meet.  
Please stand. 
 
 

The Lord be with you. 
  And also with you 

 

Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, 
scatter that darkness from before your path, 
and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always.  Amen. 

 

  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ.  Amen. 
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For your thanksgiving and prayers: 
 

Those whose birthdays fall this week: 
    28th November Helen Izzard 
    29th November Doreen Ezard 
            

In particular need this week: 
Jean Bellamy, Tony Bolton, Victoria Gascoyne, Julie Rolfe, Nicole Staniscia, 

Thelma Walsh 
 

We continue to pray for: 
Ruth Allan, Miranda Badger, Philip Evans, Sue Fishlock,  

Viv Christie, Mary Grech, Pam Hall, Karan Harris, Angela Haynes, 
Veronica Kennedy, Amy Mace, Norman Oldham, Pauline Reynolds, Pat Rogers, 
Sue Shipham, Stephen Short, Hilda Skinner, Barbara Southwell, Claire Spauwen, 

Chloe Stent, Pat Swoboday, Gary Walker 
 

For the recently departed: 
Teresa McLaren 

 
 
 

Commemoration of the departed: 
    28th November Arthur George Drage (1995) 
    29th November George Collenette (1999) 
    30th November Edith May Scouse (1973) 
       Maud Louise Murden (1978) 
       Frank Pearce (2003) 
       Frederick Charles Elwers (2009) 
    1st December Jeanie Gollard (2012) 
    3rd December Susan Groves (2010) 
       Mamie Hooper (2013) 
    4th December Eric Jackson (2017) 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 16

 
Prayer for the Kettering Deanery 

 
Monday.   Christ the King, Kettering  
(Rob Bewley, Eleanor Jeans, Patrick Kelleher) 
St Andrew, Kettering (Tom Houston) 
Tuesday.  St Mary Magdalene, Geddington (Gillian Gamble) 
St Giles Desborough; St Mary the Virgin, Brampton Ash; All Saints, Braybrooke;  
All Saints, Dingley (Hannah Jeffery,  Sophie Cowan, Neil Clarke) 
Wednesday.  St Mary the Virgin Kettering  (James Mowbray) 
St Mary the Virgin, Burton Latimer  (Jezz Safford, Roger Knight) 
Thursday.  Holy Trinity Rothwell; St Leonard, Loddington; All Saints Rushton. 
(John Westwood, Stephen Heygate, Margaret Mossman) 
St Botolph, Barton Seagrave  (Mark Lucas, Robert Bashford) 
St Andrew, Broughton & St Andrew, Cransley  (Nicki Hobbs) 
Friday.   Hospital Chaplaincy   (Neil Tyrer, Joyie Mayisiri) 
Saturday.  Parishes in vacancy:  
St John the Baptist Cranford;  St James the Apostle, Grafton Underwood;   
St John the Baptist, Slipton. 
Sunday.   Priests with Permission to Officiate:  Andrew Dutton 
 

Prayer for the wider Church 
 

28th Nov: The Porvoo Churches: St Andrew, Dunkeld and Dunblane, Porvoo 
Igreja Episcopal Anglicana do Brasil 
29th Nov: The Diocese of Idoani, The Church of Nigeria 
30th Nov: Peterborough St Paul. Vicar: Ron Watkinson 
The Diocese of Ife, The Church of Nigeria  
1st Dec: Werrington St John the Baptist with Emmanuel. Vicar: Vacant 
William Law CE Primary School. Head: Darren Epton-Smith 
The Diocese of Ife East, The Church of Nigeria 
2nd Dec: The Diocese of Ifo, The Church of Nigeria 
3rd Dec: The Diocese of IIgbomina, The Church of Nigeria  
4th Dec: Youngdungpo Church, the Reds Fabian Y Chun, Jona-Lawrence Ku 
The Diocese of Igbomina West, The Church of Nigeria 
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EVENTS THIS WEEK 
Clickable links to online meetings are on our website and in our email 
newsletter.  
All Zoom meetings can be accessed on landline phones by phoning  
0203 051 2874 for your network’s standard UK charges and using  
the meeting ID and password. 
 

Today (Sunday 28th November) 
6.00 pm. Choral Advent Procession at St Peter & St Paul 
 

Monday 29th November  
8.30 am.  Morning Prayer https://us04web.zoom.us/j/637483339   
Meeting ID: 637 483 339.  Password 025911 
10.00 – 12.00. Tea’s Up, Knees Up at St Michaels 
 

Tuesday 30th November     

8.30 am. Morning Prayer, details as for Monday 
5.00 – 6:15 pm. P&P Young Voices 
7:30 pm. Advent Study Group Session 1– ‘The Nativity’ (BBC) – on Zoom 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83157828275 
Meeting ID: 831 5782 8275 Passcode: 619220 
 

Wednesday 1st December 
8.30 am.  Morning Prayer details as for Monday 
10.00 – 11:30 Songs and Stories in the Parish Hall 
 

Thursday 2nd December 
8.30 am.  Morning Prayer details as for Monday 
3.00 – 5.00 pm. Soup Kitchen outside the Parish Hall 
 

Friday 3rd December 
8.30 am.  Morning Prayer details as for Monday 
 

Saturday 4th December 
No Morning Prayer. 
 

Sunday 5th December 
No Morning Prayer.  
9.00 am. Holy Eucharist at St Michael and All Angels 
10.30 am. Holy Eucharist at St Peter and St Paul and Online at 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/848762008:   
Meeting ID: 848 762 008      Password 438076.   
Or simply to view, go to our Facebook page 
 
 


