
The magazine for the parish of   

Ss Peter & Paul, with 

St Michael and All Angels, Kettering  



2 



3 

From Your Rector 
David writes: 
 

In less than a fortnight we will be beginning our journey through Lent.  This year we 

are invited to study together a book by the Bishop of Chelmsford, Stephen Cottrell. 

‘Christ in the Wilderness’ takes as its starting point images by the painter Stanley 

Spencer.   I would encourage you to buy the book and use it for your own Lenten 

reflections, whether or not you are able to join one of the study groups.  But it 

would be great if you were able to join others for one of the two study groups, 

meeting on Tuesday evenings at St Michael’s and on Wednesdays at around 1.30 pm in 

the parish hall. 
 

We think of Lent as a journey and it happens at a time when we are very conscious 

as a parish of being on a journey: of having to leave the past behind and look forward 

to the future.  That doesn’t mean that the past is unimportant.  Just to emphasise this, 

the PCC has agreed for Carys to set up and lead a Working Group to organise 

events celebrating the 800th anniversary, in a couple of years time, of the 

appointment of the first ever Rector of Kettering.  I hope one thing this project will 

do is remind us in the church and the wider town, what a key role the church has 

played in the town throughout its history. 
 

But we are on a journey and on a journey things change.  We need to keep looking 

forwards and asking where we are heading.  Carys herself is part of that future.  It 

was a great joy to see her being licensed to the parish just before Christmas.  

Elsewhere in this magazine, she writes about the experience. 
 

Another new beginning is the appointment of a deputy verger, Ian Greenwood.  Ian is 

already beginning to make his presence felt and I am hugely grateful to him for 

agreeing to take on this role.  Ian also writes in this magazine, telling us something 

about himself and about his new role. 
 

And I have another appointment to announce here.  The PCC has agreed to appoint 

a ‘Gifts and Talents Co-ordinator’.   Encouraging the use of gifts and talents by lay 

members of the church is close to the heart of my ministry as a parish priest.   But 

I’m not able to do that all myself.  A few months ago I found myself frustrated 

because I knew there were people in our congregations who could help with some 

of the vitally important work needing doing.  But I simply didn’t know who they were.  

I haven’t been here long enough and don’t have the time to get to know what 

everyone in our parish is able to contribute.  As a step forward, we handed out brief 

questionnaires at our Patronal Festival.  But even then we’ve struggled to free up the 
time properly to follow those up.  (My apologies to those of you still waiting to be 

contacted after filling one in!). 
 

And so we are asking one member of P & P to act as  a ‘gifts and talents co-

ordinator’: to encourage church members to reflect on how they can best play their 



4 

part in the Body of Christ and to find out what gifts and experience people are able 

to offer.  That person is Max Crutwell.    Max was baptised and confirmed at P & P 

last Easter and is a regular worshipper. He manages a team of sales reps as part of his 

role as Sales Manager at Woollaston Motors for Used BMWs, running what he 

describes as ‘one of the best Sales Departments in the BMW network’  (BMW’s No 

1 ‘Used Car Retailer’ in 2015). Part of Max’s role will be to liaise with the various 

teams which help run activities in the church, to be aware of their need for 

volunteers.  He will also be working closely with Tracy Pegram’s new ‘Welcome 

Team’, who after a while will pass on to Max new church members, so he can 

explore with them how they might be able to get more closely involved in the life of 

the church. We hope before long to make a similar appointment at St Michael’s.  

Again, I’m grateful to Max for being willing to take on this significant role. 
 

Another area which we want to review and improve what we do is our 

communications.  The PCC has agreed the setting up of a Working Group to review 

everything we do as a parish in this area.  I’m very happy about those who have 

agreed to be on that Group, including Dan Freeland, who is UK Marketing Manager 

at Doc Marten’s; Nadine Judd, Brand and Partnerships Managers at Thomas Cook; 

Karen Wilson, who brings experience of writing and magazine production; and Alison 

Bagley, who works for the Evening Telegraph. 
 

So we are looking forward.  Around the time our next magazine is published, the 

PCC will be going away together for a day to reflect on what our key priorities 

should be as a church over the coming years.   Once those priorities have been 

identified, we will want to appoint Working Groups for each of those areas.  I hope 

many of you will feel able to contribute to one of those groups. 
 

But journeys sadly also involve saying goodbye.   It was indeed a sad day as we said 

goodbye to Bill at Epiphany, but I hope we did it well.  Elsewhere in this magazine 

Jane Badger, a choir member, writes about that day and about saying ‘au revoir’ to Bill.  

The PCC has just set up a Recruitment Panel to appoint a Director of Music to start 

work in September on a fixed-term contract, with the intention of making a more 

permanent appointment a year later.  I’m going to be joined on that panel by Kate 

Bowers, Sam Dearden, Louise Crookenden-Johnson and Maria Chapman. 
 

And we have just heard the sad news that Lesley will be stepping down from her 

role as Assistant Priest at our Patronal Festival on 1 July.  That will be the time to talk 

about the huge contribution Lesley has made to our parish in recent years.  But she 

will be hugely missed. 
 

In the meantime we are on a journey and about to enter the journey of Lent.  Part 

of the vision guiding our PCC as it reflects on the future is an aspiration that the 

church might be a place where individuals can experience personal renewal in their 

own lives.  Let us try to make Lent a time when we experience that for ourselves. 
 

God bless you all in the coming weeks 
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Thoughts from the Archdeacon of Northampton 
 

February Names 
 

By now Christmas is just a shadowy presence in the 

rear view mirror. If you sent me a card, thank you. 

Maybe you sent me this one: There was a picture of 

the whole Christmas cast on the front of the card. 

Around the picture in gold lettering were the words 

of the carol “Away in a manger.” OK so far. Inside the 

card it said: “To Richard and … “ That was it. Finished. 

Not “To Richard and Jackie” … and no clue as to who it was from. 

Excellent. Jackie took it well having spent 30 years as a vicar’s wife 

feeling occasionally anonymous.  
 

Names and identities are important in the Bible. They tell us more 

about the person: David the king, who messed up, then found 

forgiveness and a permanent place in the hearts of his people, means 

‘beloved’; Ruth, who was so wonderfully kind and loyal to her mother-in

-law, means ‘friend’; the child of Bethlehem was named Jesus ‘Saviour’ 

and Emmanuel ‘God with us’. 
 

Lent kicks off on Valentine’s Day – 14th February. So, here are two bits of 

advice: 

One: buy your loved one some flowers / chocolates / socket spanners 

(delete as appropriate) and remember to write their name on the card. 

Two: show that same Valentine’s Day love and commitment to Jesus (our 

Saviour), to Emmanuel (God with us).  
 

And use Lent to think through the implications of those names:  

 What does it mean to be saved/ rescued? What are we saved from? 

How does Jesus rescue us? Why does Jesus rescue us? 

 Why does it matter that God is with us? How does that affect our past, 

present and future? 
 

 So, get the names right on Valentine’s Day … and have a thoughtful, 

name-centred Lent. 
 

    The Ven. Richard Ormston  
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Endings……..and Beginnings 
 
It is now 12 years since God guided me through the doors of SS Peter & Paul and 

later St. Michael’s to begin my journey among you, first as a worshipper, later as an 

occasional preacher and president, and then as a priest licensed to the Parish.  

 

I discovered – and continue to discover - an amazing community through whom God 

has continually sustained me, enabling me to fulfil, to the best of my ability, all that he 

has called me to do – in those early days when I was still Senior Chaplain at the 

Hospital, and following retirement, as Assistant Priest to His people here.  He has 

sustained me through our shared sacramental and prayerful life, through the 

extraordinary worship I have been privileged to shared with you. 

 

There have been times of both great joy and sadness, times of excitement and times 

of quiet normality, and through all those times, the light of God’s love has shone 

continually - I have been richly blessed by God through all of you. 

 

More recently, God has been making it increasingly clear to me that my time among 

you as Assistant Priest is drawing to its close.  At  Petertide, we celebrate our 

Patronal Festival, and this year it  will also mark the 30th Anniversary of my ordination 

as deacon - a good time I think,  to follow God’s call to a new adventure, a new stage 

in my ongoing journey with Him; time to share more of my life with Mike, our 

children and grandchildren – without whose constant love, support, encouragement 

and at times patient forbearance I would not have been able to undertake all that 

God has asked of me.  

 

Bishop Donald and David have therefore agreed that our Patronal Festival will be my 

last service as your Assistant Priest. 

 

Meanwhile there is much to do as together we continue to serve, to worship and to 

pray, always and in all things giving Glory to God!  

 

            Lesley  
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Celebrating the Saints 
 

 

Andrei Rublev – Religious and Painter c. 1430 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

My interest in and love for Icons began in the early 1980’s, when, following the 

wonderful reordering of our small village church in Chevington, Suffolk, the writing of 

an Icon was commissioned.  Every time I entered this white, open, de-cluttered space 

with its sense of the numinous, the icon drew the eye and lifted the spirit, drawing 

me deeper into the mystery of God. 
 

And so, reflecting on who might be our Saint to celebrate in this edition of the 

magazine, it had to be Andrei Rublev!   
 

Born in Russia, little information survives about his life and there is now no record of 

where or when he was born but it is believed that he was probably born around 

1360; there is also generally believed that he was a monk at the monastery of Saint 

Sergius near Moscow, but again there is now no definitive record. 
 

The first mention of Rublev is in 1405 when he decorated icons and frescos for the 

Cathedral of the Annunciation of the Moscow Kremlin in company with Theophanes 
the Greek and others.  Rublev’s name appears at the bottom of a list of names as the 

junior both in age and rank.  Theophanes was an important Byzantine Master who 

moved to Russia and is believed to have trained Rublev. 
 

While his name is associated with the painting of several great churches around 

Moscow, the only work authenticated entirely as his own is the Icon of the Trinity, 

currently in the Tretyakov Gallery in Moscow.  Rublev developed a new style infusing 

his work with a gentleness and harmony at one with his spirituality, a style hugely 

influential in the Russian Church. 
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it is believed he died around 1430 and was canonized by the Russian Orthodox 

Church in 1988. 
 

As we are drawn into Rublev’s icon of the Trinity, the eyes are drawn by gestures and 

lines.  Thus the inclination of the heads and the discrete gestures of the hands tell us 

a great deal about what Rublev is saying – what he is writing (Orthodox Christians 

speak of ‘writing’ an icon, not painting). 
 

In Genesis 18, the Lord appears to Abraham by the Oak of Mamre, and Abraham 

sees three men to whom he gives hospitality.  The early Fathers of the Church saw 

this as a foreshadowing of the later revelation of the Holy Trinity.  Thus, in this icon, 

we are drawn to focus on the three angels grouped around the table with the chalice 

of sacrifice in the centre.  As our eyes are drawn into this Icon, we may see that all is 

assembled around an unseen circle – unity and diversity are held together, 

representing the perfection of communion and mutual love within the Holy Trinity in 

the work of revelation and redemption.   
 

The icon invites us to prayerfully contemplate the sense of harmony and communion 

within the Holy Trinity, invites us to participation in the life of the Holy Trinity. 

Lesley McCormack 

 

Ash Wednesday 

14th February 
  

This year the parish will have its usual three 

celebrations of Ash Wednesday, all with Imposition of 

Ashes: 
 

9.30am Said Eucharist, at St Michael’s 

12.15pm  Said Eucharist, at Ss Peter & Paul 

7.30pm Sung Eucharist, at Ss Peter & Paul 
  

This is one of the most important days in the Church’s year so everyone is 

encouraged to come to one of these services to mark the start of Lent.  
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Around the Diocese…. 
 

Bishop’s Bible Day 2018 
 

The Bishop’s Bible Day for 2018 is taking place in two locations this year. 

The first event will be held on Saturday 24th February at Peterborough 

Cathedral (9.30am to 4.00pm), and will be repeated at Northampton 

High School, Hardingstone a week later on Saturday 3rd March (same 

times).  

 

This Diocesan training day is open to anyone who is interested in 

learning more about the Bible, and the theme of the day will be ‘St Paul 

for Today’. It will include talks from Bishop Donald, as well as a choice of 

workshops, including ‘Would Paul be on Facebook? (led by Becky Wills), 

‘We have no young families in our church – how do we attract 

them?’ (Charlotte Nobbs) and ‘“He welcomed us to sit and eat with 

him”: Including young children in Holy Communion’ (Pete White). 

 

All you need to bring to the day is a Bible and a packed lunch. Entry is 

free, but donations are welcome to cover costs. However, booking is 

essential (by Friday 16th February at the latest). To book, email 

bookings@peterborough-diocese.org.uk or sally.crossley@peterborough

-diocese.org.uk, or call 01604 887049. 

 

 

mailto:bookings@peterborough-diocese.org.uk
mailto:sally.crossley@peterborough-diocese.org.uk
mailto:sally.crossley@peterborough-diocese.org.uk
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Onward and Upward: Farewell to Bill  
 

Bill told us some weeks before Christmas that he was going to retire. When 

someone tells you that, there are always mixed feelings. We were happy that Bill 

would have the time to see his family without being shackled to the demands of the 

church year, but we all knew just how much we were going to miss him, and miss 

him as a friend, as well as our director of music.  
 

It was lovely to see on that last Sunday how Bill was a vital part of the wider church, 

with so many people from both P&P and St Michael’s coming to the Parish Hall after 

the service to say thank you, and that Bill was just as important to the whole church 
as he was (and is) to us.  
 

Perhaps one of the best testaments to how highly his choristers regard Bill is that 

for his last service we completely ran out of robes (unless you were very small 

indeed, and I am not). Huw Skiplorne, Rebekah and Sue Dutton, Liz Blades, Liz Marsh, 

Josh Daniel, David Knight, Jo Simmonds and Laura and Nel Arnold all made it back 

(and Hannah Hall and Matt Austen had come to earlier services). 
 

It’s not always easy to find pieces to do when you are sometimes down a part, as we 

often are, so it was good to be able to do William Crotch’s Lo Star-Led Chiefs 

Epiphany piece, and to give it some substantial oomph. And then the last note died 

away, and there we stood, as we stand every week, waiting for Bill to give us the nod 

to return to the choir stalls and it hit me that that was the last note of the last 

anthem we would sing for Bill as director of music.  
 

It is at times like that that Bill’s training kicks in – so I didn’t cry (then), concentrated 

on what I was there for, and the whole point of everything we did with Bill: to give 

our voices and ourselves for the greater glory of God (always making sure it was 

done in strict accord with the liturgy). 
 

Earlier that week, in our last choir practice with Bill, we gave Bill a present from the 

choir, and Sam said a few words. Amongst those words, Sam said directors of music 

were the last holders of dictatorship, and there is a lot of truth in that. But what that 

means is that you need someone you can trust absolutely to lead you through the 

music. Someone once asked me how I coped with a particularly difficult piece of 

music and I said, ‘I just do what Bill says,’ because Bill’s brilliant musicianship, and 

grasp of what we could do, meant that if I listened to what he said and actually did it, 

all would be well.  
 

And of course Bill is not just a musician, he is Bill, and a friend to us all, and a wise 

and witty one. Bill always had his back to the congregation, but not to us. We knew 

what Bill thought of some of the less elegant modern word settings. And then there 

was the feared Bill glare, enough to make the most bolshy chorister concentrate and 
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sort out their tuning, or repent of their decision to bung in that passing note that 

wasn’t actually in the music.  
 

I have sung with a fair few directors of music in my time. There were directors of 

music who really would rather have been on stage and directors of music who were 

a bit miffed because you weren’t the choir of King’s College, but Bill was neither of 

those. Bill took us all, whatever stage we were at, from being unaware of what the 

note C was to sailing through Grade 8 singing, and with remarkable patience, wit and 

humour, welded us into a group. 
 

When we whinged (and all choirs whinge) that we couldn’t do something, Bill would 

always say that the Holy Spirit would provide. And so the power of the Holy Spirit 

did, as the Spirit had given us Bill in the first place. We know that we will take his 

solid training forward, with all that we have learned about how to sing, and how to 

work as a group.  
 

Thank you, Bill. You are much missed, but what you taught us will keep us all going, to 

the glory of God. 

Jane Badger 
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Lay Pastoral Ministry 
 

Lay Pastoral Ministers are men and women who are called to share in the ministry 

of caring for the people of God by supporting and enabling the pastoral ministry of 

the Church. The first Lay Pastoral Ministers (LPMs) were licensed in the diocese in 

the early 1990s. There are now around 90 Lay Pastoral Ministers working in parishes 

throughout the diocese.  We currently have two LPMs; myself and Tracy Pegram. 

The role of a Lay Pastoral Minister can be very diverse and is particular to each 

Parish, its needs, and the gifts of the individual.  Their ministry may include: 

Taking Holy Communion to the sick and housebound 

Hospital and residential care home visiting 

Baptism, confirmation and marriage preparation 

Bereavement support, 

prison visiting, praying for and with those in need. 

Prayer groups and training groups 
 

Training as a Lay Pastoral Minister usually takes 2 years of weekly evening sessions 

during term times, at the end of which LPMs are licenced at the Cathedral and sent 

out into their parishes.   
 

Tracy was licensed last year and writes: 

“I was delighted to learn alongside a great group of people.  We were of all ages and 

from very different backgrounds, each with different circumstances and ideas of what 

our ministry could be about.  The course really helped me to explore what my 

calling could be, and how I could serve God and my Parish in practical ways, as well 

as teaching me how to look after myself and make sure I didn’t take on too much.  

Since being licenced, Kay and the Ministry Team have supported me in using my gifts 

to support the work of the church.  I was worried that I wouldn’t have much time 

for this work, but I visit a care home for a few hours once a month and am working 

on a Welcome Team which takes a few evenings a month – so it is really 

manageable.” 
 

Kay was licensed in 1993: 

In my ministry I have, because of our moves, been able to minister in 3 different 

churches.  I was licensed with the first group in this Diocese and I know training has 

changed since then to cope with the changing needs of parishes.  It has been, and, 

continues to be, a privilege to serve God in the parishes.  I help at two of our Care 

homes and take holy communion to people in their homes.  
 

We are encouraged to attend Diocesan training days, which we do when possible. All 

our work in the Parish is not only in line with its needs but with the incumbent’s 

assistance and guidance. With two LPMs in the Parish, we are blessed, but it would 

be great to have more!  There are so many people who would appreciate a visit at 

home, or a listening ear.  If you would be interested in finding out more, please do 

speak to Kay or Tracy. 
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Holy Week 2018 
 

All services at Ss Peter & Paul unless otherwise noted 
 
 
 

Palm Sunday,  March 25th  

7.45am      Said Eucharist with distribution and blessing of palms 

9.00am      Eucharist with hymns at St. Michael’s, with       

      distribution and blessing of palms, and procession from 

      the Scout Hut to the Church. 

10.30am    Sung Eucharist with distribution and blessing of palms,  

      and procession from the Market Place to the Church. 
  

Tuesday of Holy Week, March 27th 

8.30am       Morning Prayer 

7.30pm       Said Eucharist and homily  

8.00pm       Stations of the Cross 
  

Wednesday of Holy Week, March 28th 
8.30am       Morning Prayer 

7.30pm       Said Eucharist and homily  
 

Maundy Thursday, March 29th 

8.30am       Morning Prayer 

5.00pm       Evening Prayer 

7.30pm       Sung Eucharist of the Lord’s Supper, with the  

      Washing of Feet, Stripping of the Altars,  

      and Watch of the Passion until Midnight. 
  

Good Friday, March 30th 

10.00am  Family Service, at St. Michael’s 

11.00 am.  Churches Together Walk of Witness 

12 Noon     The Three Hours Devotion 

      including 

1.30pm       The Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion 
 

Holy Saturday, March 31st  

8.00pm    The Paschal Vigil, Lighting of the New Fire, and first  

      Eucharist of Easter 
      President & Preacher: The Rt Revd Donald Allister, Bishop of  

      Peterborough. 

10.00pm    or thereabouts Parish Party in the Parish Hall     
    

Easter Day, April 1st 

7.45am  Said Eucharist 
9.00am  Eucharist with hymns, at St. Michael’s 

10.30am  Festal Sung Eucharist  
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“There’s more going on behind the scenes than people realise!” 
 

When David asked to see me towards the end of last year, I wondered what he 

could have wanted. I was not prepared for the proposition he put to me! As we are 

intending to grow the presence of the church in the community and open the 

building to be used for events such as concerts and extra civic services, it was 

obvious that someone would be needed to look after the in-house arrangements and 

liaise with the appropriate groups putting on the events so that all the facilities we 

could offer would be available to them. This work would traditionally be part of a 

Verger’s duties – a job normally encompassing the role of a caretaker as well as a 

ceremonial duty within the services, and “backstage” work before and after the 

services; a role that was termed a Sacristan. 

 

Our Verger, Brian Chapman, has carried out the role with great enthusiasm and care 

for many years but would probably be the first to admit that he is not getting any 

younger. It was felt unfair that these extra duties should be placed on Brian’s 
shoulders exclusively. Also, when he has one of his rare holidays, it would be a good 

idea if someone was available to be able to step in to prepare for the services and 

know where everything was and where it should go! 

 

This, then, was the role David had in mind for me - as Deputy Verger. My mind went 

back over fifty years, when I was growing up in Coventry. The Vicar of the local 

church, St Mary Magdalen, had just arrived in his job in 1960 and had made it an early 

priority to visit as many households in his parish as he could, to 

introduce himself and to find out if the occupants might be 

interested in coming to the church. The new vicar found that my 

father was a Roman Catholic who had married a C of E girl, and had 

two boys aged around nine and ten (me). Over the tea and biscuits, 

we agreed as a family to attend the church next Sunday. When the 

Vicar found out that my brother and I could sing a bit, and that my 

father had sung on stage (in an amateur capacity) as a pretty fair 

tenor, he immediately suggested the three of us could join the choir! 

 

So began our church-going life. My brother and I had never been baptised: my parents 

(wisely, I think) deciding that with one parent C of E and the other Roman Catholic, 

it should be left to us to decide where and when. As we had settled into life at “Mary 

Mag’s”, we both decided we would be baptised there, and my father was also formally 

admitted into the Church of England. I remained in the choir as a treble until my 

voice broke a few years later, when I became a server. Our family had become very 

friendly with one of the servers, who was also the Sacristan, and my brother and I 

would spend Saturday evenings at the church with him, helping him to prepare for 

the service next day, and I began to learn the correct names and purpose for all the 
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different items used in the service. (As an aside, it was only a couple of months ago 

that I found out that at the time I was a choirboy, a young man who had started 

ordination training was sent on an industrial placement at the nearby car factory, and 

attended St Mary Magdalen as part of his training. That young man was Tim Short, but 

we do not remember each other, although our paths must have crossed!) 

 

After a few years as a server, I went back to the choir when my voice had settled 

down. The organist had found I had an interest in playing and, although I had not had 

formal lessons, encouraged me have a go on the organ. I was able to master the 

hymns, and I progressed to acting as his deputy. As he was a Registrar of Births and 

Deaths, he was often busy on a Saturday conducting weddings himself, so I found 

myself playing the organ for weddings in his place. 

 

Fast forward ten years. I was now married, and my job as an 

engineer with the Electricity Board had caused me to move to take 

up a job at the headquarters at Daventry. We had moved to 

Yelvertoft, and were finding the commute to Coventry to continue 

at Mary Mag’s was becoming rather onerous. One of my colleagues 

at Daventry, who knew of my association with the church, 

approached me to ask if I would be prepared to play the organ at 

his church. So it was that I began as organist at St Mary’s Welford, 

twice every Sunday, for three years. 

 

In 1978, I was offered a temporary posting as an engineer with the Kettering District 

of the Electricity Board. This would give me a more “hands on” approach to the 

work, rather than the more supervisory office-based job I was doing at the time. I 

enjoyed the work so much, that when the job was offered to me on a permanent 

basis, I accepted with alacrity. The only down-side was that the work also involved 

being on a stand-by rota, making me liable to be called out at a moment’s notice to 

diagnose faults and supervise repairs to the electricity supply system when power 

cuts happened. Such a job was not church organist-friendly, as I could hardly leave the 

organ bench mid-hymn when my pager went off. I reluctantly had to give up playing, 

as we moved to Kettering. As I became more occupied with my job over the years, I 

regret that the church took a back seat, and it was over thirty years before I set foot 

in one again. 

 
Now we are in 2011, and unfortunately my marriage had ended a few years earlier. I 

had taken voluntary severance from my job eleven years before, but I had been 

working part-time for different contractors since then doing the same work as I had 

always done, still for the electricity company, but without the sudden call-outs! I had 

met Hilary, who comes to visit me most weekends but whose work as a teacher 

meant she lived in her home at Lutterworth during the week. Hilary had always been 
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a churchgoer and began to gently encourage me to take the path back to the church 

again. We pondered over which church to attend, and finally came to Ss Peter & Paul. 

My mind immediately went back all those years to when I was at Coventry – the 

services and liturgy and music were the same as I remembered, and it soon felt as 

though I had never left. We were quickly welcomed by everyone, and it was not long 

before I felt the call back to the choir. 
 

This brings us here to the present day. I finally retired at the end of March last year 

after almost 50 years with the Electricity Supply Industry, so I was ready for a rest! 

However, when David and the PCC offered me the role of Deputy Verger, I realised 

that this was something that had been waiting for me, and my experience all those 

years ago as a boy helping the Sacristan was about to 

stand me in good stead. I think I must have impressed 

Brian with my ability to distinguish between a ciborium 

and a chasuble, as he has taken me under his wing and 

has regaled me with many tales of his life as a server 

and Verger. One of the first things he said to me when I 

started working with him was “There’s more going on behind the scenes than 

people realise!” – and I have found that this is absolutely true!  
 

I have found out that the altar frontals need to be changed as the church’s seasons 

change through the year – first purple, then gold, then green, then white – you have 

to be on your toes! I have found out that the candles have to be filled regularly with 

oil – they’re not wax, so much more economical to burn. I have found out that the 

reading-stand has to be in one place for the Wednesday service, another for the 

Friday morning service, and yet another for Sunday morning. I have found out that 

communion wafers have to be prepared for Friday with a drop of wine on each, for 

consecration at the 9.15 service ready for home communion visits when necessary.  
 

I have learnt how to prepare the altar for mid-week services and serve and read the 

lesson at them. I assist at funeral services, preparing the church and making sure 

everything is available to make the service run without a hitch. This is all on top of 

the jobs I was doing before such as looking after the heating in the church and the 

hall and helping with any repairs to the building. 

 

Yes, there is a lot going on behind the scenes, and I am loving doing it! 

 

Ian Greenwood 
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CONFIRMATION IN 2018 
 

The Bishop of Peterborough, Bishop Donald, will be joining us for 

our Easter Vigil on the evening of Saturday 31st March, when he will 

confirm candidates from this parish.  Confirmation is a step of 

public commitment for those who have been baptised.  Increasingly 

it is a step taken by adults, though it is open to younger candidates.   

 

If you are interested in exploring this step of public Christian 

commitment, please talk to one of the clergy or to our Reader, 

Kate Bowers (kate.e.bowers@gmail.com; 01536 525520).  There 

will be weekly preparation sessions in the weeks leading up to the 

confirmation service. 

LENT STUDY GROUPS 
 

Lent is a key time of the year to devote to study and reflection 

on our faith.  As in recent years, we will have study groups 

meeting during Lent: on Tuesday evening at St Michael's, and 

after lunch on Wednesdays in the Parish Hall. 
 

'This year we will be studying Stephen Cottrell's book 'Christ 

in the Wilderness: Reflecting on the paintings by Stanley 

Spencer'.  [See the book review on the next page.] If you would 

like us to order a copy for you, (cost £7.37), please sign the lists 

at the back of church or email Carol Walters: enquiries@peterandpaul.org.uk.  Or 

you can order it on Amazon or download a copy on Kindle. And do please hold the 

relevant times in your diaries: 
 

At St Michael's: Tuesdays at 7.30 pm 

20th and 27th February 

6th, 13th, 20th March 

 

In the Parish Hall: Wednesdays at about 1.30 pm, after the 12.15 pm 

eucharist and Lent lunch 

21st and 28th February  

7th, 14th, 21st March 



18 

 

BOOK REVIEW 
 

Christ in the Wilderness 

Stephen Cottrell 

SPCK, ISBN 978-0-281-06208-9 
 

The book chosen for our Lent Study Groups this year 

 

I discovered this wonderful book last year while 

on Retreat – and it is a gem!    
 

Written by Stephen Cottrell, Bishop of 

Chelmsford, we are drawn to wonder and 

contemplate five of the eight paintings in the series 

‘Christ in the Wilderness’ painted by Stanley 

Spencer.  It had been Spencer’s intention to create 40 paintings for the series – 

one for each day of Lent; they may have been intended for the chancel roof of 

his beloved Cookham Parish Church.  Certainly the size of each painting 

corresponds exactly to the size of the panels in the chancel roof.  But Spencer 

also spoke and wrote of other dreams for his paintings, so in the end there is 

no way of knowing for sure.  While sketches were made for all 40 pictures, only 

eight were finished.   
 

Introduced to Stanley Spencer at the age of 16 by his art teacher, Stephen 

Cottrell’s love for Spencer’s work, and this series of paintings in particular, has 

grown over time.  He first saw the actual paintings in 1991 when, to 

commemorate the centenary of Spencer’s birth, there was an exhibition of the 

artists work at the Barbican in London.  If you want to see the originals today, 

you will have to travel to the Art Gallery of Western Australia in Perth! 
 

The five paintings that feature in this book are ‘a profound meditation on the 

disciplines and delights of prayer, and in The Scorpion an even deeper and darker 

meditation on death and Christ’s own acceptance of his vocation to be the one 

who dies, the one who shares in the sufferings of the world.’ (P17). 
 

Each picture in turn invites us to prayerfully engage our imaginations and allow 

ourselves to be surprised, even disturbed by God; to be still and allow 

ourselves to be led by His Spirit.  ‘Through Spencer’s deep meditations upon 

Christ’s dwelling in the wilderness, we can come to the wilderness too.  We can 

find ourselves there, and we can find Christ’. (p19).   
 

As we take time to gaze and wonder at these picture, we glimpse Christ rising 

from sleep, gazing attentively with joy and wonder at a field of daisies; but there 

are also meditations with scorpions, a hen and foxes!  We gaze upon the 

stillness of Christ; we gaze upon his great love for nature and his affinity with all 
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creation, and as we gaze we are invited to consider anew what it means to be a 

follower of Christ. 
 

During Lent last year, I preached on the ‘Consider the Lilies’; some of you may 

remember the Spencer picture that featured on our Order of Service for that 

day.  I know from comments received that the picture inspired and fascinated 

many while shocking others. And that is good, for the Gospel is shocking! But I 

hope as we explore this wonderful book together during Lent this year, we will 

be drawn deeper into the beauty and mystery of God in Christ who patiently 

waits for us to draw ever closer to Him in wonder and in praise.  
 

Lesley McCormack  

 

Can you offer a lift? 
We have a few people who are finding it difficult to get to church on 

Sundays.  If you have a spare seat in your car, and could offer a lift on a 

regular or occasional basis, please let the churchwardens know or email 

enquiries@peterandpaul.org.uk 

 

Lent Lunches 
 

Lent Lunches will be held on Wednesdays in the Parish Hall following 

the 12.15 Eucharist.  These will start on Ash Wednesday 14th 

February. We need people who can make soup and /or serve  and it 

will of course be much less of a burden if a good number of people 

can offer help. Further Lent lunches will take place on Wednesdays 

21st and 28th February and 7th, 14th and 21st March.  
 

If you can help in any way please contact Kate Bowers or Kay Short. 

mailto:enquiries@peterandpaul.org.uk
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Being Licensed 
 

On 17 December, the Sunday before Christmas, Bishop John came to the parish to lead our 

morning worship and to license Carys as a new assistant priest in the parish. Here she 

reflects on the experience of being licensed to the parish and, two weeks later, receiving a 

licence as the Curate Training Officer for Peterborough Diocese. 
 

The end of 2017 and the beginning of 2018 has been a time of transitions. A few days 

before Bishop John came to the parish, I had said farewell at the theological college 
where I had worked for the past few years (St Mellitus). My time there ended with 

the lively and demanding residential week for all of the college’s ordinands (that is, 

those training to be Church of England clergy). This is always a high point in the 

college’s year, and a wonderful way to say au revoir to some remarkable students and 

dear friends among the staff team; ‘au revoir’ rather than goodbye, because the 

Church of England is known for its networks of friends, colleagues, surprising 

connections and unexpected meetings! 
 

And so when Bishop John came to the parish, it was very much at the beginning of 

something new. To help with this transition I had been on retreat. This was time away 

(at Launde Abbey in Leicestershire) which enabled me to spend time in prayer and 

reflection, to help mark the end of something and prepare for the beginning of the 

next stage of life and ministry. My memories of that retreat (albeit brief) are good 

and a little bizarre! The ‘good:’ sitting the in the beautiful chapel at Launde after a 

bracing, wintry walk, in the darkening of sunset, and knowing it to be a place where 

countless people have sat in God’s presence, marking, like me, the changes in life’s 

times and textures. The ‘bizarre:’ getting stuck up a hill on ice on the way to the 

retreat, and having to be helped by a kind member of Launde Abbey staff, with a four

-wheel drive, a boot full of grit, and a good deal of muscle power! 
 

On the day of the licensing, then, I was very much aware of transitions and new 

directions, but also strangely nervous; strange because there’s really very little to do 

in a service of licensing, other than be there and say some words which have already 

been written down. And yet, a little bit like being ordained, it was a moment of 

declaring before God a commitment to a particular kind of service in God’s 

Kingdom; it is an acknowledgement of calling, and a promise to live that calling in a 

particular place. This, I think, is why there were nerves: it a sobering thing to offer 

oneself afresh to God, to do it publicly in front of the community, friends and family 

who had come in support. It is sobering also to know yourself unequal to such a 

calling, and utterly reliant on God’s grace. And the reminder of this is writ large in 

the service; there is a moment in the licensing (which is a ‘church legal’ event as well 

as a spiritual one), when the bishop hands the person to be licensed their ‘legal’ 

licence, which names the parish and role.  
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At that moment, the bishop says: ‘receive the cure of souls which is both yours and 

mine.’ As we were rehearsing, Bishop John had said to me: ‘make sure you take the 

licence with both hands,’ and so I did, and the impact of this simple action, along with 

the words spoken was extraordinary. Taking the licence in both hands as the bishop 

handed it to me with both hands, meant that this could not be experienced ‘casually’ 

in any way; this was not being given a bit of paper, but a conscious giving and 

conscious receiving of a particular charge. And the words, ‘receive the cure of souls 

which is both yours and mine,’ though very much a standard part of any licensing, 

underlines just how humbling a calling this is, calls out an inner prayer in grateful 

thanks that God is in this too, and also underlines involvement of the bishop in the 

ministry of the parish. Bishop John spoke specifically about this later, as we chatted 

over coffee at the back of the church (a wonderful thing in itself! Coffee, mince pies 

and convivial company with so many parishioners chatting in P&P at end of a service 

was fab!)  
 

Just a couple of weeks after this, I found myself going through another licensing 

service, this time in the diocesan office in Northampton. And this time, the licence 

was for a particular role in the diocese, as Curate Training Officer, with oversight of 

the training and formation of curates during their early years in ordained ministry. 

The tiny chapel in Bouverie Court (where the office is based) was full, this time with 

diocesan members of staff, and a couple of visiting clergy, including David. It was also 

a lovely surprise to see Paula Yorke there, formerly of P&P and a rector near 

Northampton. Bishop Donald officiated, and I didn’t need to be told this time to 

take the licence in both hands! Again, I had the feeling of accepting a charge which is 

mine and not just mine, but God’s and the bishop’s, and again there was the sobering 

feeling of been called into the next stage of life and ministry in a particular place, and 

knowing that this, and any calling, is shaped and held by God’s grace.  
 

There is something about transition in life, with which most of us will be familiar, 

when we feel out of control. The old is gone, the new is come, and the familiar 

patterns of living and being are no longer there. The people around us change, and 

the habits we have built up or which shape our lives, have to change. And this is 

dislocating, even if the ‘new’ is a good ‘new’ and we walk willingly towards it. So 

events and moments which mark and shape change are important, as these services 

of licensing have been. They have been, on one level, simple moments of saying some 

words in front of other people, but the power of the liturgy, and the knowledge of 
offering oneself publicly in ministry or in any other kind of public commitment 

somehow reaches into the core of who we are. They are also reminders to me that 

the control I often think I have over the direction of my life is something of an 

illusion; in fact, it has never been mine to have.  
 

A poem by one of my favourite poets, R. S. Thomas, makes clear that we live much of 

our lives thinking that we can shape everything ourselves, or do a deal with God to 

shape things together, only to realise that our life has always been a life entirely 



 

             

 

 

Do you receive our weekly email newsletter packed   with 

information  about upcoming services and events  

in the life of your church?  
 

Don't miss out! To be on the mailing list send your email address to Kate 

Bowers today: kate.e.bowers@gmail.com 
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gifted to us and dependent upon God’s grace: to which I would want to say: ‘how 

sobering; and hallelujah!’ 
  

All my life I tried to believe  

in the importance of what Thomas  

should say now, do next.  

  There was a context  

in which I lived; unseen forces  

acted upon me, or made their adjustments  

in turn. There was a larger pattern  

we worked at: they on a big  

loom, I with a small needle,  
  drawing the thread  

through my mind, colouring it  

with my own thought. ……. 

I in my own way asked for 

direction, so we should journey together  

a little nearer the accomplishment  

of the design.  

Impossible dreamer!  

…………….. It was not  

I who lived, but life rather  

that lived me. There was no developing  

structure. There were only the changes  

in the metabolism of a body  

greater than mine…. 
 

 From In Context by R. S. Thomas (Frequencies, 1978) 
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Faith Conversation Starters 
 

As I write this piece we are two weeks into this new format for discussion, which 

was billed as ‘a chance to share our experiences of following Jesus using a short talk 

to kick start a subject discussion’. 
 

CJ and I have invited people to come to our home, settle down with a cup of tea 

and cake, and watch a short clip of video, which is fairly randomly chosen to give us 

a range of subjects. Each is a slice of material which has been developed by 

Greenbelt Festivals over the years, provided on YouTube (an internet video sharing 

site).  This allows time for us all to slow down and take some space for a few weeks 

to share our thoughts, feelings and opinions and take on new ideas using these clips 

as an intro to shaping deeper relationships across our church families.  
 

So far, we have ranged across a whole variety of subjects sparked by   

Madeleine Davies - Five Reasons My Friends Who Don't Go To Church Don't Go 

To Church , which included: 

Why we go to church, whether we can talk about our faith at work or with others, 

what creates the right conditions for these conversations, will we be challenged on 

something we haven’t got an answer to and what we do about that if it happens. 

What makes for a good welcome to church, how do you fit that to everyone’s 

needs, and what it’s like to feel part of a church community. 
 

Week 2  Abdul-Rehman Malik - I raise a glass (of lassi) to Jesus helped us to touch 

on: 
How we picture Jesus, why this might be important in the cultural context, 

understanding of the linkage between faiths, and how God reveals Himself or 

Herself to us, and what that means for our relationship with God, celebrating our 

faith and profound observations from everyone who came, on God’s love and 

shared wisdoms and experience, wow! 
 

And we still have these to go……!  

   Lynda MacInnes -- How to be Ecumenical  

   Fiona Howarth - Five Reasons You Need A Rule Of Life  

   Kate Bottley: The Vicar of Gogglebox  
 

If you can’t get along to the groups, but want to search them out for yourself, type 

the titles into your computer’s web browser and include the word Greenbelt. 
 

It seems certain that these types of opportunities are valuable, and as we continue 

at both churches, to shape a reality that is a more inclusive church, welcoming the 

people of Kettering, I expect conversations such as these are a crucial way to 

discern what we should plan and prioritise. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QPgZEXDvcjA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QPgZEXDvcjA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EJeNIb2yQyQ
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We conclude each evening with a winter blessing, so I will finish by sharing one with 

you written by Simon Taylor 
 

May God bless our winter days with warm sunshine and clear skies 

may God bless our winter nights with shining stars and a bright moon 

may God salt the path before us and light our way 

may God wrap us in his presence and warm us against winter cold. 

 

                 Louise Crookenden-Johnson  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2018 sees the 900th anniversary of Peterborough Cathedral. It was on 8th 

March 1118 that Abbot John de Sais began work on a new Norman Cathedral 

in the city – the previous church having been destroyed by a fire two years 

earlier. The building was consecrated 120 years later in 1238, and has stood as 

the heart of the Diocese of Peterborough ever since, with major diocesan 

gatherings and services, such as the Ordination of Priests and the Licensing of 

Lay Ministers, taking place there. 

 

To mark this momentous occasion, the city of Peterborough is holding a year-

long celebration. ‘Peterborough Celebrates’ will play host to over 100 events 

and activities being run by schools, community groups, charities and businesses. 

The Cathedral itself is hosting its annual programme of concerts, talks, services 

and exhibitions (to name but a few), including a talk and book launch in 

February by broadcaster Dr Jonathan Foyle–  Peterborough Cathedral: A Glimpse 

of Heaven. 

 

For more information on this unique celebration, you can visit 

www.peterboroughcelebrates.org.uk   

http://www.peterboroughcelebrates.org.uk


LAWN MOWER 

 

 

 

Repairs, Servicing & Sales  

JOHN COLE 
 

58 Chase View Road, 

Geddington 

NN14 1AQ 

0795 100 4387 

01536 745771 
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M A COALES 
 

FAMILY BUTCHER 
 

70, Hawthorn Road 

KETTERING 
 

Tel:512721 
 

Meat purchased from traditional farms 

including free range pork 
 

Any type of order catered for, however large or small 

Home made Sausages & Burgers a speciality 

 
 
 

HAVENCOURT ROOFING 
THE COMPLETE ROOFING SERVICE 

All aspects of roofing work undertaken 
 
 
 
 
 

 

For a free quotation please call Wayne Boyce on 
Mobile  07761657352 
Home    01536 390511 

 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Slating and Tiling 
Chimneys 

Guttering – renew or cleaning 
Fascia and Soffits 

Lead work 
Flat roofs 
Skylights 
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Services 
Sunday 
 

7.45am.   Said Eucharist at Ss Peter & Paul (BCP)  

9.00am.      Said Eucharist with hymns at St. Michael’s 

                (Sunday School in Scout Hut)  

10.30am.    Sung Eucharist at Ss Peter & Paul  

      (Sunday Club in Parish Hall) 

6.00pm.      Evensong at Ss Peter & Paul  

      (on the last Sunday of each month or as advertised) 
 

Weekdays 
 

Wednesday     12.15pm.   Said Eucharist at Ss Peter & Paul 

Thursday          9.30am.   Said Eucharist at St. Michael’s 

Friday               9.15am.    Said Eucharist at Ss Peter & Paul 
 

Daily Offices:   Said at Ss Peter & Paul  

       8.30 am Morning Prayer Monday—Friday 

       5.00 pm Evening Prayer on Monday and Friday only 
 

See Diary/Newsletter for other services on Saints’ days. 
 

Parish Contacts 
Rector     The Revd David Walsh 

        The Rectory, Church Walk,  

        Kettering. NN16 0DJ 

        Email:  david@peterandpaul.org.uk 

 

Assistant Priest The Revd Canon Lesley McCormack 

        Barnbrook, Water Lane,  

        Chelveston, Wellingborough. NN9 6AP 

                Tel: 01933 626636  email: lesley@peterandpaul.org.uk   
 

Assistant Priest: The Revd Dr Carys Walsh 

        The Rectory, Church Walk,  

        Kettering. NN16 0DJ 
 

Parish Administrator 
Carol Walters 

Tel: 07956 026829 

Email: enquiries@peterandpaul.org.uk.   
 
       

For full details of church officials & organisations  

see the information brochure available in church, or visit our  

Parish Web site:  www.peterandpaul.org.uk 
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