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From Your Rector
David writes:
At the end of a year few of us are going to forget, the approach of Christmas brings
us back to the heart of our Christian faith and hope. The vision of ‘God with us’
reminds us how precious this world is to God, who chooses to hallow it with His
presence. This vision should transform our world and does so when we take it
seriously. We need that more than ever at at a time when our fellow humans –
especially those different from us – are so often seen as anything but precious.
I hope as we move forward as a church that this transforming vision – of the divine in
our midst – will be motivating us.
At my first meeting on 10 November with the PCC (Parochial Church Council, the
elected body which makes decisions about the life of the church), it agreed two
important proposals aimed at helping us to move forward.
The first was that the parish appoint a half-time administrator to start work from
May next year. The new administrator would free up time for clergy and some laity
to focus their time more on core tasks in our mission and ministry, by taking on
administrative work relating to baptisms, weddings and funerals and the preparation
of service booklets. Our aim is for them also to improve our communications, both
inside our church and with the people of Kettering. We plan to finalise details about
the new post in the New Year, then advertise and make an appointment in time for
someone to join us at the beginning of May.
The second decision was to start work on putting together a vision of P & P's future
over the coming years, after spending time listening to the views of the congregation
and of the people of Kettering. The aim is that by September 2018, two years after I
started work here, we would have an agreed vision, an agreed set of priorities for the
mission and ministry of the church, which would guide the PCC's decision making
over the coming years. Leading up to that would be a couple of terms after next
Easter spent in conversation with church members and with the Town; a term in
early 2018 agreeing a vision based on those conversations; and a further term in
which small working groups put together more detailed plans working through the
implications of the new vision for different areas of our church's life: our work with
children and youth; our worship; our engagement with the wider town; our
communications, finances and buildings.
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I believe both these decisions show a PCC that is prepared to make the decisions
necessary to lead the church into the future. The planned conversation with the
town is especially significant if we want the ‘town church’ genuinely to be seen by the
people of Kettering as their church.
St Michael and All Angels are going through a similar process and the DCC and PCC
will work closely together to ensure both churches are working together for the
good of Kettering and to advance the Kingdom of God.
In the coming weeks many people will pass through our doors who are not normally
with us. Do please make them as welcome as you made me when I first arrived.
And pray for them, that on their visit they might catch some glimpse of the divine
which has come into our midst.

david@peterandpaul.org.uk

Do you receive our weekly email newsletter packed with
information about upcoming services and events
in the life of your church?
Don't miss out! To be on the mailing list send your email address to Kate
Bowers today: kate.e.bowers@gmail.com
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Thoughts from the Bishop of Brixworth:

Hopes and Fears
O little town of Bethlehem
how still we see thee lie…..
The hopes and fears of all the years
are met in thee tonight.”
As I write this, the US Presidential election is still finely balanced. By the time
you read my words, the result will be known. It would be fair to say that “hopes
and fears” could well describe the feelings of many at this time of political
uncertainty.
The election campaign has been one of the strangest ever and has not been a
particularly edifying spectacle. Indeed, whatever the result, the quality of what
could only be described with deep irony as “public debate” augurs very badly
for future political co-operation.
At a similar time of national uncertainty (the death of the long-reigning King
Uzziah) the prophet Isaiah had a vision of God enthroned in the temple. It was
terrifying; “I saw the Lord, seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of his
robe filled the temple. Above him were seraphs…. At the sound of their voices the
doorposts and thresholds shook and the house was filled with smoke.” (Isaiah 6:1-4)
In the midst of his sheer terror, Isaiah hears the Lord saying; “Whom shall I
send? And who will go for us?” and, probably even more frightening, hears himself
say; “Here I am, send me”.
Then, when the political situation became much worse (a threatened foreign
invasion), Isaiah is given words of hope; “The Lord himself will give you a sign. A
virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son and will call him Emmanuel”.
(Isaiah 7:14) St Matthew later used this prophecy to describe the coming of
Jesus, helpfully adding the explanation that “Emmanuel” means “God with us”.
(Matthew 1:23)
As we embark upon Advent and look forwards to Christmas it’s good to be
reminded that our hopes and fears can best be met, not by any earthly political
leader, but in Christ, the Emmanuel God who is with us. Isaiah has a powerful
experience of God, says “Yes” to his call and then points towards hopeful signs
of God’s active presence in the world. This Advent may we all meet the
Emmanuel God afresh, rejoice in the signs of his presence and say “Yes” to his
call.

5

Children’s Church, Advent and Christmas
A group of delightful young people meets during part of most Sunday
morning services, to learn, share, discuss and just enjoy being together. As leaders
we never cease to be moved and amazed by their perspective on spiritual matters.
During Advent we are concentrating on preparing for the 'Real meaning of
Christmas'. n brainstorming, the children contributed words that are associated with
Christmas. Amongst about 50 words such as food, family, tree, reindeer, we found
about a third were in the Bible narrative concerning the birth of Jesus. Taking
these, each of us made an Advent calendar (see picture) to concentrate our thoughts
on preparing for the coming of Jesus into our world.
This idea will be developed further during Advent, when we hope to bring out ideas
where each of us can reach out of ourselves to be of help to others at this
special time. We also look forward to the culmination of this in 'The Nativity' at St
Michael's on 17th December.
So we ask you to pray for our growing number of young people, that their faith will
be very evident in their lives as they mix with their friends at school, and that, as a
church, we encourage them and show them how much they mean to us and belong
to our church family.

The Ss Peter & Paul Children’s Team
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BOOK REVIEW

The Cloud of Unknowing
"The Cloud", written anonymously in the mid-14th century England, is one of those
key devotional writings which has had immense subsequent influence on Western
(especially contemplative) prayer - even though few people have actually read it in
either medieval or modern English. Its author was English, almost certainly a priest/
monk, in turn heavily influenced by the 6th century Christian mystic Dionysius the
Areopagite.
There are two very broad terms describing the approaches to "knowing" God - via
positiva and via negativa (with no value judgement implied in the words "positive" or
"negative"). Western thought has almost always tended to the via positiva while the
Eastern prefers negativa .Via positiva largely describes God in terms of human
attributes.Via negativa - and The Cloud - starts from the intellectual unknowability
of God. We can only attempt to explain God by saying what God "is not". Human
language is inadequate and therefore humans can't begin to know God through their
minds. But God can be known by love, expressed in adoring prayer and communion,
ultimately leading to union with God.
Here we have the essential message of the book: to put aside things of the human
mind and also things of the earth. Creation and the world isn't "bad", which is what a
lot of the Desert Fathers and early mystics would have us believe; creation is from
God and therefore "good". But in this sense of wanting to know God, it's irrelevant.
"Just as this cloud of unknowing is as it were above you, between you and God, so you must
also put a cloud of forgetting beneath you and all creation." Prayer, then, becomes a
sacred, wordless waiting on God, opening up and holding ourselves in readiness to
receive the Spirit. Distractions, as part of the world, are acknowledged but must not
be allowed to interfere with this work of silent attendance. Although it's not prayer
using a "mantra", a pre-determined short phrase or word (re)focuses the prayer and
the soul when distractions tempt our minds to wander away from the singlemindedness of our prayer.
Perhaps the best modern version of The Cloud is the 1978 Penguin classic (ISBN 014-044385-1) translated by Clifton Wolters, which also has some of the other works
by the same anonymous author. It's something to read through reflectively, over a
period of time. And a very good contemporary application of The Cloud's prayer
method is "Open Heart, Open Mind" (ISBN 0-8264-0696-3) by Thomas Keating who
calls it "centring prayer", and draws on not only The Cloud as its foundation but also
some of the other classical mystics. Silence is truly golden!

Leslie Spatt
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Have you joined our planned giving scheme?

What is planned giving? The planned giving scheme is used by members of our
church to donate to the church on a regular basis, usually through a standing order.
Why should I join? The majority of our income comes through the scheme. A
regular donation allows us to budget our expenditure based on regular gifts. If you
pay income tax we can automatically claim gift aid on your donation through the
scheme.
Where does the money go? Donations received through the scheme pay
towards all the running costs of the church, this includes:
Sustain our clergy - Planned giving allows us to pay our Parish Share which is a
scheme used across the diocese to pay for and train our clergy.
Paying to heat and light the church
Maintaining the organ and running the choir
Printing the weekly service sheets
How much should I give? There is no one, easy answer for everyone. If you are
seeking guidance, the Church of England recommends, based on biblical teaching 5%
of income to your parish and 5% to charities of your choice. We are called to love
God and our neighbour and our giving is an expression of that love.
How do I join? To join the scheme please speak to the treasurer, Sam Dearden at
Ss Peter & Paul or one of the church wardens. Sam sings in the choir and can usually
be found in church after the service. At St Michael’s please speak to the Treasurer,
John Porter or one of the wardens. The standing order form is available to download
from the parish website at: www.peterandpaul.org.uk/forms/
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Feed the hungry, welcome the stranger,
clothe the naked - Helping out at the
Soup Kitchen
I helped out for the first time last week at the Soup
Kitchen which is run every Thursday in the Parish
Hall.
I had wanted to get involved for some time but work
and family commitments etc kept getting in the way but thankfully now that my
hours have changed, I’m not working on any plays and my son is older I am finally
able to do so.
After some quick introductions to the other helpers and getting briefed on what
was going to happen it was all hands on deck with people serving food and drinks,
distributing clothes and food parcels and when there was a spare moment it was
great to have a chinwag with our guests. It was a pleasure to meet such a lovely
bunch of people and it felt really good to help them in some small way. After only
one stint I feel as though I’ve made some lovely new friends, homeless and helpers
alike. Help was on hand whenever I needed it and I was more than happy to help in
return. After only 2 hours I was buzzing as it was such a good atmosphere and I feel
as though we all really bonded.
What is mad is that I felt in a way I was coming home. I’ve never been homeless but
my parents worked extensively with the homeless as long as I knew them through
work and on a voluntary basis. I used to help sometimes when I was younger, back
in London. My mum was homeless and slept rough when she couldn’t get into
shelters, as an immigrant when she first arrived in the UK in the sixties. So I grew up
with some awareness of homelessness. I also know how perilously close we all are
to being in that situation. There were times in my twenties, when I lived in a number
of hostels (home wasn’t an option) and my money was running out fast with still no
job prospects. Frightening times! As a great many of you know, my husband Dave
had cancer a few years ago and being self-employed with no sick pay, we were really
fortunate that family bailed us out. Otherwise I shudder to think! I’m sure there are
many among us with similar stories.
The main thing I took away with me last Thursday was a real connection to others,
and it was heart-warming to experience some positivity when there has been so
much negativity going on in the world lately. I’d say if you want to, give it a go. I feel
very happy and privileged to be involved.

Rox Collin
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Christmas Services 2016

All services at Ss Peter & Paul unless otherwise noted
Monday 124h December
7.00pm
Bishop Stopford School Carol Service
Tuesday 13h December
10.30am St Peters' School Carol Service
Thursday 15th December
9.30
Wren Spinney School Carol Service
6.30
Brambleside School Carol Concert

Saturday 17th December
4.00 pm
“Walk to Bethlehem”, the children of St Michael’s and
Peter & Paul re-telling the Christmas story. at St Michael’s
Sunday 18th December The Fourth Sunday of Advent
7.45am
Said Eucharist (BCP)
9.00am
Eucharist with hymns, at St. Michael’s
10.30am Sung Eucharist
4.00pm
St. Michael’s Carol Service , followed by mince pies and
mulled wine, at St Michael’s
Monday 19th December
2.00pm
Hawthorne School Christingle, at St Michael’s
Tuesday 20th December
2.00 pm
Mothers’ Union Advent service at St Michael’s
Thursday 22nd December
7.30pm
A Carol Service for Kettering, organised in conjunction
with Kettering Rotary. This service is a traditional Nine
Lessons and Carols.
Saturday 24th December Christmas Eve
6.00pm
Christingle Service
particularly suited to families with younger children
11.00pm The Choir sings carols around the Christmas Tree,
leading into....
11.30pm Midnight Mass—the First Eucharist of Christmas
NB:This service does not start at Midnight!
Sunday 25th December Christmas Day
9.00am
Eucharist with Carols at St. Michael’s
10.30am Eucharist with Carols
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A wonderful retelling of the journey made by Mary, Joseph, the
Shepherds and the Magi to Bethlehem for the first Christmas.
Sit back as the story unfolds and take a moment to wonder what that journey was
like, and how our journeys are a part of the nativity story. Perfect for children and
the child within us all; whether you are days or years old, coming alone or as part
of a crowd, we look forward to welcoming you to a moment of peace and wonder
amidst the busy Christmas preparations.
Looking for more information?
Contact: tracypegram@outlook.com

07743845864

The Travelling Crib
Will you care and share again this year?
The season of Advent is here and we are delighted that
the Travelling Crib is with us.
There is still time to welcome the Holy Family as they
journey through the Parishes looking for shelter until
Christmas. Please put your name on the list which is in Church.
Not only is it the opportunity to be the host to the Holy Family but it
is a time to share fellowship with other members of our Church and
remember the true meaning of Christmas together.
Please take part in this special journey
If you would like to know more please contact me, Hazel Goodman on
01536 522269 or email hazel@chestnut.clara.net
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Around the Church of England…
New Church of England statistics for 2015, published today, show that just
under one million people attend services each week. The survey, carried
out over four weeks in October 2015, found 960,000 people attending
church each week, with 820,000 adults and 140,000 children. Schools
services added a further 160,000 attenders.
The total worshipping community of churches across the Church of
England, the report says, was 1,142,000 people, of whom 20% were aged
under 18, 50% were aged 18-69 and 30% were aged 70 or over.
Figures also show that 2.5 million attended a Church of England Church at
Christmas in 2015 and 1.3 million people attended a service at Easter.
Additionally, 2.3 million people attended special Advent services for the
congregation and local community, whilst 2.7 million attended special Advent
services for civic organisations and schools.
In 2015, the Church carried out just under 1,000 weddings, 2,000 baptisms,
almost 3,000 funerals every week of the year. Attendances at these services
are not recorded but conservative estimates of 50 at each of those 6000
services would add up to 300,000 attendances each week , or 15 million
each year.
As a whole the figures represent a continuing trend that has shown an 11%
decrease in attendance over the past decade with an average decline of just
over 1% a year.
William Nye, Secretary General of the Archbishops’ Council, said: “The
Church of England is setting out on a journey of Renewal & Reform, aiming
to reverse our numerical decline in attendance so that we become a
growing church in every region and for every generation. These figures
represent a realistic assessment of where we start from in terms of weekly
attendance. We are confident in a hopeful future where our love of God and
service of neighbour will form the basis for future growth. Statistics for
Mission provides an invaluable foundation for this and demonstrates that the
Church, fully aware of where we are yet confident of the future, still has a
strong base to work from.”
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What does being part of the choir mean to me?
I joined the choir some 13 years ago, mainly because I brought my children to
rehearsals every week and often stayed as another adult chaperone. Having been
involved in choirs throughout my life it felt right to become part of the church family
in this way. Knowing Bill and most of the choir through Olivia and Huw made it
easier and everyone quickly welcomed me into the family.
The discipline needed to learn difficult music and the other requirements throughout
the liturgical year can sometimes feel a little overwhelming, particularly after a long
day at work. However, Bill has endless patience and is always positive about what we
can do.
Often, we are low on numbers and when we doubt our own abilities, we are quickly
reminded that we sing as part of worship and always to the Glory of God – this is,
after all, why we are doing this. There are times, such as our recent Advent evensong,
when some of the singing is stripped back and exposes the worship so clearly and
the hairs stand up on the back on my neck – at these times I have never felt closer
to the Lord, or humbler in his presence.
As we approach Christmas as a church family, we as a choir prepare the way for the
birth of Christ with our music and our participation in the various services. We all
enjoy the music as it is sometimes familiar and always uplifting. It is a time when
former members come back to sing and we are augmented by beautiful voices, which
gives us the confidence and depth to praise the Lord and welcome the infant Jesus
with joy and reverence.
The years have seen young people grow and move on, and new members join whilst
a core remain. We have become friends and support for each other, delighting in
good times and praying and caring in other not so good times. I personally feel very
blessed to be part of the choir, the fellowship and love it brings is very important, as
being part of the whole Church family.

Thank you to Bill, Mark and all those who make it possible

Pauline Pritchard
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Around the diocese…
Becoming Reverend in the midst of a messy life
For St Paul, it was the Road to Damascus, for Matt
Woodcock, journalist and Oasis fan with high energy
and low sperm count, it was on the A19 when he
recognised God’s calling. God presented him with an
offer he found impossible to refuse. His diary traces
how that offer unfolds.
Becoming Reverend, from Church House Publishing, is
a compelling and original account of how faith can
work in the midst of a messy life, combining family,
fertility, faith and friendship with the story of a divine –
but unlikely – calling.
In his first book, also available as an ebook and Church House Publishing’s
veryvicar with his life as a party-loving journalist, footy-freak and incorrigible
extrovert. “This is a searingly first Audiobook, Matt lays bare his joys and
struggles as he attempts to reconcile his calling as a honest book and a great
read,” says Matt’s Urologist Graeme Urwin. “Some laugh out loud moments
and some bits that left me a little moist-eyed. Respect to Matt for having the
courage to speak so honestly about the infertility struggles he and Anna went
through, and I am sure many men and women will find it helpful.”
The Revd Kate Bottley describes the diary as “refreshingly honest, frequently
hilarious and genuinely moving”. “Even if you think church isn’t for you – in
fact, especially if you think that,” Kate says, “this book probably is.” The Revd
Kate Bruce, in her notes for book clubs reading the diaries, comments: “Matt
Woodcock is a blokey kind of bloke. He’s not a socks with sandals sort of guy.
This diary invites us into Woody’s story from journalist to vicar. It’s not always
a pretty story. Irreverent, rude, funny, profound, messy and painful, this book
takes you on an earthy journey with heavenly themes. “You will laugh and ache
at the same time.You will find God. Not a plastic, neat and tidy God,
dashboard sized and predictable, but a God who sees Woody’s wildness and
trumps it to infinity, and beyond. A God found on night club dancefloors; in
the IVF clinic; propping up the bar; at the heart of bromances; in the midst of
rows; in reconciling man hugs, and in unexpected corners… even in the
Church.”
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A former newspaper journalist, Matt Woodcock is now a Church of England
minister in Hull. He puts on a sell-out beer festival in his church every year and
walks real camels down Hull’s main shopping street at Christmas.
“Why God chose that day, that moment, that stretch of carriageway, I don’t
know,” says Matt. “I wasn’t feeling particularly spiritual or anything… Suddenly
my head began to swim and my stomach turned over. My Ford Fiesta became
difficult to control. I pulled into a layby to try to compose myself. As strange as
it sounds, I felt an overwhelming sense that God had something urgent he
wanted to tell me. Either that or someone had spiked my Pot Noodle.”
Becoming Reverend: A Diary by Matt Woodcock, is published by Church
House Publishing, priced £9.99 (ISBN 978 1 78140 010 4) and is available from
all good booksellers or direct from www.becomingreverend.com -– which
also provides details of audiobook & ebook versions and a free downloadable
Reading Group Guide.

Home Tutoring
Does your child need extra help with literacy, numeracy, reading or spelling?

Available for 4 – 10 year olds.
30 years experience of Primary teaching
Certificate in Education,
Advanced Diploma in Special Needs
Enhanced CRB check
Reasonable rates
Contact Chris Simmonds 01536 524908 or 07761647116.
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M A COALES
FAMILY BUTCHER

70, Hawthorn Road
KETTERING
Tel:512721
Meat purchased from traditional farms
including free range pork
Any type of order catered for, however large or small
Home made Sausages & Burgers a speciality

Kettering Property Services
All aspects of property maintenance including:
Kitchen supply & fit or fit only
Bathroom fitting, Tiling, Plumbing
uPVC Doors, Windows, Fascias, Gutters, etc
Garage conversions
Structural alterations
Decking, Fencing (metal or wood)
Made to measure gates
Wood/laminate floors
Full liability insurance
Free no obligation quotations

Mobile: 07713242418
Tel: 01536517803
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HAVENCOURT ROOFING
THE COMPLETE ROOFING SERVICE
All aspects of roofing work undertaken
Slating and Tiling
Chimneys
Guttering – renew or cleaning
Fascia and Soffits

Lead work
Flat roofs
Skylights

For a free quotation please call Wayne Boyce on
Mobile 07761657352
Home 01536 390511

NO JOB TOO SMALL

CHRIS DIAPER
ELECTRICAL

Wedding
Reception

EST 1983

A Toastmaster
will ensure the smooth
running of your
Reception.

Domestic,
industrial &
Commercial
Electrical Contractor

Robert Civil

London Guild of Toastmasters
& Member of
Institute of Toastmasters
Of Great Britain

78 Neale Ave Kettering
NN16 9HE
TEL: 01536 520779
MOBILE:07850 385538

01536 482395
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LEE HART
Plastering

25 Years Experience
 Ceilings
 Skimming
 Dry Lining

 Rendering
 Coving
 Re-skims

For a reliable, friendly and efficient service
call 01536 484158 or 077578 31177
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LAWN MOWER
Repairs, Servicing & Sales

JOHN COLE
58 Chase View Road,
Geddington
NN14 1AQ
0795 100 4387
01536 745771

R.F.BLOUNT
PLUMBING, HEATING &
ELECTRICAL SERVICES
Free Quotations
Gas & Oil Appliance Servicing
Domestic & Industrial
Installation and Maintenance
Fitted Bathrooms
Design & Installation

Unit 2, Garrard Way,
A1/M1 Business Centre
KETTERING
Northants, NN16 8TD
Tel: (01536) 514046
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Services
Sunday
7.45am.
9.00am.
10.30am.
6.00pm.

Said Eucharist at Ss Peter & Paul (BCP)
Said Eucharist with hymns at St. Michael’s
(Sunday School in Scout Hut)
Sung Eucharist at Ss Peter & Paul
(Sunday Club in Hall)
Evensong at Ss Peter & Paul
(on the last Sunday of each month or as advertised)

Weekdays
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Daily Offices:

12.15pm. Said Eucharist at Ss Peter & Paul
9.30am. Said Eucharist at St. Michael’s
9.15am. Said Eucharist at Ss Peter & Paul
Said Monday—Friday at Ss Peter & Paul
8.30 am Morning Prayer & 5.00 pm Evening Prayer

See Diary/Newsletter for other services on Saints’ days.

Clergy
Parish Priest
The Revd David Walsh
The Rectory, Church Walk,
Kettering. NN16 0DJ
email: david@peterandpaul.org.uk
Assistant Priest
The Revd Canon Lesley McCormack
Barnbrook, Water Lane,
Chelveston, Wellingborough, NN9 6AP
Tel: 01933 626636 email: lesley@peterandpaul.org.uk

For full details of church officials & organisations
see the information brochure available in church, or visit our

Parish Web site: www.peterandpaul.org.uk
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