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From Your Rector 
 

David writes: 

 

It’s hard to believe it’s already over a month since my service of Institution and 

Induction.  I shall never forget that occasion, which was such a friendly and warm 

welcome, full of richness in all kinds of ways. 

 

Although we’ve now entered October, we’ve been blessed with some remarkably 

unseasonal weather in recent weeks.   But soon inevitably the year will turn.  As the 

nights draw in and the trees begin to look more bare, we approach the season of the 

year when the church remembers those who have died.  A sober time of year, one 

we’d sometimes prefer to avoid.  And yet it’s important. 

 

There are signs that the whole subject of death – for many decades a modern-day 

taboo – is now being faced up to more honestly by our society.  The church has a key 

role to play in all this.  We are the one place where people should be able to come 

with their anxieties, their grief, their unsorted and unspoken emotions and feel ‘held’ 

and supported.   The Christian hope in God and in resurrection puts death in a 

completely new light.  Already in my first month we’ve had two funerals of church 

members in our parish.  It’s a very important part of our ministry. 

 

On Wednesday 2nd November we have our annual All Souls services– the 

‘Commemoration of the Faithful Departed’.  Do come along and remember 

someone who mattered to you, someone who made a difference.  There is a form 

later in this magazine. 

 

The growing number of us who will end up living longer raises huge new 

opportunities but also challenges for our communities.  Will the church step up and 

be relevant in this new situation?  Our forebears in Victorian times showed 

remarkable energy and imagination in their commitment to education and we can 

still see the fruit of that today, with church schools here in Kettering and throughout 

the country.  Is it possible to dream that today’s church might play a similar role as 

we face the challenge and opportunity of growing numbers of people who will still 

have so much to offer our society, but will also need help, will need some kind of 

care?  I hope so.  And I hope we in Kettering could be part of that. 

 
One thing the church should be able to offer is the vision and reality of a community 

where everyone can belong: where the youngest and oldest in our community, who 

would not always come across each other in the rest of their lives, feel comfortable 

and celebrate together as they gather to worship God.  Holding this together is not 
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always easy because we are inevitably all so different.  And yet when it happens, it is 

something very precious.  It is no less than a glimpse of what the kingdom of God is 

about. 

 

Two other moments stand out in my first month.   The first was Tracy Pegram’s 

licensing as Lay Pastoral Minister at the Cathedral.  I believe a very large part of my 

role as Rector is to encourage and enable the ministry of the whole people of God.  

That’s the way churches come alive in a new way.   And so to come to a parish in 

which lay ministry is already flourishing in this way is a joy.   

 

The second ‘moment’ was Back to Church Sunday.  These events are often hard 

work and it’s not always immediately obvious what the outcomes are.  And yet I met 

people who came along to church for the first time because of the preparation and 

work done by Sam Dearden and his team of helpers.  I’m very grateful to them.  I 

suspect there is little long term future for churches and parishes which fail to make a 

priority of engaging with their communities, of looking outwards, even though that 

sometimes makes life inside the church less comfortable, less familiar, less easy.  So 

we will review what went well on that Sunday and what we can build on for the 

future. 

 

Thank you all once again for the warmth of your welcome.  I’m sorry that it will 

inevitably take some time before I get to know you all.  Do please – if you haven’t 

already – email me your photo and a few words about yourself.  I’d find that a huge 

help as I try to take in so much that is new.  It also means I can be praying for you, as 

I hope you are for me. 

 

God bless you all 

 

 

 

 

 

david@peterandpaul.org.uk  
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Thoughts from the Bishop of Brixworth: 
 

“Be still and know that I am God”  
 

At this year’s Greenbelt Festival, held in August in the 

beautiful grounds of Boughton House near Kettering, 

Canon Mark Oakley from St Paul’s Cathedral told a 

lovely story about meeting a shepherd whilst on a walk 

in Shropshire. He asked him  about his crook, upon 

which bishops’ croziers are modelled. “Do you really 

use the curved bit to hook the sheep and bring them into line?” The shepherd 

replied; “No. What I do is plant the crook in the ground. I lean upon the curved 

part and my aim is to stand still enough for the sheep to come to me”. 
 

Canon Oakley commented that he’d like to tell that story to lots of bishops! 

Being still is a challenge for many of us, not just bishops. There is huge pressure 

in a very busy world for the Church to be equally busy. But what many people 

are looking for is space to be still, space to reflect, to meet with others at 

greater depth and be open to the possibility of meeting with God.  
 

Such a longing is well expressed in this poem found at St Mary’s Parish Church 

in the grounds of Portchester Castle: 
 

If this is not a place where 

My spirit can take wing… 

Where do I go to fly? 
 

If this is not a place where 

My tears are understood… 

Where do I go to cry? 
 

If this is not a place where 

Feelings can be heard… 

Where do I go to speak? 
 

If this is not a place where 

You’ll accept me as I am… 

Where do I go to be?  
 

I pray that the unknown author of that prayer poem and many others may find 

our churches to be places where they can be understood, heard and accepted 

and their spirits may fly. May we all also know Christ the Good Shepherd in the 

stillness and be drawn close to him. 

                +John 
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ALL SOULS—A COMMEMORATION OF THE 

FAITHFUL DEPARTED 

WEDNESDAY 2nd NOVEMBER 
 

On 2 November – All Souls Day – the Church prayerfully 

remembers those people who have died, and in particular 

our own loved ones.  While we remember those near and 

dear to us at many different moments and on countless 

occasions throughout the year, this is a particular 

opportunity to gather, to worship and to hold them and 

ourselves before God in our prayers. 
 

Within our parish, there are two opportunities to do this, 

both at SS Peter & Paul: 

12.15 pm.   Eucharist with hymns 

7.30 pm.    Sung Eucharist with hymns. 
 

At each service, we remember by name in prayer those who have died and this 

remembering takes place at the service when family or friends are present.  If you 

would like your loved one remembered, please use the form below, indicating which 

service you hope to attend.  Refreshments will be offered after the 7.30 pm service 

—————————————————————————————- 
 

 

NAME  (please print) 

 

 

 

On 2nd November I would like to attend the service at (please tick which one): 
 

        12.15 pm      7.30 pm  

 

I would like to remember in prayer at this service (please print clearly) 

 

 

 

 

 

Please return this form by Wednesday 26th October to: 
 

Revd David Walsh 

The Rectory 

Church Walk 

Kettering 

NN16 0DJ 
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Parish Soup Kitchen  
 

The Parish Soup Kitchen supported by so 

many people who volunteer from within 

our Parish community and the wider 

community has been operating now for 

almost 18 months.  As many of you know it 

opens every Thursday afternoon, is kept 

very busy and the number of people using 

this facility is growing, with a particular increase in recent weeks.  As a 

result, the food stocks that are used for providing Food Parcels is very 

low. Everyone has been so generous in the past in the provision of 

foodstuffs for the Food Bank and our Soup Kitchen but increasing 

demand across our town is stretching resources.   
 

We would be profoundly grateful for any additional help you can give as 

we strive to support some of the people in our community who have so 

little.  Please leave any donations at the back of either of our churches.  

The following foods are the most helpful, and please provide tinned 

foods with ring-pulls where ever possible. 

Pasta  

Rice 

Tinned meats 

Tinned fish 

Jars of pasta sauce 

UHT Milk 

Cereals 

Tinned or Packet Soups 

Tinned Vegetables 

Tinned Fruit 

Tinned Milk Puddings 
Cereal Bars 

Instant Coffee 
 

We are all called by Our Lord to clothe the naked, feed the hungry and 

visit those imprisoned.  This is what Kingdom building is all about, so 

please be as generous as you are able – our clients (the people of our 

town), are profoundly grateful! 
 

     Lesley 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjA5oe80cHPAhXDJ8AKHcWZDe4QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fpublicdomainvectors.org%2Fen%2Ffree-clipart%2FFood-basket-vector-icon%2F6944.html&psig=AFQjCNFXHJvo9sh3pMhApjHe
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Around the Church of England... 
Bold vision for education launched at General Synod 
 

The largest single provider of schools and 

academies in England launched a bold and 

ambitious vision for education at General 

Synod. The Church of England educates one 

million pupils in 4700 schools and has plans 

to open another 125 schools in the next 

five years.  Speaking at Synod, the lead 

Bishop for education, Stephen Conway, 

Bishop of Ely, said the vision will equip the 

Church in the current wider education framework: ‘With the opportunity to 

shape and enhance our provision and to influence the debate about what 

education is for; to open new schools and develop existing schools; and to 

provide radically new approaches to how we function as a movement for 

education and train teachers and leaders to share that vision’.  
 

The Vision was developed by a theological reference group, chaired by 

Professor David Ford, Regius Professor of Divinity Emeritus at Cambridge 

University following widespread consultation. The Church of England Vision 

for Education embraces the spiritual, physical, intellectual, emotional, moral 

and social development of children and young people. It offers a vision of 

human flourishing for all, one that embraces excellence and academic rigour, 

but sets them in a wider framework. This is worked out theologically and 

educationally through four basic elements which permeate the vision: wisdom, 

hope, community and dignity.  The Rev Nigel Genders, Chief Education Officer 

for the Church of England said: ‘The need to set out our stall in an 

increasingly fragmented educational scene and where wellbeing of young 

people is of national concern is clear. Through this vision pupils, parents, new 

and existing schools and teachers will know how aspiring we are for them and 

how we will best support them in future years.’  
 

The vision, in line with the Church of England’s role as the established Church, 

is for the common good of the whole community and its environment. ether 

The new Church of England Foundation for Educational Leadership which 

opens in the autumn, will be underpinned by this vision and will provide 

networks, training and research.  General Synod overwhelmingly welcomed 

the report following a debate in which the Archbishop of Canterbury, 

expressed his support, describing the vision as ‘immensely exciting’ and 

‘outward looking’. The Vision for Education document can be found: https:// 

www.churchofengland.org/ 



 

             

 

 

Do you receive our weekly email newsletter packed   with 

information  about upcoming services and events  

in the life of your church?  
 

Don't miss out! To be on the mailing list send your email address to Kate 

Bowers today: kate.e.bowers@gmail.com 
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Deanery Prayer Group: 13 December, 7 for 7.30pm   

Ss Peter and Paul, Lady Chapel. 
 

Many of you will know about this group, which I have been part of for a few years 

now. It hasn’t met at Peter and Paul church, since Greg’s last hosting of it here! Those 

who have been involved in the group much longer than I have say that they find the 

Lady Chapel one of the special venues for this prayer group and so it would be nice if 

a number of the regular members of the Peter and Paul church community could join 

us too on this evening.   
 

The Deanery Prayer Group allows lay and clergy to share free prayer without the 

structure of BCP or Common Worship Daily Offices such as Morning and Evening 

Prayer. It is an hour which usually begins with one person starting with usually the 

Collect of the day and a specific prayer and then every member of the group has a 

right to stay silent or openly express their own prayers as the Spirit guides them. It is 

usually individuals from a range of church communities in the Deanery and is a very 

free expression of prayer, mostly by people from a tradition similar to our own. The 

sense of shared prayer time is quite special, with an unwritten understanding that 

each person takes prayer in turn and doesn’t dominate the time, but also one 

person’s prayer may spiritually lead to a wave of related prayer from a number of us 

that grow that topic into all its different aspects. Towards the end of the hour a deep 

sense of peacefulness and presence of God with us can lead to about ten minutes of 

active shared silence between us, which is inspiring and rewarding. The prayers are 

then closed usually with the Grace. Afterwards we can chat and share tea and 

biscuits. Each meeting per month is in a different church within the Deanery. There is 

no pressure to come every month and sometimes people just join a few times a year, 

when they can. There are usually about 7-12 of us at each meeting.  
 

If this sounds like something that may grow your prayer life, why not come along at 

least once to the meeting in Peter and Paul to see if you enjoy it? 

                            Sarah Pelling  
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Deanery Synod Meeting Wednesday 7th September  

The Deanery Synod meeting held in Broughton church had a number of speakers 

and a range of representatives both lay and clergy. After welcoming our new Rector 

Rev David Walsh on behalf of the meeting, the Rural Dean led worship. 
 

The first speaker was Liz Holdsworth, Diocesan Director of Training who described 

the work of her Training Team based at Bouverie Court as well as the Diocesan 

training Discipleship courses, which were aimed at growing and discussing how we 

each engage with our personal Discipleship within our everyday lives. Liz asked small 

groups of us to share our feelings about what Discipleship means and feels like to 

each of us and there was a range of different answers from each group, including a 

Jungle, Challenging, daily, an oak tree and a need to learn more about God and this 
path of discipleship. 
 

Liz then explained the range of Discipleship courses that were on offer. They are 

open for everyone to join and provide a flexible and comfortable context in which 

to explore various topics with others; and led mostly by Liz who provides 

background notes from Scripture relevant to the specific topic chosen by the group. 

The cost is £10 per course, which also includes the loan of books brought to the 

evening from the Bouverie Court library and a free book from a good selection 

which help grow your personal Discipleship.  
 

Rob Parker-McGee spoke about an issue that had been debated in the Standing 

Committee and his talk was titled Maintenance, motivation and mission. He raised the 

concern about the amount and complexity of the paperwork and restrictions 

involved in building maintenance, regular reviews of buildings and when urgent 

repairs are required from the DAC and third party government agencies or heritage 

groups.  A range of experiences were heard, shared from lay members where up to a 

year and more has delayed important work, because of the complexity of getting 

work done. The meeting therefore reflected the feelings of the speaker that this was 

an issue that bothered many different churches and required further review by the 

Standing Committee and Denary Synod with the possibility of this being taken 

upwards to Diocesan and then General Synod. This request for new legislation 

would be presented to Synod through a private member’s bill, which Liz Holdsworth, 

as a member of Synod was happy to present, if asked. I was provided with one story 

from Peter and Paul, which I will pass on to the Deanery Secretary for consideration 

of evidence by the Standing Committee and then further discussion at Deanery 

Synod. Deanery is now compiling Deanery wide evidence of this issue for further 

discussion and possible presentation upwards.  
 

Diocesan Synod Meeting Saturday 10th September 

This began with worship from young leaders of the Diocese as well as a talk by one 

teenage girl about her personal experience of finding being a Christian a challenge 

from her peer group and a bit isolating within her church, as she was the only 
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person of her age. Being involved in the leadership groups organised by the Diocese 

allowed her to be and talk with Christians of her own age and gain in confidence in 

her faith.  Two members of The Children’s Society then explained their work of about 

130 years. Today they help a high proportion of exploited children and child carers, 

although not in the Kettering the area. They also offer advice on interesting 

Christingle services in the community that encourage young people to enjoy church. 

For further information their website is childrensociety.org.uk 
 

Bishop John as the current acting Bishop gave the Presidential Address. He began with 

his reactions to Greenbelt; but noted that talks had challenged and made him reflect 

on how much he and all of us need to walk the talk and whether busyness can 

distract us from walking the right path Jesus calls us to do. Bishop John emphasised 
the value of ‘God to be God in stillness‘. Another of his themes was ‘only 

connect’ This means we must notice what God has brought together and we must 

not – put asunder – examples were rich-poor, young-older, other Church of England 

traditions or other denominations, other faiths, and more. In all of this the Bishop 

suggested we aim to connect with everyone everywhere, because if not we are 

working against what God has brought together.  
 

There followed various votes and discussions about the accounts including a 

confirmation that lay and clergy training will continue to be a focus of growth and to 

be combined increasingly together on the same day, to mirror the fact that lay and 

clergy work together on a regular basis. There were also comments that whilst Parish 

Share was supported there were warning signs for the future that this could become 

a burden on some church communities and that the burden of maintaining buildings 

was distracting from the financial resources for growth in mission work.  Every 

member of Synod was given a small document for their PCC to consider and this will 

also be sent to the PCC Secretary for each member of the PCC to fill in a form about 

Giving For Life. Each PCC was requested to commit to at least three tasks this year 
from the list on this form – of which the PCC is already aware and has previously 

acted upon in the past Stewardship Campaign. The focus of the Giving for Life was 

explained as very much about growing mission and discipleship in the Diocesan 

Church and should not be seen as paying the incumbent’s wages. However, it was 

accepted that some people in a church don’t have the capacity to contribute 

financially.  
 

A final thorough report about General Synod was given by Revd Dr Guli Dehqani. 

After explaining the general business, she explained the atmosphere and concept of 

the ‘conversations’ about Human Sexuality. These she felt were very honest, at times 

painful and helpful because they were in a context of mutually respectful confidentiality, in 

which everyone patiently accepted various opinions on the matter. As this issue 

continues to be discussed by Bishops and then Synod again, it will become a matter 

for ‘conversations’ at Diocesan Synod in the future. Bishop John confirmed that the 

Bishops would be having a number of meetings about the above issue shortly.  
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DAVID’S FIRST SERMON AT Ss PETER & PAUL,  

11 SEPTEMBER 2016 
(Readings: Exodus 32:7-14;  Luke 15:1-10) 

 

It’s very good to be here this morning and I know many of you are relieved that at 

last you have a new Rector in place.   It is an honour - and rather humbling - to 

become the 53rd Rector of this parish.  In just three years’ time it will be the 800th 

anniversary of the appointment of the first Rector here in Kettering, something I 

hope we will all want to celebrate. 
 

I want to thank you once again for your warm and generous welcome.  And for the 

way so many of you have stepped up and played your part in the church during the 

vacancy. I'm grateful also to the Patron of this parish, James Sanders Watson, with us 

here this morning.  I'm especially grateful the selection process didn’t resemble one 

almost two hundred years ago in 1827, when the successful candidate just happened 

to be the Patron’s brother. 
 

Right at the start of my ministry here in Kettering comes a gift in the shape of this 

morning’s Gospel reading.  A reading from the heart of Luke's Gospel which gets to 

the very heart of what the gospel is about. The author Luke takes a special interest 

in things that are lost and in Luke’s Gospel Jesus is especially concerned with things 

that are lost and with people who have lost things.  
 

We use the word ‘lost’ to cover a range of experiences.  Yesterday I was doing some 

hospital visiting and lost my hospital parking ticket.  It was annoying and preoccupied 

me for around twenty minutes.  But it wasn’t life-changing. 
 

But sometimes we lose things which are closely wrapped up with our sense of who 

we are, with our identity.  And then we ourselves become truly lost.  In extreme 

cases, people lose their memories.  We talk about people losing their minds.  But 
many of us will have had knocks in life which led to us losing our way for a 

while.   We lose a job.  Or a partner, a lover, a friend.  We lose close family members 

through bereavement. Luke’s Gospel is interested in these experiences of lostness 

because Luke’s Jesus is interested in them.  
 

This kind of being lost is never good in itself.  And yet out of this lostness new things 

become possible.  Our true moments of glory come not at times of success, of 

welfare and plenty, but of lostness, hardship & uncertainty.  These are the moments 

of transformation. The experience of being lost, then found, is at the very heart of 

the Christian experience. 
 

Exactly 250 years ago last month a man stood in this very pulpit who wrote our best

-known words about being lost, lines in the most recorded song in history. 
 

'I once was lost  

but now am found'  
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When John Newton came to Kettering on 5 August 1766, it was 18 years after the 

religious conversion which began to change his life.  It would be another six years 

before he wrote 'Amazing Grace'.  
 

Right at the heart of Luke’s Gospel are three stories about being lost and losing 

things, following one after the other: the parable of the lost sheep, the parable of the 

lost coin, and a third parable we didn’t hear today, the parable of the lost son. The 

parable of the lost son may sound unfamiliar to you, and yet it is one of the greatest 

of all the parables, better known as the Parable of the Prodigal Son. It is bizarre that 

it’s not known as the Parable of the Lost Son, because ‘being lost’ is so clearly the 

common thread running through all three stories; and because the parable ends with 

these words: ‘this brother of yours was lost and has been found.’ 
 

But lostness isn’t something we find just at the heart of Luke’s gospel.  It’s there also 

at the start and at the end. In Luke Chapter 2 it’s Jesus himself - twelve years old - 

who is lost.  Mary and Joseph are travelling away from Jerusalem following the Feast 

of the Passover.  And then they realise Jesus is missing.  After three days they find 

him, back in the Jerusalem Temple, talking with the religious teachers.  Jesus says to 

his parents: ‘Why were you searching for me?  Did you not know that I must be in 

my Father’s house?’ Luke is a great storyteller and it’s hard to believe he wrote this 

story without having at the back of his mind another story, one which he tells 

towards the end of his gospel. 
 

Because this is not the last time in Luke’s gospel we meet two people walking away 

from Jerusalem following the Passover Festival, distraught because they have lost Jesus. 

It’s not the last time they encounter Jesus again after three days, engaged in a discussion 

of the scriptures. It’s not the last time the two people interrupt their journey and head 

back to Jerusalem. Luke tells these stories in such a way that when we read the story 

of the Road to Emmaus, we can find ourselves remembering the earlier story, of Joseph 

and Mary, out of their minds with worry because they’ve lost Jesus.  
 

Many of us will have had times in our lives when we have lost Jesus. When we can’t 

quite work out how once we felt close to him, and then somehow he no longer 

seemed to be part of our lives in the same way. And we try to retrack our steps and 

work out how that happened, and how we can change things so that Jesus is once 

more part of our lives, so that God’s presence, rather than his absence, is something 

we once again experience. 
 

When Mary and Joseph finally find Jesus again, he appears to be completely at 

home.  He says to them: ’Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?’ 

Which raises the question: ‘Who was really lost?’ 
 

It is we who are lost when we lose Jesus, when we lose sight of God, when we lose 

touch with the spiritual side of our character. I speak from experience, having spent 

fifteen years of my life away from Christian faith.  Like the people of Israel we heard 



14 

about in our first reading, I spent many years wandering in a wilderness.  I often 

regret it and lament what I see as wasted years.  And yet, like the people of Israel, 

that time has shaped who I am and now shapes my ministry, especially with those 

on the edge of the church, those who find faith difficult. 
 

Fortunately, as Luke’s Gospel makes clear, it is precisely at such moments of 

lostness that we can experience God in a new way. When the lost son returns to 

his father, his father sees him when he is still far off and runs and puts his arms 

around him and kisses him. This is a picture of God, one of the best we have. 
 

Once we find our way again, how is life different?  What is it that keeps us on track 

and stops us getting derailed?  A detailed map, perhaps, so we need never get lost 

again?  That’s not my experience.  There are Christians - there are indeed whole 

churches - who believe God provides such a detailed map.  In my experience, that’s 

rare.  Less a map, more a compass.  Indeed, less a compass, more a homing instinct. 

That feels more true to those moments in life when things do seem to go right, 

when we feel as if by God’s grace, we are living within God’s purposes.  It was such 

a homing instinct that took the boy Jesus to his true home - to his Father’s house.   

I believe it was such a homing instinct which has brought me here to Kettering. 
 

There is perhaps just one thing worse than being lost.  And that’s being lost and not 

realising it. To be relying, for example, on a mental map which is no longer helpful 

because a place has changed. Churches can get lost, not because they change but 

because the world around them changes.  It can happen to any church.  It could 

even happen to this great church.  
 

The way to stay true to ourselves when the world is changing is not simply to carry 

on as before.  The authentic way to be true to ourselves is to find creative ways of 

being the same person in very different circumstances. And something similar is 

true for churches.  The world is changing.  Kettering is changing.  So the question 

for our churches is: how do we remain true to ourselves when around us we see 

change?   
 

This parish’s distinguished history provides clues.  This year is the 100th anniversary 

of the creation of three new parishes in Kettering, the result of an imaginative and 

resourceful response by this church to the growing population.  It built three new 

churches, St Andrews, All Saints and St Mary’s and by 1916 these churches had 

become strong and resilient enough to have their own parishes.  This visionary act 
of generosity undoubtedly led to a growth in the Christian Church in Kettering. 
 

Kettering is once again growing.  It’s unlikely that our response is going to be the 

same as 100 years ago.  And yet the need for vision, for imagination, for confidence 

in God and for generosity remains as strong as ever. 100 years ago this church 

knew that Christian life and ministry were an adventure.  Let’s join them and be 

true to our heritage.  And in doing so, find ourselves again in a new way. 

David 
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HOSPITAL VISITING 

 a ministry for you? 
 

· Have you a few hours a week to spare? 

· Do you like meeting people, listening to their stories and encouraging them 

on their spiritual journey? 
 

Then you might be able to help! The Chaplaincy at Kettering General Hospital 

is looking for new volunteers to join their existing team of people who come 

in one morning a week, adopt a ward and visit the patients. 
 

The next training course for new volunteers starts on Tuesday morning, 

8th November and runs for 10 weeks (with a break for the Christmas 

holidays). For further details and an application form please contact Rev Phillip 

Staves, Lead Chaplain, at:- 
 

Kettering General Hospital,  Rothwell Road,  Kettering,  NN16 8UZ 

Telephone: 01536 492609 or email: chaplaincy@kgh.nhs.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

Wednesday 2nd November at 19.30  

Requiem for All Souls at Ss Peter & Paul 
 

Sunday 13th November at 10.50 

Remembrance Sunday Eucharist at Ss Peter & Paul 
 

Sunday 13th November at 15.00  

A service of remembrance in conjunction with the British Legion. 
 

Sunday 27th November 

Advent Sunday (usual Sunday service times) 
 

Sunday 27th November at 18:00  

Advent Procession with Carols at Ss Peter & Paul 
 

Thursday 22nd December at 19.30  

Town Carol Service 

mailto:chaplaincy@kgh.nhs.uk
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One down, two to go. 

 

The first year of my training is best described as a Roller Coaster ride in the Theme 

Park of formation and education. Those who know me well will also know that I love 

a theme park but I have never experienced one quite like this. There have been some 

real highlights that have included the modules that we have 

done.  Introductions to the Old Testament, New Testament 

and Doctrine along with a healthy dose of Church History 

have been really good.  I never thought I would be able to 

engage properly with the Old Testament.  Now I find myself 

doing just that.  Did you know there are two creation stories 
in the Old Testament?  I didn’t!  If that’s news to you, go and 

have a look and when you are looking think about the role of 

woman in each of them.    
 

I have discovered what it means to be Anglican. As did the Finance committee who 

kindly listened to my presentation which had to be done for my Worship portfolio.  

What I hadn’t realised is that we have Elizabeth I to thank for our Anglicanism (along 

with a few others).  My presentation will hopefully turn into an article for a future 

issue of the magazine.   My portfolio also meant that I have led worship in the form 

of BCP Evening Prayer at St Andrews, Yardley Hastings on a cold Sunday in Epiphany.  

I have to admit that I am developing a love for the Book of Common Prayer which is 

as surprising to me as anyone else.   
 

Sermons have been a big part of the teaching on two of our six residential weekends 

which has also included preaching to each other.  If you think 10 minutes on a Sunday 

morning can be challenging try 8 sermons in a day!  I am no stranger to doing 

presentations but my observation would be that it bears little relation to preaching 

in church.  That’s for two reasons.  Firstly, I’m used to 

presenting on things I’m an ‘expert’ in as opposed to a 

novice.  Secondly standing in a pulpit is like nowhere else I 

have ever spoken from and I suspect takes a bit of getting 

used to.  I was immensely grateful when preaching for the 

first time for the two people in my eye line who made a 

point of smiling and nodding encouragingly through the 

whole thing!  
 

One significant feature of each term has been the two assignments that we have to 

do. Usually 2500 words, they are on topics such as “Contrast the birth narratives in 

Matthew and Luke, and explore the particular message(s) of each gospel writer that 

scholars conclude from these contrasts.”  I made the mistake of tackling that before 

Christmas.  It ruined Christmas a little bit!!  I have now got myself into a pattern of 

study and tackling the assignments that seems to be working OK for me but does 

tend to ruin the weekends.   
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I have also been learning how to theologically reflect which is a very important part 

of our training.  It’s something that we learn and continue well beyond any training 

that we do. .  The challenge I have found with that is that I am an external thinker – I 

think as I speak.  Much theological reflection is done on your own and requires a 

more internal approach.  I am learning though and getting better at it.   
 

Of course as well as all the academic learning there has been lots of learning about 

myself.  As they like to say to ordinands, ‘it’s all formational’ and formation is a big 

part of what happens as we journey towards ordination.  
 

Now, unbelievably, I am well into the first term of my second year.  Time flies when 

you are being formed.  We started the year with a multi faith module which was 

absolutely fascinating and if you are interested I love to talk about it!  It included a 

trip to Leicester and a visit to Hindu, Sikh and Muslim places 

of worship.  Most of our teaching was on Islam about which I 

knew little.  I now still only know a little but what little I know 

has been transformed my understanding and highlighted just 

how unbalanced the media can be in its portrayal of other 

faiths.   
 

The one thing that I recognise is that I can’t do any of this in my own strength and 

it’s God that makes it possible.  However, he doesn’t work alone and I am so 

blessed to have so many people who take a lot of time and trouble to support me 

on this journey in practical ways and through prayer.  Reflecting on the past year I 

recognise how important the support of others, particularly within my own parish 

is.  It’s not just the big things, it’s the little ones too that make so much difference.  

So, thank you for your prayer, support and encouragement – it means so much     
 

Jane    
 

Jane is training on a three year course at the Eastern Region Ministry Course. 
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 Have you joined our planned giving scheme? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is planned giving? The planned giving scheme is used by members of our 

church to donate to the church on a regular basis, usually through a standing order.  

Why should I join? The majority of our income comes through the scheme. A 

regular donation allows us to budget our expenditure based on regular gifts. If you 

pay income tax we can automatically claim gift aid on your donation through the 

scheme. 

Where does the money go? Donations received through the scheme pay 

towards all the running costs of the church, this includes: 
Sustain our clergy - Planned giving allows us to pay our Parish Share which is a 

scheme used across the diocese to pay for and train our clergy. 

Paying to heat and light the church 

Maintaining the organ and running the choir 

Printing the weekly service sheets 

How much should I give? There is no one, easy answer for everyone. If you are 

seeking guidance, the Church of England recommends, based on biblical teaching 5% 

of income to your parish and 5% to charities of your choice. We are called to love 

God and our neighbour and our giving is an expression of that love.  

How do I join? To join the scheme please speak to the treasurer, Sam Dearden at 

Ss Peter & Paul or one of the church wardens. Sam sings in the choir and can usually 

be found in church after the service.  At St Michael’s please speak to the Treasurer, 

John Porter or one of the wardens. The standing order form is available to download 

from the parish website at: www.peterandpaul.org.uk/forms/ 

http://www.peterandpaul.org.uk/forms/


 

Home Tutoring 
 

Does your child need extra help with literacy, numeracy, reading or spelling? 
 

Available for 4 – 10 year olds. 
 

30 years experience of Primary teaching 
 

Certificate in Education,  

Advanced Diploma in Special Needs 
 

Enhanced CRB check 
 

Reasonable rates 
 

Contact Chris Simmonds 01536 524908 or 07761647116. 
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Kettering Property Services 
All aspects of  property maintenance including: 

 

Kitchen supply & fit or fit only 
Bathroom fitting, Tiling, Plumbing 

uPVC Doors, Windows, Fascias, Gutters, etc 
Garage conversions   

Structural alterations 
Decking, Fencing (metal or wood) 

Made to measure gates   
Wood/laminate floors 

 

Full liability insurance 
 

Free no obligation quotations 
 

Mobile: 07713242418 
Tel:  01536517803 

 

 

20 

 

M A COALES 
 

FAMILY BUTCHER 
 

70, Hawthorn Road 

KETTERING 
 

Tel:512721 
 

Meat purchased from traditional farms 

including free range pork 
 

Any type of order catered for, however large or small 

Home made Sausages & Burgers a speciality 



CHRIS DIAPER 

ELECTRICAL 
 

EST 1983 
 
 

Domestic,  
industrial &  
Commercial  
Electrical Contractor 

 
 

78 Neale Ave Kettering 
NN16 9HE 

TEL: 01536 520779 
MOBILE:07850 385538 

 
 

Wedding  

Reception 

 

A Toastmaster 

will ensure the smooth 

running of your 

Reception. 
 

 

Robert Civil  

London Guild of Toastmasters 

 & Member of  

Institute of Toastmasters 

Of Great Britain 

 

01536 482395 
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HAVENCOURT ROOFING 
THE COMPLETE ROOFING SERVICE 

All aspects of roofing work undertaken 
 
 
 
 
 

 

For a free quotation please call Wayne Boyce on 
Mobile  07761657352 
Home    01536 390511 

 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Slating and Tiling 
Chimneys 

Guttering – renew or cleaning 
Fascia and Soffits 

Lead work 
Flat roofs 
Skylights 
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 Ceilings 

 Skimming 

 Dry Lining 

 Rendering 

 Coving 

 Re-skims 

LEE HART 
Plastering 

25 Years Experience 

  
 

 

 

 
For a reliable, friendly and efficient service  

call 01536 484158 or 077578 31177  



 

R.F.BLOUNT 
 

PLUMBING, HEATING &  

ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

 

Free Quotations 
 

Gas & Oil Appliance Servicing 
 

Domestic & Industrial 
Installation and Maintenance 

 

Fitted Bathrooms  
Design & Installation 

 

Unit 2, Garrard Way, 
A1/M1 Business Centre 

KETTERING 
Northants, NN16 8TD 
Tel: (01536) 514046 
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LAWN MOWER 

 

 

 

Repairs, Servicing & Sales  

JOHN COLE 
 

58 Chase View Road, 

Geddington 

NN14 1AQ 

0795 100 4387 

01536 745771 



Services 
Sunday 
 

7.45am.   Said Eucharist at Ss Peter & Paul (BCP)  

9.00am.      Said Eucharist with hymns at St. Michael’s 

                (Sunday School in Scout Hut)  

10.30am.    Sung Eucharist at Ss Peter & Paul  

      (Sunday Club in Hall) 

6.00pm.      Evensong at Ss Peter & Paul  

      (on the last Sunday of each month or as advertised) 
 

Weekdays 
 

Wednesday     12.15pm.   Said Eucharist at Ss Peter & Paul 

Thursday          9.30am.   Said Eucharist at St. Michael’s 

Friday               9.15am.    Said Eucharist at Ss Peter & Paul 
 

Daily Offices:   Said Monday—Friday at Ss Peter & Paul  

       8.30 am Morning Prayer & 5.00 pm Evening Prayer 

 

See Diary/Newsletter for other services on Saints’ days. 
 

 

Clergy 
Parish Priest  

       The Revd David Walsh 

       The Rectory, Church Walk,  

       Kettering. NN16 0DJ 
       email:  david@peterandpaul.org.uk 

 

Assistant Priest 

       The Revd Canon Lesley McCormack 

       Barnbrook, Water Lane,  

       Chelveston, Wellingborough, NN9 6AP 

               Tel: 01933 626636  email: lesley@peterandpaul.org.uk   
 

 
 

 

 
       

For full details of church officials & organisations  

see the information brochure available in church, or visit our  

Parish Web site:  www.peterandpaul.org.uk 

24 


