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From Your Ministry Team 
 

Dear friends 

 

As I write, our country is in turmoil following the result of last Thursday’s 

referendum.  There are people who are pleased, hopeful and looking forward to a 

new era while others are deeply despondent , saddened and fearful.  What is clear is 

that this referendum has opened and exposed deep divisions within our country that 

risks tearing us apart and destroying the Union. 
 

What is also clear is the impact it is already having on some members of our 

congregations who face challenging times ahead within the context of their working 

lives, negotiating a path through the complexities and uncertainties that exist. 
 

But for each and every one of us, there is work to do in healing divisions and 

confronting suspicion and hatred whenever we see it or hear it – for that is what 

being a Christian means, that is what Christ calls us all to do.  We must work to 

overcome the darkness of fear with the light and joy of hope given to us in Christ.  
 

Later in this magazine there is a transcript of a sermon preached on Radio 4 on the 

Sunday following the result of the referendum which spoke to this need for healing of 

divisions.  And so there is a strong sense that we find ourselves in a time of great 
uncertainty, and a great deal to do.  There is a need to refocus and re-energise – as a 

nation, as communities and as individuals.  And this is no less true for our Parish 

community as we seek to reflect what it means to be builders of the Kingdom of 

God! 
 

It has been a very busy period during this time of Interregnum when our Church 

Wardens in particular have carried a heavy load, something they have done with 

energy, enthusiasm and grace.  But now we look forward to the arrival of David 

Walsh, our new Parish Priest and all that he will bring with the support of Carys – 

their gifts, their energy and their vision for what it means for all of us to be builders 

of God’s Kingdom in this lovely but small corner of the world. 
 

And so this summer, whether at work or play, may we all grow in our prayerful 

awareness of God’s presence within us, guiding and sustaining us.  May we take time 

to listen for his voice calling us to lives of unity and love, lives that rejoice in the 

richness of diversity remembering those words of St,. Paul: 
 

There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no 
longer male or female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.  And if you belong 

to Christ, then you are Abrahams offspring, heirs according to the promise! 
 

Your priest and friend, 

Lesley – on behalf of the Ministry Team 
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Broadway Cottages Trust 

Flat to Let 
 

The Broadway Cottages Trust owns houses, flats and bungalows 

in Broadway, Kettering. One of the purposes of this Trust is to 
help retired persons of limited financial means residing in or near 

Kettering by enabling them to have a comfortable home at a 

reasonable cost. Minimum age 60. No pets allowed. 

 

A two bedroom, first floor flat is about to become available 

for letting. If you would like to apply or require any further 

information please contact the General Manager, Mrs Marnie 

Fulton on 01536 483593. 

 

Cricket at Oundle 
 

What a great afternoon.  Thank you Martin Hill for organising 

this annual event yet again.  This year saw a surplus of people 

willing to hold a bat – something not seen for many a year. 
 

The day started with sun, but a gentle breeze ensued and with 

supporters feeling comfortable in light jackets. 
 

The rules of this particular match are not easy for most of the 

supporters to follow but nearing half-time Martin indicated that we were batting 

well and were in with a chance of winning…. Wow. 
 

The second half when Oundle went into bat was more lively with shouts and hand 

gestures from our team.  There seemed to be many bowled out but they did not 

appear to walk back to the pavilion – the rules are so different for this game!  But 

then it appeared our team was sensing victory and the sounds went up a little.  And, 

yes, we did win!  What a wonderful feeling. 
 

One of our stars, Luke Shackleton received a bottle of champagne for his superb 

catch.  He managed to stand just inside the boundary, lean back and catch the ball as 

it was about to go over the line.  Well done Luke. 
 

At the end of the game we were served with a splendid tea which rounded off a 

good afternoon.  Well done to all and we look forward to next year! 

Kay Short 
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The Archdeacon of Northampton writes: 
 

Good Ideas 
 

Did you know that it is 83 years this month since 

‘Monopoly’ was copyrighted by Charles Darrow? 

He later became the first millionaire game 

designer in history. ‘Monopoly’ wasn’t a new idea. 

There were many similar games at the time, but 

nobody had enough confidence in their idea to 

copyright it. Then along came Charles Darrow. 

 

Sometimes we have great ideas but fail to follow them through. There’s a 

saying: “The smallest good deed is better than the grandest intention.” Good 

intentions are only useful if they are followed through.  Jesus told a parable: 

"There was a man who had two sons.  He went to the first and said: 'My son, 

go and work today in my vineyard.'  'I will not,' he answered, but later he 

changed his mind and went.  Then the father went to the other son and said 

the same thing. He answered, 'I will, sir,' but he did not go.”  

 
It’s no use having a wonderful vision for what needs to be done (saying to 

God, ‘Yes, I will do this for you’, like the lad in the parable) if we don’t get on 

and do it.  The second son said the right thing but didn’t follow it through.  

The first son (eventually) did something about it. 

 

If Charles Darrow hadn’t got out of his armchair and taken his good idea to 

the Copyright Office we would never have read the words “Do not pass GO. 

Do not collect £200”. There are churches up and down the diocese that are 

thinking creatively about new ways of reaching out beyond the four walls of 

the building. There are wonderful community projects going on: bridges are 

being built, barriers are being removed and people are finding new and vibrant 

life in Jesus Christ.  

 

What is God asking YOU to do? What are you going to do about it? 

  

Richard Ormston 
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Have you joined our planned giving scheme? 
 

What is planned giving? The planned giving scheme is used by members of our 

church to donate to the church on a regular basis, usually through a standing order.  

Why should I join? The majority of our income comes through the scheme. A 

regular donation allows us to budget our expenditure based on regular gifts. If you 

pay income tax we can automatically claim gift aid on your donation through the 

scheme. 

Where does the money go? Donations received through the scheme pay 

towards all the running costs of the church, this includes: 
Sustain our clergy - Planned giving allows us to pay our Parish Share which is a 

scheme used across the diocese to pay for and train our clergy. 

Paying to heat and light the church 

Maintaining the organ and running the choir 

Printing the weekly service sheets 

How much should I give? There is no one, easy answer for everyone. If you are 

seeking guidance, the Church of England recommends, based on biblical teaching 5% 

of income to your parish and 5% to charities of your choice. We are called to love 

God and our neighbour and our giving is an expression of that love.  

How do I join? To join the scheme please speak to the treasurer, Sam Dearden at 

Ss Peter & Paul or one of the church wardens. Sam sings in the choir and can usually 

be found in church after the service.  At St Michael’s please speak to the Treasurer, 

John Porter or one of the wardens. The standing order form is available to download 

from the parish website at: www.peterandpaul.org.uk/forms/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.peterandpaul.org.uk/forms/
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WHERE is THE LIGHT? 
 

When I first joined the Serving team some years ago now, I was quite naive about what a 

Church server actually did and what was expected of them. I thought it was simply a case 

of 'swanning around the church dressed in white' - how difficult could that be? 
 

Indeed there is an element of this (hurrah!) but the most 

important role for the serving team is to ensure the smooth 

running of every church service - be it morning prayer, 

Evensong, Sunday Sung Eucharist or the annual Easter and 

Christmas festivals which require a dedicated team of servers 

to be available.  
 

Much of what we do in preparation is prior to worship and is 

relatively un-noticed as we arrive to church early to ensure 

that the church building is ready for worship. Tasks such as 

preparing the altar for Communion, lighting of candles, 

moving items of furniture (particularly for Parade Services) to aid the clergy and 

having a general awareness during services is needed. Without a doubt, we have the 

best view in church of worship and preparation of communion! After every service, 

the church is then returned to its 'normal order’.  During Festivals, we have a small 

number of people who have been taught how to be a Thurifer (smokin') and the 

Crucifer which all adds to the server's role.   
 

But we are fast becoming a dwindling team and we urgently need more people to 

offer their services. The number of children serving has also vastly reduced which is a 

desperate shame, because they bring something special and make a unique 

contribution (and on a lighter note, nothing looks more angelic than 'little ones' 

holding their candles in church!) Importantly, these young servers will hopefully be 

the adult servers of the future. 
 

We are a friendly bunch who are all part of the serving team for one purpose - to 

serve God.  We welcome anyone who feels that they would be able to offer their 

services to our team - be it a complete novice (as I was) or maybe someone who 

used to be involved in their previous church and wishes to join our team. Parents of 
young children (over 6 years) are also very welcome - no experience necessary as 

there will be in-church training provided!  On reading this, all I ask is that you 

prayerfully consider what it would be like to have a church which had no serving 

team - it would be very dark as candles would not be prepared, the altar would not 

be ready for Eucharist, the Crucifer would not be leading the clergy - there would be 

no value shown for worship!  Having servers for worship shows how important God 

is in our lives - please help. 

                           Jackie Moisey  

                           Head Server 
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Around the diocese… 
 

It was a very vocations day on Wednesday 18th May, Bishop of Brixworth, 

the Right Reverend John Holbrook, licensed two new officers appointed 

to help people determine their calling.  The Revd Jenny Opperman was 

appointed Lay Vocations Officer, and the Revd Jema Ball was set aside for 

her role as Young Vocations Officer.  This is in addition to Jema’s duties as 

Associate Vicar of Benefield, Glapthorn, and Oundle with Ashton. 

 

It was an interesting, and slightly convoluted journey for Jenny, both as 

clergy and an officer. It all started in the 90’s when Jenny was working 

with her husband in their business of growing plants for wholesale. She 

was worried because it was difficult financially, the business was just 

beginning and she said there were problems. She had a young family and 

life felt difficult. 

 

In the midst of her work, she had a moment of revelation. “I was potting 

pansies and I remember saying to God, if I get through this and my 

family’s safe, I’ll be ordained one day.” God kept her to it. When things 

got a bit better, she knew she needed to investigate ordination, but Jenny 

felt that she wasn’t what she felt was the ‘run of the mill’ vicar material, 

she wasn’t an academic and at first, she didn’t have any women role 

models. Then she met a woman deacon at her church. 

 

This was exciting. “I thought, Oh wow, there’s another woman serving 

God. I knew it was a real possibility.” This made her think about her 

promise again.  But to her ordination was a bit too scary. She decided to 

investigate lay vocations instead. Jenny began taking classes to become a 
Lay Pastoral Minister. She talked about the first time she did a reading in 

church. “I was so nervous, I was shaking like a jelly!” 

 

Her training complete, in 2006 she was licensed as a Lay Pastoral 

minister. Her family was a huge support.  Throughout her training her 

husband drove her to Bouverie Court because at that time she was too 

nervous to drive that distance. But, that wasn’t the end. “God kept poking 

me – I felt he was saying this wasn’t actually where you are supposed to 

be!” Finally, she began training to for ordination in 2009 and became a 

deacon in 2012. But her story isn’t over, she has a new role helping 

people to discern their calling. She is especially suited to this, having been 

in both lay and ordained ministry. 
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Jenny will help people in their discernment process – to find out where they 

believe that God wants them to be. She said the Peterborough Diocese Training 

classes, and in particular the Discipleship Menu were essential for her journey, 

and will help others as well. “If you’re not quite sure what God is calling you to 

be, you can dip your toe in the water to find out.” 

 

 Jenny said she was glad to have had support and advice from the Dean and 

Chapter of the Cathedral. The Revd Canon Jonathan Baker helped her at every 

stage,  and the Cathedral Dean, Charles Taylor, was her training 

incumbent.  They have been with her the whole way.  Jenny is very happy she 

will be staying at the Cathedral as her ‘home church’, but, this will not stop her 

travelling all across the diocese to meet people and help them find their 

vocation. 

 

If you want to have help discerning your vocation, contact her on 

Jenny.opperman@peterborough-diocese.org.uk. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Revd Jenny Opperman, Bishop John Holbrook, Revd Jema Ball 
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Reflections of Lay Pastoral Ministry  
 

I write this having just submitted my final essay for the Lay Pastoral Ministry 

course.  Looking back it seems that the best part of two years has flown, and I 

guess that this confirms that I have been enjoying myself! 
 

The second year of the LPM course has felt much more introspective.  We 

have built on the knowledge gained in year one by reflecting on the impact 

this has had on us and how we are being formed into effective lay ministers.   
 

Back in November 2015, we had a second residential at Bishop Woodford 

House in Ely.  We had an opportunity to catch up with our fellow students 

and explored being a part of the body of Christ, as demonstrated with balls of 

wool!  We considered the society that we live in and were charged with 

building a church from scratch using boxes, toilet roll tubes and other 

interesting bits and bobs.  Our team had to obtain approval from the 

"DAC" (Quentin and team) before the build began and I hope never to have 

to ask the DAC to grant the use of felt pens and glue again!   
 

Our understanding of scripture has been enriched through a module looking 

at reading the New Testament and my favourite module by far was on 

doctrine.  I never thought I would enjoy writing an essay on Trinity as much as 

I did!  
 

We finished our studies with the presentation of our parish projects; designed 

to be an introduction into our practical involvement within our parishes.  The 

wealth of skills within our cohort was humbling and I enjoyed hearing about 

the various projects being put into place, from bereavement courses to the 

hiring of a parish nurse!  There are truly some amazing people out there who 

have heard God's call and are not afraid to follow it - with astounding results! 
 

As for me, I look forward to celebrating with my fellow students as we are 
licensed on 24th September at Peterborough Cathedral (do come if you can) 

and am excited that the start of my licensed ministry will coincide with the 

arrival of our new Rector.  I pray that I can support our new Ministry Team 

and serve you, as I look to putting my skills to good use, serving the parish to 

the Glory of God. 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to say a huge thank you to all who have 

supported me through this journey.  Many have helped with childcare, loaned 

books, listened, and prayed.  You have indeed made this path easier to travel.   

If you would like to find out more about what the Lay Ministry course has 

involved please do come and find me. 

                             Tracy 
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Style and Substance 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Andrew Reid, Director General of the Royal School of Church Music (formerly Director of 

Music at Peterborough Cathedral) considers the question of style in music used for worship 

 

2015 sees significant birthdays for John Rutter and Bob Chilcott. For many people, 

either or both of these composers has created a wonderfully rich repertoire of music 

for the worship of the Church; other people may find some or all of their music 

inappropriate for worship. Music that inspires one community and sits well within 

their styles of worship is problematic for another. This should hardly surprise us: the 

same would actually be true of any music. 
 

In Brisbane recently I attended a Hillsong church, with professional musicians, songs 

written in the last decade, and a very different musical style to that of Rutter or 

Chilcott. The music did not in any way jar with the setting: an auditorium with a stage, 

a man up front joining up the different parts of the worship, and extended persuasive 

preaching from personal experience. 
 

Then, on the flight back to London, I read Frank Burch Brown's 

book “Good taste, bad taste and Christian taste,” which, as the 

title suggests, explores the relationship between artistic taste 

and music for worship. Taking these three matters together, it 

seemed appropriate to reflect on the validity of different styles 

of music in worship. I should say straightaway that there are 

undoubtedly also important questions relating to quality within 

each style which should be debated. But for the moment I am 

concerned with style. This subject, arguably more than doctrine, 

has been responsible for so many arguments within and 

between churches in the past 60 years that it merits 

consideration. 
 

However important they are in enabling and enhancing our worship, music and the 

other arts are not the gospel; and, whatever we might sometimes experience, they are 

not in themselves central to our Christian beliefs. For a start, some traditions worship 

without some or all of them. (To clarify, this clearly does not mean that they are 

unimportant, nor that they cannot hugely inspire us in faith and worship.) 
 

It follows that, alongside other traditions or cultures of the Church including poetry, 

art, architecture, liturgy and ceremonial, music might have licence to differ from 
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church to church, in the sense that the gospel itself must not: we are obligated to 

worship, but not told to worship in one style. Variety in styles of worship might 

occur not least as a result of differences in cultural contexts between Christian 

communities. 
 

We have come a long way from the colonial era where parts of Western Europe 

assumed that their culture was superior and should be automatically imposed on 

others for their moral improvement. We also recognize that many of the 

missionaries whose teaching took root worked by enculturation, blending styles of 

local culture with the substance of the gospel. In Western Europe, for instance, the 

message of the light of Christ coming into the world was enhanced by placing 

Christmas at the darkest period of the year, both replacing and borrowing from the 

pagan celebrations of midwinter. Black South African Christian communities sing 

music which fuses the simple tonal harmonies of missionary hymns with the 

indigenous rhythms, antiphony, movement and infectious community performance of 

tribal songs. 
 

Integrity of style - holding together the material of each act of worship - may also be 

important. Certainly many worship styles around the world are unified through a 

common musical language. It can be naturally harder to bind worship and the 

identity of the community together when mixing unrelated musical styles in one act 

of worship, unless we do so thoughtfully and creatively. On the other hand, variety 

can be used positively, authentically to reflect the diverse heritage of a multicultural 

worshipping community, or to express solidarity with the worldwide Church. 

Sometimes fusions of musical style may emerge which bind broad diverse 

communities in a common song. 
 

In our globalized, and, in the West, consumerist society, there is a danger that we try 

to re-enact music of different cultures without fully understanding or translating its 

context. Many Christians admire gospel singing, or the experience of worship at 

Taizé. But good gospel singing requires deep experience of, and training within, a 

cultural context as well as a certain level of choral resources: we may not have 

access to all these elements. Similarly, Christians who have visited Taizé may be 

inspired by the powerful prayer of hundreds of young people repeating the same 

simple chants in different languages in a candle-lit space. Yet will others always find 

the same chants as strong when they are transplanted into their own worship 

context which may have very different parameters?  
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Wandering round St Germain des Prés on a visit to Paris last year and hearing 

music, I came upon a small group of people of many nationalities singing Taizé at a 

side altar. It became clear to me that the fervour of popular piety with which Taizé is 

sung is an important part of its power as prayer and worship, which, of course, is 

true of many styles of church music. 
 

If we accept that choice of musical styles may be culturally inflected, does music still 

have a role to play in uniting the Church across the world? Pope Francis, in his 

encyclical Evangelil gaudium, states, particularly in relation to new evangelization: 'We 

cannot demand that peoples of every continent, in expressing their Christian faith, 

imitate modes of expression which European nations developed at a particular 

moment of their history, because the faith cannot be constricted to the limits of 

understanding and expression of any one culture.' On the other hand, he also speaks 

in terms of broad cultural swathes, implying that in the right situation parts of the 

Church may well be held together by common styles, particularly where they share 

a common or related culture. It was wonderful 

to hear Gregorian chant sung in Brisbane as it 

is in Pluscarden Abbey, Scotland or in Krakow, 

and to work recently in Westminster Abbey 

with singers from around the United States on 

Anglican chanted psalmody. A year ago in Port Elizabeth, I was inspired to hear the 

chanted liturgy of the Greek Orthodox Church sung as it might be in many other 

parts of the world. The radiance of worship was communicated through musical 

heritage and liturgical intensity even though I did not understand the language. 

Traditional music in worship may particularly be part of the identity of a diaspora, 

binding it to its parent community. 
 

One of the biggest battles in the worship wars from which I hope we are now 

emerging has been over whether church music should play principally on the 

emotions or the intellect. This battle is behind many a disagreement about 

appropriate styles of music for worship. 'Sweet sacrament divine', too emotionally 

saccharine for some, is almost a perfect textual and musical expression of the 

devotions of other Christians. The Stravinsky Mass would be difficult music for 

worship for many people; yet for some its block sonorities and cool relationship 

with text give space and beautiful expression to the liturgy. Some cultures emphasize 

more the intellectual and others the emotional. Both are open to abuse; yet both are 
also capable of wonderful flowerings which can lift us to God in worship. If people 

differ widely in mind set and gifts, as they do, surely both, properly used within 

appropriate communities, have a place within the music of the worldwide Church. As 

has often been said, unity is not the same as uniformity. 
 

If the Church is a family, love is surely required as the mediating factor. We should 

rejoice that some are lifted to God within a tradition which would leave us cold! 

Each community needs to find its own expression of prayer and praise, in order to 
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offer authentic worship within it. Change needs to be managed in love, with 

discussion, understanding, help and explanation; with leadership, but not unilaterally. 

Some are called to worship within hallowed traditions and some to forge their own. 

For some, witness is best borne through infectious celebration - for others it is in 

cerebral contemplation; those who encounter it need both, for not everyone can 

accept any one style. And if the whole Church is a family, we must accept and 

marvel at difference rather than rail against it. Let us be grateful that others find the 

sacred in different styles of music, and that all creation is capable of being drawn 

into the loving purposes of God. Let us not cease to be vigilant within our own 

church communities in seeking music which will enhance worship, develop thought 

and give new insight. 
 

The 'new song' of the redeemed is not a song with one particular tune. Yet the 

wonder is that it unites all 'tribes and tongues and peoples and nations'. It is the 

universal song of God's saving justice; a song we can all sing, whatever the style, 

whatever the resources. What matters is that we sing it with confidence, and that 

we live it daily in our hearts and lives. 
 

© 2015 Royal School of Church Music. Reproduced from ‘Church Music Quarterly’ March 2015 
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Greenbelt Festival 26-29 August 2016  

“Silent Stars” 
 

Boughton House, near Kettering 
 

Greenbelt is a festival where arts, faith and justice collide.  Engaged with 
culture, inspired by the arts, sustained by faith, Greenbelt tries to be an 

open generous community reimagining the Christian story in the 

present. We are hugely fortunate to have this rich experience on our 

doorstep.  
 

Greenbelt hosts a rich programme of music, visual and performing arts, 

spirituality, comedy, and talks and discussion. The diversity of content not 

only demonstrates Greenbelt’s commitment to the arts, faith and justice, 
but also its underlying values of tolerance, dialogue and hope. 

  

Greenbelt’s history is firmly rooted within a Christian tradition that is 

world-affirming, politically and culturally engaged. It is a family-friendly 

celebration, inclusive and accepting of all, regardless of ethnicity, gender, 
sexuality, background or belief. 

 

Event, ticket booking and practical information is available on their 

website www.greenbelt.org.uk  and you can buy tickets at 
www.greenbelt.org.uk/buy-tickets . 

 

 

http://www.greenbelt.org.uk
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Back to Church Sunday 
25th September 

 

Back to Church Sunday is a national event aimed at providing an opportunity for 

churches across the UK to invite people to come to church with them. Back to 

Church Sunday is targeted at both those who don’t usually attend church and those 

that used to attend but have fallen away in recent times. 

 

This year, the event is being held on the 25th of September. This happens to fall within 

the first few weeks of David joining us in his new position as Rector. Following 

discussions with David and the ministry team we are looking to hold this event and 

invite the people of Kettering into both churches. This will be an opportunity for 

many people within the parish to meet David as well as experience our worship and 

fellowship. 

 

During September, we are looking to kick off a marketing campaign, this will involve 

flyer distribution, banners outside the church and engagement with social media. We 

will be looking to send personal invitations to anyone who we haven’t seen for a 

while and to those who have recently been married or baptised in church. We will be 

looking for volunteers to help with the marketing campaign so please watch this 

space for more information on how you can get involved. 

 

The services at both churches on the day will very much be tailored towards the 

event and we will look and how we can provide the best experience on the day for 

any newcomers. Please put this date in your diary as I am sure it will be a really 

exciting event. 
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This September our Annual General Meeting is in 

Winchester where 140 years ago Mary Sumner started the 

Mothers’ Union.   
 

Mary Sumner was a clergy wife who saw the need of women 

and their children for education and support.  She invited 

members of their congregation to a meeting at the Rectory.  

Mary saw the people arriving and fled to her room leaving her husband to take the 

meeting.  As you can see Mary did organise meetings and was asked to speak to a 

large group of people by the Archdeacon of Winchester – branches were born and 

today Mothers’ Union is truly a worldwide organisation with Branches in 73 

countries.  It has kept the name, Mothers’ Union, although many have attempted to 

find an alternative name but without any success.  The letters MU can be 

interpreted as mission unlimited too! 
 

All our work is underpinned by prayer; one of our 4 Units being “Prayer and 

Spirituality”. This Unit organises quiet days and evenings every year plus a Wave of 

Prayer service, including prayers for our link dioceses abroad.  The Action & 

Outreach unit is active, organising Away From It All Holidays (AFIA) for people in 

difficult circumstances; knitting for babies and teddies and keeping in contact with 

our links abroad.  Marketing and MUe keep us informed of new MU brochures, 

cards of every description, badges, books and other items for members.  The 
Finance Unit keeps a tight eye on our finances.  We are not a wealthy organisation, 

however, we do send money to Mary Sumner House, our Headquarters in London, 

for overseas relief helping others less fortunate than ourselves. 
 

Our own Branch here in Kettering raised over £400.00 last year for the work of 

the MU here and abroad. Many members knit Teddies that the Police give to 

children where there is an accident, other are making special aprons (they have all 

sorts of buttons, zips, and pockets on) for those suffering memory loss, giving them 

something to occupy them and use their hands. But the main thing we ask of our 

members is to pray, pray for the MU, their local church, and members worldwide. 

Members who are unable to attend meetings agree to pray for the MU in their 

homes and are kept up-to-date with letters and cards. 
 

This Diocese has a Prayer Chain, which comes under the auspices of the Prayers & 

Spirituality Unit.  We have two chains, one north and the other south of the 

diocese.  A request is sent to the leader who then passes it down the chain, each 

member passing it on to the next.  We do not always know how the prayer has 

been received but we often get “thanks” from the person being prayed for plus 

their relatives.  This is a particularly important ministry. If anyone would like more 

information, please speak to Kay Short or Hazel Goodman (our Branch Leader). 

I am sure Hazel and I will come back from the AGM enthused by meeting so many 

new friends and inspired by what we have heard on this our 140th anniversary year. 

Kay 



 

             

 

 

Do you receive our weekly email newsletter packed   with 

information  about upcoming services and events  

in the life of your church?  
 

Don't miss out! To be on the mailing list send your email address to Kate 

Bowers today: kate.e.bowers@gmail.com 
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Where has the last 12 months gone? 

 

Sometimes it seems a longer time since Dominic’s last service, other times it 

seems much less.  For some of us it has been a learning curve, never 

expecting to be in this position as a Church Warden during an interregnum. 
 

Our church has been blessed in so many ways.  We have been supported by 

visiting preachers and by our own Lesley McCormack and John Smith (who we 

said thanks to at his retirement party in April).  Lesley has taken on the mantle 

since John retired, not only taking our services, supporting the wardens but 

making sure we all had rotas.  We cannot thank Lesley enough for her support 

and friendship.  Thanks also to my fellow warden, Kate, and Sam and Bill for 

their unstinting help and support. 
 

During these months’ people from our congregation have helped in so many 

ways and kept our Church running smoothly.  We give our thanks to them; 

your support and help has been so appreciated.  The interregnum has made 

me realise how many are required to “run” this church and how each one, 

however small the task, is needed. 
 

Yes, some of us will be only too pleased when the 4th September is here and 

David Walsh is installed as Rector of this parish! Changes may come and we 

need to keep our hearts open to embrace them with an open-mindedness.  

We pray for David and Carys as they prepare for their time with us and offer 

them a huge welcome. 
 

Thank you all. 

Kay  
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Sermon Preached on Radio 4 Sunday Worship – 26th June, 2016 
 

American writer and preacher Mark Yaconelli exploring how paying attention to the stories 

of our lives can help us understand the temptations and fears that hold us back from 

discovering what is real. 
 

When my family and I came to Wales from the United States, my neighbours told me 

a story to help me understand the Welsh people. It goes like this: 

A ship travelling through the South Pacific sinks in a storm. A Welshman survives the 

wreck--washes up onto a tropical island. Alone and stranded, he waits for rescue, but 

for months rescue doesn’t come. Timber from the sunken ship, collects on the beach 

and the man gathers the wood and builds a home, a pub, and other structures 

exactly like his village back in Wales.  

 

Two years go by and eventually the castaway is spotted by a passing ship. When the 

rescue crew arrives they are astounded at what the Welshman has constructed—an 

exact replica of his village. But then they notice there are two churches. “Why a 

second church?” They ask, “Well, says the Welshman. That’s the church I go to. And 

that’s the church I don’t go to.” 

 

Now that’s a tale that could be told of many denominations and nationalities!  Often 

the stories given to us by family and culture sort the world into categories of good 

and bad, holy and profane, winners and losers, deserving and undeserving.  

 

In contrast to most of us, Jesus is not entombed within the limiting stereotypes and 

stories of his family and culture. Jesus belongs to no group. He is homeless, living free 

within the present moment. Jesus encourages us to leave the old stories of us and 

them, to step away from the safe and comfortable, to move toward what is alive, 

sacred and meaningful.  He calls us out from families stuck in patterns of hurt and 

shame, invites us to a place where we can see one another without prejudice, 

without categories, without a script…He invites us to live with hearts that love and 

hands that heal.     
 

There is a place, Jesus tells us, where all fears are comforted, all divisions mended. A 

place where we will not be stranded nor orphaned. A place, as St Paul puts it – 

where we will know and be known. “If my life were a movie,” a friend said to me 

recently. “I would either fall asleep or ask for my money back. It’s so repetitive. The 

main character never learns anything. It’s the same storyline over and over and over 

again.”    
 

In our reading from Luke, Jesus is walking to the sacred city of Jerusalem.  And he 

invites us to walk with him. He calls us to step out of our repetitive, two-dimensional 

lives of eating and sleeping, buying and consuming, working and escaping. He invites 

us to stop participating in everything, anything that dulls or diminishes us. “Let the 

dead bury the dead.” He says to us. “Better to live out in the open, without den, or 
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nest, or home then to be half-alive, stuck within the predictable storylines of the man

-made world.”   
 

Jesus is seeking to free us from the stories we tell ourselves--a story called: Violence 

is Necessary. A story titled Conform to the Expectations of Others. A story called 

You are What You Own. A story titled I Don’t Deserve Love. Jesus breaks through 

the duality of good and bad, holy and profane, by inviting us to follow the heart’s 

deepest longings—to befriend the outcast, to see the humanity of our enemy, to hold 

a real affection for our own precious life.   
 

Jesus is trying to draw out the angels of our better nature by calling us to live in God 

as free and loving people. And we know what he is doing. We know what brings life 

and what brings dullness and despair. “Choose life not death” is the old and ancient 

Jewish teaching.  And yet so many of us find it difficult to choose what we know is 

spiritually life-giving. Instead, we engage in activities that leave us anxious and 

disconnected.   
 

In the West we’re trained to busy ourselves with our own fearful self-protection until 

our passions, our hunger and thirst for meaning is dulled and dampened, and we find 

ourselves living a life we don’t believe in. So we turn on the computer, look at our 

phones, watch television and distract our yearning hearts for another day.   We seek 

distraction after distraction until life begins to lose its colour and mystery.  

 

But Jesus takes our despair seriously. He is an instigator in the prison of human 

culture. He knows our emptiness is trying to tell us something and he invites us to 

take our hunger, our yearning for life seriously. 
 

One of the great Christian “sorters,” a true doctor of the human soul, was Ignatius of 

Loyola. His great art was discernment—the prayerful process of sifting through our 

human experience in a way that helps us see where life is opening up or blocked. 

One of his great tools was a little prayer called The Examen, in which he invited a 

seeker to pray over their day, noticing the moments when grace--life, love, creativity, 

the Spirit--broke through. Ignatius then asked them to pray through their day a 

second time with the purpose of naming moments of lifelessness--moments when 

they felt stuck, anxious, dry, isolated, closed off to God’s love.  

 

The reason Ignatius asks people to pray a second time was because he knew that in 

order to locate the living water of God we shouldn’t hold only what is life-giving, but 
also what is hollow and burdensome. Both experiences are fruitful, helping us 

understand where to direct the heart’s attention.   
 

If we are to follow Jesus, then we must begin to move toward what matters. Like 

Jesus we must seek to tell a new story. A story called Compassion. A story called 

Love is Greater than Hate. A story called Your Enemy is Your Brother. A story 

entitled, You Don’t Know How Beautiful You Are.             Mark Yaconelli  



 

More….Around the Diocese 
 

 

 

Nominate a project for the 2016 Church 

Architecture Awards 
  

The National Churches Trust and the Ecclesiastical Architects and Surveyors 

Association are inviting entries for two top church architecture awards.                                                     

 

New church buildings and new designs in church alterations or extensions 

can be entered for The Presidents' Award. The Presidents’ Award is 

awarded on behalf of the National Churches Trust's Joint Presidents, the 

Archbishops of Canterbury and York and the Ecclesiastical Architects and 

Surveyors Association (EASA) President. The architects responsible for the 

winning project will receive the Presidents’ Award paten and chalice. The 

winning church or chapel will receive a £500 prize.    

                                                           

Innovative, high quality church  conservation or repair work can be entered 

for The King of Prussia Gold Medal. The Gold Medal was the gift of King 

Friedrich Wilhelm IV of Prussia in 1857 who was highly impressed with 

British Victorian church architecture. The architects responsible for the 

winning project will receive the prestigious King of Prussia Gold Medal. The 

winning church or chapel will receive a £500 prize.            

                                       

Deadline for submitting projects is 31st July 2016.  From the entries, a 

shortlist will be announced in September and winners will be revealed at a 

special awards ceremony held in London in November 2016.    
 

Nominations can be made by architects, chartered surveyors, churches and 

chapels and anyone else with a passion for great church architecture at 

www.nationalchurchestrust.org/architectureawards For more information 

contact info@nationalchurchestrust.org 
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Home Tutoring 
 

Does your child need extra help with literacy, numeracy, reading or spelling? 
 

Available for 4 – 10 year olds. 
 

30 years experience of Primary teaching 
 

Certificate in Education,  

Advanced Diploma in Special Needs 
 

Enhanced CRB check 
 

Reasonable rates 
 

Contact Chris Simmonds 01536 524908 or 07761647116. 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

Saturday 9th July from 4.00 pm to 6.00 pm: A wonderful 

opportunity to go up the tower of Ss Peter & Paul, followed 

by .... 

7.00 pm: A concert by Corby Silver Band and Spectrum Choir. 

Tickets £10 from Jean Bellamy will include a glass of wine and 

refreshments at the interval. 

 

Sunday 4th September at 4.00 pm 
Induction and Institution of Revd David Walsh as Rector of Ss 

Peter & Paul with St. Michael & All Angels 

 

Sunday 2nd October at 9.00 am 

St. Michael's Patronal Festival 



Kettering Property Services 
All aspects of  property maintenance including: 

 

Kitchen supply & fit or fit only 
Bathroom fitting, Tiling, Plumbing 

uPVC Doors, Windows, Fascias, Gutters, etc 
Garage conversions   

Structural alterations 
Decking, Fencing (metal or wood) 

Made to measure gates   
Wood/laminate floors 

 

Full liability insurance 
 

Free no obligation quotations 
 

Mobile: 07713242418 
Tel:  01536517803 
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M A COALES 
 

FAMILY BUTCHER 
 

70, Hawthorn Road 

KETTERING 
 

Tel:512721 
 

Meat purchased from traditional farms 

including free range pork 
 

Any type of order catered for, however large or small 

Home made Sausages & Burgers a speciality 



CHRIS DIAPER 

ELECTRICAL 
 

EST 1983 
 
 

Domestic,  
industrial &  
Commercial  
Electrical Contractor 

 
 

78 Neale Ave Kettering 
NN16 9HE 

TEL: 01536 520779 
MOBILE:07850 385538 

 
 

Wedding  

Reception 

 

A Toastmaster 

will ensure the smooth 

running of your 

Reception. 
 

 

Robert Civil  

London Guild of Toastmasters 

 & Member of  

Institute of Toastmasters 

Of Great Britain 

 

01536 482395 
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HAVENCOURT ROOFING 
THE COMPLETE ROOFING SERVICE 

All aspects of roofing work undertaken 
 
 
 
 
 

 

For a free quotation please call Wayne Boyce on 
Mobile  07761657352 
Home    01536 390511 

 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Slating and Tiling 
Chimneys 

Guttering – renew or cleaning 
Fascia and Soffits 

Lead work 
Flat roofs 
Skylights 
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 Ceilings 

 Skimming 

 Dry Lining 

 Rendering 

 Coving 

 Re-skims 

LEE HART 
Plastering 

25 Years Experience 

  
 

 

 

 
For a reliable, friendly and efficient service  

call 01536 484158 or 077578 31177  



 

R.F.BLOUNT 
 

PLUMBING, HEATING &  

ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

 

Free Quotations 
 

Gas & Oil Appliance Servicing 
 

Domestic & Industrial 
Installation and Maintenance 

 

Fitted Bathrooms  
Design & Installation 

 

Unit 2, Garrard Way, 
A1/M1 Business Centre 

KETTERING 
Northants, NN16 8TD 
Tel: (01536) 514046 
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LAWN MOWER 

 

 

 

Repairs, Servicing & Sales  

JOHN COLE 
 

58 Chase View Road, 

Geddington 

NN14 1AQ 

0795 100 4387 

01536 745771 



Services 
Sunday 
 

7.45am.   Said Eucharist (BCP) on 1st and 3rd Sundays 

9.00am.      Said Eucharist with hymns (St. Michael’s) 

                (Sunday School in Scout Hut)  

10.30am.    Sung Eucharist (Sunday Club in Hall) 

6.00pm.      Evensong (on the last Sunday of each  

                 month or as advertised) 
 

Weekdays 
 

Wednesday     12.15pm.   Said Eucharist 

Thursday           9.30am.   Said Eucharist (St. Michael’s) 

Friday               9.15am.    Said Eucharist 
 

Daily Offices: 8.30 am Morning Prayer & 5.00 pm Evening Prayer, Monday —Friday 

 

See Diary/Newsletter for other services on Saints’ days. 
 

 

Clergy 
Parish Priest  

       Vacancy 

 

Assistant Priest 

       The Revd Canon Lesley McCormack 

       Barnbrook, Water Lane,  
       Chelveston, Wellingborough, NN9 6AP 

               Tel: 01933 626636  email: lesley@peterandpaul.org.uk   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
       

For full details of church officials & organisations  

see the information brochure available in church, or visit our  

Parish Web site:  www.peterandpaul.org.uk 
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