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From Your Ministry Team 
 
 

Dear friends 
 

Driving home from a Study Day in Cambridge yesterday, the sky overhead was 

leaden, it was unseasonably cold and sleet was hitting the windscreen – and this, the 

last few days of April!!  But this morning, I woke to clear blue skies, (very slightly!) 

warmer air, and once more I am encouraged and feel I can hope and look forward to 

the warmer, balmy days of summer.  But we are not there yet, and there is work to 

do – not least in my garden!! 
 

Through these weeks of Eastertide with all its joy and celebration, Jesus has 

constantly encouraged his disciples to look forward, move onwards and not stand 

still.  He tells Mary Magdalene to ‘go and tell’; and while offering the disciples His gift 

of peace, he says ‘I send you’ – they are to go out and take that gift of peace beyond 

the safety of their shared room.  And to Peter, he says ‘Feed my lambs, tend by sheep, 

feed my sheep’.  And this Sunday we will hear Jesus say to the man whom he heals 

‘Stand up, take your mat and walk!’ Rejoice yes, says Jesus, but stand still, look back – 

never!  He has given us the hope of new life and the promise of a seat to feast at His 

table in the Kingdom of God!  But we still have work to do, living Christ-like lives, 

building that Kingdom he came to proclaim!   
 

This means living out those values of the Kingdom of God about which Jesus taught 

and proclaimed throughout his earthly life.  In a few days time, we will have an 

opportunity to do this in a very practical way, for Christian Aid Week begins on the 

15th May.  In small ways, by giving or collecting, or co-ordinating those collections, 

each of us can do something to bring dignity and justice, hope and joy to people who 

sadly experience very little of this in their lives today. 
 

But there are other challenges, other opportunities out there and we must always 

have hearts and minds open ready to hear and willing to respond to the nudgings of 

God.  Before too long, David Walsh will be joining us as our new Rector and we look 

forward so very much to welcoming him and his wife, Carys.  David will bring with 

him his own particular gifts and skills, and a fresh vision of what it means to be 

builders of the Kingdom here in Kettering. 
 

So there is indeed much to look forward too!  And remembering that Pentecost also 

falls on the 15th May, lets brace ourselves, and see just what the power of the Holy 
Spirit will do in and through each one of us in the building of God’s Kingdom here in 

our small corner of the world! 
 

Your priest and friend, 

Lesley – on behalf of the Ministry Team    
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Choral Evensong   

for Trinity Sunday  
22nd May 

 

6.00pm at Ss Peter & Paul 
 

 
 

Come and enjoy the traditional words of the Book of Common Prayer 

in a wonderful sung setting  
 

ALL WELCOME  

 

Ascension Day 
 

Ascension Day is this Thursday 5th May, and it is, of 

course, one of the principal Feasts of the Church, on 

which all Christians are warmly encouraged to come to a 

celebration of the Eucharist.  
 

There will be a Sung Eucharist at 7.30pm at Ss Peter 

& Paul – but no service at St Michael’s as the church is 

being used as a Polling Station. 
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The Bishop of Brixworth writes: 

 

Shaped by God 
 

As I write I’m looking forward to returning full-time to 

Peterborough diocese after nine months of serving as 

acting diocesan Bishop of Leicester. This secondment 

has only been possible because of the quality and 

generosity of my colleagues who have been working 

extra to cover my absence. It’s good to have an 

opportunity to say a heartfelt “Thank You”. In particular, 

this experience has deepened my appreciation of 

Bishop Donald’s leadership of our diocese. 

 

One of the highlights of my Leicester time (apart from the success of Leicester City 

who are almost as good as Northampton Town!) was being asked to consecrate St 

Guthlac’s Church on Holbrook Road! St Guthlac was a Saxon Christian who 

founded a religious community (Crowland Abbey) just north of Peterborough about 

1300 years ago. 

 

The consecration of a Church and the launching of a new parish are very rare and 

special events. It was a great privilege to be involved and they were amused at 

having found a Bishop Holbrook* to perform the ceremony. In marking the Church 

entrance with the Greek letters Alpha and Omega (signs of Jesus the beginning and 

the end) I was very conscious of sharing in an exciting new beginning for that 

congregation which has so many great plans and ideas. 

 

For the past year I have lived and worked with the Leicester diocesan vision called 

“Shaped by God”. It has helped St Guthlac’s to clarify their mission and might help 

us to think about our calling. Shaped by God in our lives and communities we seek 

the growth of his kingdom in: 

The depth of discipleship 

 The number of disciples of Jesus 

  Loving service of the world. 

  

With my prayers and best wishes, 
  

              +John       
 

* The church is located on Holbrook road          
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To all of the people at St Michael's  

and at Ss Peter and Paul: 
 

I would like to thank you so much 

for all the donations that you gave 

to me.  Your kindness has helped me 

fill 50 bags of food that the people 

in Calais will be so grateful of. Thank 

you once again.  Kate Campbell 

Christian Aid Week: the week we love 

every neighbour 
 

Picture a young mother of four. Her husband 

has left. She has no land. No assets. No savings. 

And the only work she can get is backbreaking 

manual labour for as little as 74p a day. Her 

home has been flooded several times, and last 

August it flooded again. This is Morsheda. She’s 

our neighbour, and she desperately needs our 

help. 
 

From 15-21 May, our church will join with more than 20,000 others across 

the country for the sake of people like Morsheda. Across the UK and Ireland we 

will deliver 7 million envelopes to our local neighbours to raise money for our global 

neighbours in need. It’s an opportunity to reach out to our community, and to make 

sure some of the world’s poorest people have enough to eat and a safe place to live.  

 

A Home Safety Package from Christian Aid could raise Morsheda’s home 

on an earth plinth, safe from the flood plain, and give her resources to 

invest in things like farm animals, seeds and a composting kit – giving her 

the tools she needs to build a better future. A new chance at life  

for Morsheda costs as little as £250. 
 

Can you deliver and collect Christian Aid envelopes to your neighbours to help our church 

raise money this Christian Aid Week? Contact Kate or Kay if you can get involved. 
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Annual Meeting Report 2016 
 

This time last year we had just learnt that Dominic had been appointed to the post 

of Dean of Chicago Cathedral and that he would be leaving us in June.  Since then 

the Ministry Team and many others have worked hard to sustain the life and work of 

the Church during the Vacancy and thereby ensure that our worship and mission 

have not simply continued but have seen development.   
 

One very exciting development has been the Soup Kitchen reflecting our Christian 

social concern for those on the margins of our community and society.  This is made 

possible by the teams who prepare and serve food and by Lesley whose original 

vision led to the initiation of this project and who continues to co-ordinate it.  How 

wonderful that the Church is looking outwards rather than, as so often, considering 

its own needs. 
 

Another exciting development has been the project to redecorate the Church which 

was started in the autumn and was completed with very little disruption to services 

soon after Christmas.   We are very grateful to Bruce Lamford who liaised with the 

decorators throughout and to those who put such sterling work into cleaning the 

Church each Saturday in readiness for worship on Sunday.  The Church now looks a 
splendid and sparkling setting for our worship. It is hoped that this is the precursor 

to the reordering of the Church so that it may better serve the needs of both the 

Church and community. 
 

Developments have also been taking place at St Michael’s where work has been done 

to make the Community hall a venue which better serves the needs of the local 

community and to improve the garden which is a welcome green space in that area.  

It is exciting to walk along the new path and to see the newly planted willow tunnel 

– the next step is to be a sensory garden.  Grants have been obtained for some of 

this work but much of the labour has been provided by the congregation. 
 

In addition to our usual Harvest worship we enjoyed fellowship together over a 

Harvest Supper and entertainment by Tim Short.  It was good that the harvest 

produce was taken to the Food Bank.  We have continued to support the Food Bank 

with gifts brought by people to Church week by week and we are very grateful both 

to those who bring gifts and to Sarah Pelling who delivers them to the Food Bank on 

a regular basis.  The Food Bank also enables our ministry team to help people who 

come to Peter and Paul looking for help and assistance. 
 

Another important way in which P&P serves the community of Kettering is by 

keeping the church open.  A great many people come in to enjoy the quiet, to pray 

and to light candles.  This would not be possible without the help of those who open 

and shut the church and the small group of people who are “church sitters” –wouldn’t 

welcomers be a better name? A particular thank-you to Paul Chandler who co-ordinates this.  
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We always need more people to help with this ministry so please do let us know if 

you can help. 
 

It is clear from the vast numbers attending, that the Christingle Service and the 

Remembrance Day Services meet particular needs and bring people into the Church 

who do not attend at other times.  Here’s a real lesson in that where people feel that 

their needs are met they are much more likely to come in through the doors of our 

Church.  Research shows that mixed economy churches – that is churches that offer 

a variety of ways of worship are the most successful.  We have tried this out in some 

small ways this year – a Taize service, a family service on Good Friday and a Tenebrae 

service also on Good Friday. 
 

But it is also important that the regular worship continues and despite being without 

an incumbent for a good part of the past year our regular services have continued 

pretty much as normal. We are immensely grateful to Lesley and John and to Tim for 

enabling this to happen and to the other clergy, including Bishops, Archdeacons and 

Cathedral staff who have helped out at various services.  Thank-you  Lesley for co-

ordinating this; as well as for taking so many of the regular services yourself.  

With John’s retirement the PCC has voted to reduce the 7.45 a.m. services to the 

first and third Sundays of the month. Many parishes reduce their Sunday and mid-

week services during vacancies but with our Associate Priests we were, until John’s 

retirement, in the happy position of being able to keep the status quo. The PCC are 

aware that a mid-week service may be discontinued during the vacancy. 
 

In addition to our worship the pastoral care of both the congregation and 

parishioners has continued with John, Lesley and Kay putting in a great many hours of 

ministry especially to people who are sick or house bound. This is work that is 

undertaken on behalf of all of us and is much valued. 

It was sad to say goodbye to Dominic and the family last summer and au revoir to 

John Smith just over a week ago and then we also had the great disappointment of 

Andrew withdrawing his acceptance of the post of Rector....People keep asking about 

when we will have a new Rector; you will of course be told as soon as there is news. 

[Stop Press: see the announcement about the new Rector on page10 of this magazine!] 
 

In the meantime we have shown that the church can have life without an incumbent.  

During the past year we have together shown something of what it means to be the 

body of Christ.  So many folk have given of their time and their talents this year that 

we are bound to leave some out however I would like to mention and thank a few 

people by name.   

 Stella both looks after hall bookings and is the Queen of the photocopier, printing 

all our service sheets and the Parish Magazine.   

 Chris Diaper and Bruce Lamford as has already been mentioned give many hours 

of their time to keeping the church and this hall in good order.   
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 And the team of Holy Dusters led by Jean Bellamy keep the church looking 

spotless! 

 Robin and his merry band have kept the grounds beautifully cared for.  

 Sam (with the help of young George) has continued to juggle our finances, a role  

few of us would wish to take on!   

 And Caroline Ashby and Tracy have served us well as secretaries to the PCC. 

 Bill and Mark along with our choir have continued to enrich our worship with 

music.   
 

We are very grateful to all of these. 
 

Often unseen is the work of our Sunday Club leaders with the children, they week 

by week help develop uniquely important spiritual foundations for the younger 

members of our church community. For this our thanks must go to Tracy, Rose and 

their team. 
 

Unseen – but certainly heard are our bells and the team of ringers who faithfully ring 

for services and special occasions!  They send out a message to the people of 

Kettering that we are here and are an invitation to come and worship God. 
 

The flowers at Easter were stunning!  Jo Pearce coordinates this aspect of our 

church life but she would be the first to say that it is a team effort –it is much 

appreciated by us all. 
 

Many of our servers are on the rota nearly every week a real commitment on their 

part and important in ensuring the smooth running of services. Thank you! 
 

Our other servers are those who provide after church refreshments week by week, 

this enables the fellowship of the Christian community to continue after our main 

Sunday service each week. Thank-you to Robin and Jean for co-ordinating this. 
 

Without Brian in his capacity as verger there would have been some real slip-ups 

this year! He has ensured that we have communion wine, candles (for all occasions!), 

palm crosses etc and makes the church ready for worship. We really notice when he 

is away!  Thank-you Brian! 
 

Last year Dominic emphasised the need to have a Parish Administrator.  It is very 

clear to us as Churchwardens that if we want our next Rector to be able to fully 

exercise the ministry to which God has called him or her this is essential and will 

need to be a priority for the new PCC. 
 

So we reach another APCM in good heart, knowing that there will be much to do in 

the coming year but knowing also that God will be with us to strengthen and sustain 

us every step of the way guided and enabled by His spirit as the pilgrim people of 

God in Kettering. And, to God be the glory!     
 

Kay and Kate 
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APPOINTMENT OF RECTOR 
                         

 

 

We are delighted to announce that, following 

interview and with the agreement of the patron 

and of the parish representatives, the Reverend 

David Walsh has accepted Bishop Donald's 

invitation to become Rector of Kettering St 

Peter & St Paul with St Michael and all Angels.  

Subject to the normal Church of England legal 

and administrative procedures, David will be 

instituted by the Bishop of Brixworth on Sunday 

4th September at 4.00 pm.  
 

David is currently Associate Vicar of St Mary Abbots with Christ Church 

and St Philip, Kensington, with particular pastoral responsibility for St Philip's, and Area 

Dean of Kensington, in the Diocese of London.  David is married to the Revd Dr 

Carys Walsh, who serves on the teaching staff of St Mellitus Theological College.    

David says "Over the years, Carys and I have often heard about Kettering, as we both 

have family connections there.  But Kettering itself is a new experience for us: coming 

to live and work there is a big adventure.  We really like what we have seen of the 

town and the two churches and have been inspired by your vision as a parish for the 

future."    
 

Bishop Donald and Archdeacon Gordon are very grateful to all who helped with the 

preparation of the benefice profile, all the arrangements for the interview day and for 

the continuing and encouraging ministry of the parish in the service of Christ during 

the vacancy.  We ask for your prayers for David and Carys as they prepare for their 

move.  
 

The Venerable Gordon Steele 

Archdeacon of Oakham 
 

  

We join with Bishop Donald and Archdeacon Gordon in asking for your prayers for David and 

Carys as they prepare to leave David's present post and look forward to life in Kettering. We 

ask also that you will continue to pray for and support all those who are working very hard to 

keep things going during the vacancy. Please put September 4th in your diaries and try to 

keep the date free so that we can give David and Carys a real welcome.  

Kay and Kate 
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Betty Torbell RIP 
 

I first met Betty 30+ years ago at a Mothers’ Union Diocesan Council.  It was my 

first time, having recently become the Young Families Secretary and I was feeling a 

little lost when up comes Betty who had recognised that I was new.  I then noticed 

that day and on other occasions how she quietly went around the room speaking to 

people and welcoming “new comers”; what a ministry. 
 

Betty retired from the post of Diocesan Secretary after 10 years’ service and our 

paths did not cross for some time.  That was until we moved to Kingsthorpe and we 

received a welcome letter from her hoping that our time there would be happy and 

long (I had failed to register that the letter was addressed in Kettering!)  She was at 

the Induction service but with all the many people there I did not manage to speak 

to her. 
 

Then we retired!  On arrival at Peter & Paul we were told how wonderful the 

reorganisation of St Michael’s was and we decided to go to one of their services.  At 

the peace I was surprised and delighted when Betty turned around, when all I could 

say was “O Betty, it’s you”!  I talked to Betty many times at our Branch meetings 

along with Marjorie Greenaway, who I had also met at Diocesan Councils years 

before. Betty was one of the original Pilgrim Group members and when I joined 

them for one Thursday afternoon a month our friendship grew. 
 

A few years ago Betty was not able to attend St Michael’s or our Branch meetings 

due to frailty.  As I knew her I took her communion on a regular basis.  What a joy 

and privilege, one which I will miss very much indeed.  We got into a regular pattern.  

Betty always put a tablecloth on the table with a candle given to her by one of her 

grandchildren; a precious candle with a lovely cross on it. A friend from St Michael’s 

always took her the current service sheet and we always used the readings from that 

Sunday along with the collects, Betty often reading the Old Testament lesson.  We 

prayed for those mentioned and being Betty she wanted to know how all those on 

the sick list were, what was wrong and how they were progressing. 
 

After the short service we had tea and cakes (ruinous, but one she always produced 

was my favourite!), then she would bring out a list with all the questions she wanted 

to ask me.   
 

Betty always had the Clergy Diocesan Directory and, from the Church Times she had 

weekly, would change the names of the new incumbents.  The Church Times was 

always passed on to someone else, so they had the benefit of it too.  Last year, she 

wrote to the Diocesan Office querying their new font which wasn’t so good for 

aging eyes! 
 

Her ministry was writing and keeping in touch with friends by telephone.  She often 

knew about Parish happenings before I did!   
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Betty always wanted to know how the MU was doing and when I became a vice 

president with responsibility for the Peterborough Deanery she was able to tell me 

about the different branches, having lived in Peterborough previously. Her knowledge 

and interest in so many aspects of Church life was incredible and never diminished. A 

lady who showed love to all she met. 
 

I know she was involved with the Cub/Scout movement and many of her “cubs” still 

kept in touch. 
 

Betty you will be missed by so many people.  We thank you for your friendship and 

for showing us the love of Christ in your life. 
 

Kay Short 

 
There will be a Memorial Service for Betty Torbell  

on Monday 9th May, at 3.30 pm at St Michael’s 

Lent Lunches 
 
A thank you to everyone who contributed to the lunches in aid of 

the Leprosy Mission.  The lunches were very successful and thanks 

to Kate Boniface-Allen who oversaw the lunches, plus all the 

helpers, without whom we would not have been able to raise 

£400.00, which includes gift aid. 
 

We had a wonderful variety of soups, some of which I had never 
tasted before… but were delicious. It was an occasion for members 

of both congregations to meet together informally, yet at the same 

time help others worse off than ourselves. It was good on a few 

weeks to find some of our soup kitchen folk join us.  It was a time 

of fellowship too and new acquaintances made. 
 

Thank you again to all who helped in any way. 
 

Kay Short 
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Welcome to afternoon tea! 
Sunday, 22nd May, 2016 

from 
4.00p.m. 

 

Afternoon tea will be served in the Parish Hall 
and all are welcome. Proceeds from the cost of 
£3.50 will go towards a new kitchen enabling the 
Soup Kitchen to progress, as units are in need 
of attention. 
 

This is an opportunity to join together in 
fellowship and to enjoy a traditional afternoon 
tea. 
 

Come and join us and then experience the joys 
and uplifting singing of the choir in Choral 
Evensong. 
 

Please let us know if lifts are required and we 
will try and accommodate them. 
 

Further details can be obtained from: Valerie 
Drage or Kay Short 



Around the diocese… 

 

The Queen says she is ‘very grateful’  

for the nation’s prayers 
 

In a strong statement of faith, the Queen has  

said that she is ‘very grateful’ to the nation for  

its prayers for her and that she has felt God’s  

‘faithfulness’ during 64 years on the throne.   

The comments – rare insights into the Queen’s  

personal thoughts and Christian faith – came in  

the foreword to a new book, The Servant  

Queen and the King She Serves, published  

by Bible Society, HOPE and LICC. 
 

Her Majesty said, “I have been – and remain – very grateful to you for your 

prayers and to God for his steadfast love. I have indeed seen his faithfulness.” 

 The book was published to mark the Queen’s 90th birthday in April. In her 

comments, the Queen referred to the changes she has seen in her life, which 

has made her the longest-reigning monarch in British history. 
 

“The extent and pace of change has been truly remarkable,” she said. “We 

have witnessed triumphs and tragedies.” And she alluded to the current 

problems in the Middle East saying that the world is now experiencing 

“terrible suffering on an unprecedented scale”. 
 

 The Queen’s Christian faith is well-known. In recent years, Her Majesty has 

referred to her beliefs in public statements, including Christmas broadcasts. 

The Servant Queen and the King She Serves highlights the Queen’s faith and how 
it has shaped her personal life and service to the nation. A 12-page schools 

version has been published by Scripture Union.  
 

Use the book as part of your celebration. The Bible Society, HOPE, LICC and 

Scripture Union are encouraging churches to bring communities together to 

celebrate the Queen’s 90th birthday with Thanksgiving services and street 

parties on Sunday 12 June – giving the book away as a gift to party guests. 
 

Copies of The Servant Queen and the King She Serves are available in 

packs of 10 at £1 a copy (plus p&p).  Visit www.hopetogether.org.uk/thequeen  

to order copies and for ideas on how to hold a street party and Thanksgiving 

service.  
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Do you receive our weekly email newsletter packed   with 

information  about upcoming services and events  

in the life of your church?  
 

Don't miss out! To be on the mailing list send your email address to Kate 

Bowers today: kate.e.bowers@gmail.com 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

12th May at 7.30 pm   

Eucharist and first meeting of the new PCC followed by 

refreshments 
 

22nd May at 4.30 pm   

Afternoon Tea in the Parish Rooms followed by Choral Evensong 
 

3rd July at 10.30 am   

Ss Peter & Paul Patronal Festival - Joint Service, followed by Parish 

Barbeque President and Preacher: The Rt Reverend John Holbrook, 

Bishop of Brixworth 
 

4th September at 4.00 pm 

Induction and Institution of Canon David Walsh as Rector of Ss 

Peter & Paul with St. Michael & All Angels 
 

2nd October at 9.00 am 

St. Michael's Patronal Festival 
 



16 

What St. Michael’s means to me 

 
Earlier this week I was asked to write about what St Michaels means to me. My initial 

thought was that I've been asked to write about much tougher subjects and that this 

would be a piece of cake. How wrong could I be?  
 

Had I been asked what church means to me, I could have reeled off a variety of 

answers. Going to church means being able to worship, praise the Lord and be 

reminded to be thankful, as I have much to be thankful for. Church means learning 

new lessons, reflecting on sermons and living as a disciple of Christ. We all know that 

churches are temples of worship in many forms and each have their own meaning. A 

church built in the sign of the cross is dedicated to the Saviour and reminds us of 

Christ's crucifixion. A church built in the shape of a ship tells us that through church 

we are saved. So what does our church, a church built over 100 years ago to serve as 

a mission church say about us? 
 

St Michaels says worship. It says pray and praise, listen and learn. It says all the good 

things a church should say but it does, is and means so much more. For me, St 

Michaels church isn't about the building that has stood the test of time, the church is 

the people that attend to worship. The building itself could fall down but the St 

Michaels congregation would stand strong. St Michaels has something special going 

on, the Holy Spirit amongst us that provides us with volunteer helpers, children 

attending because they want to, not because they have to and a clergy working 

tirelessly to ensure both the spiritual and emotional needs of the parish are met. We 

are blessed with each and every man, woman and child who comes to the church. 
 

St Michaels says Welcome. It says happiness and hope. It says laughter and friendship. 

It says salvation. It says community. It says safe, selfless and supporting. It says relevant 

and purposeful, sacred and sincere, generous and merciful. It says family. It says love. 

My church is a little piece of heaven that is truly a gift from God. And it means the 

world to me. 
 

Kate Boniface-Allen 
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Book Review 
 

Rescuing the Bible from Fundamentalism: 

A Bishop Rethinks the Meaning of Scripture 
 

John Shelby Spong 
HarperCollins, ISBN: 0060675527 

 

Bishop John Shelby Spong is one of the more 

controversial people, and probably the most controversial 

bishop so far, in The Episcopal Church, our American 

Anglican “cousin.” During his long career as both parish 

priest and bishop he has come to champion (and insist 

on) the need for the church to be inclusive and relevant 

at every level of its existence. His stand against prejudice and bigotry has earned him 

a great deal of hate and fear from people who are anxious to cling tightly onto the 

status quo. Exclusion of people on the ground of race or ethnicity, age, gender, sexual 

orientation: all are negative attitudes he has consistently tried to eradicate. 

 

The Bishop is a formidable Biblical scholar and expert who loves the Bible; and is 

outspoken against sloppy or deliberately misleading Biblical interpretation. The danger 

of Biblical fundamentalism – believing that the words of the Bible are literally true – is 

at the core of this book. He challenges long-held views about how the Bible has been 

used to justify racism, slavery, subordinating women and denying them any authority 

in the church and the world, demonising gay and lesbian people, war and revenge. 

“The biblical scholarship of the past 200 years has simply not been made available to 

the man or woman in the [church] pew,” he says sadly. He explores topics such as 

what is ‘The Word of God,’ what is the authority of Scripture, who is Jesus, and how 

the world-view / context of 1st century Palestine dictates much of what we find in 

the New Testament.  Along the way Bishop Spong tries to open readers’ eyes and 

minds to discover how abandoning a literalistic view of the Bible can liberate people 

to see its genuine power. 

 
Some might find this a difficult book to read. It will disturb many if their long-

cherished beliefs are dismantled and “absolute certainties” are shown to be empty 

words. But let the intriguing first sentence, “Sex drove me to the Bible” (yes, really!) 

lead you into finding out what he has to say.  Even if you disagree with him, there’s 

plenty of material to read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest to inform a healthy 

spiritual development. 

 

Leslie Spatt 



More….Around the Diocese 
 

Government’s English Churches and Cathedrals Sustainability Review 

welcomed by the Church of England 
 

The Church of England welcomes the Chancellor’s announcement of an ‘English 

Churches and Cathedrals Sustainability Review’ which is the first time Government 

has brought together experts to consider the future of England’s magnificent church 

heritage.  The Church of England is the largest steward of England’s built heritage 

through its network of 16,000 parish churches. Among these are 45% of England’s 

grade I listed buildings, showing just how special these buildings are. 
 

Sally van der Sterren, DAC Secretary of Peterborough Diocese said: “As our 

churches look at new ways to engage further with the wider community, develop 

their mission and formulate strategies to sustain their buildings, this national focus 

on the pertinent issues is very much welcomed”.  The Church has always appreciated 

that the value of these buildings goes beyond the ways they tell our shared history – 

they are also crucial to the present and future of local communities.  

 

The Bishop of Worcester and lead bishop for church buildings, the Rt Revd Dr John 

Inge, said: “Churches offer space for prayer, worship and the bringing together of 

community, everywhere from inner cities to country villages. They are the jewel in 

the crown of our built heritage and immensely important community hubs.  The 

Review Group’s remit to look at new models of financing repairs and maintenance of 

churches and cathedrals, as well as increasing community use, supports the Church 

of England’s own aims. That the Government taking responsibility in this area is very 

encouraging.” 

 

Many churches have already adopted innovative ideas and creative solutions in order 

to enhance sustainability and build links with local communities. St David’s Church at 

Northampton recently opened St David’s Café, a community café and lunch club for 

seniors, St Andrew’s church is also Kettering Arts Centre, a venue for music, theatre 

and comedy events. In neither of these places does the provision of community 

spaces or the running of events conflict with the underlying mission of the church. 

Instead the combination of functions is seen as an important and entirely 

appropriate response to the needs of local communities, bringing people in to 

church. 
 

Not every church can re-invent itself as dramatically, and the Review Group will look 

particularly hard at rural churches where the challenges of population change may 

well present specific issues. Innovations such as the Churches Conservation Trust’s 

‘champing’ (church camping) and the Church of England’s own Virtuous Circles 

project, currently in development phase, to allow rural churches to be used by 

walkers for overnight stays, will be part of the picture.  
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Home Tutoring 
 

Does your child need extra help with literacy, numeracy, reading or spelling? 
 

Available for 4 – 10 year olds. 
 

30 years experience of Primary teaching 
 

Certificate in Education,  

Advanced Diploma in Special Needs 
 

Enhanced CRB check 
 

Reasonable rates 
 

Contact Chris Simmonds 01536 524908 or 07761647116. 
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Anyone for Cricket? 
 

The annual cricket match between our parish and 
Oundle will be held on Sunday 19th June starting 

at 2.30pm at the usual venue of the Oundle School 

playing fields. 
 

This is a really inclusive event – if you can walk out with 

a bat in your hand you will be welcomed with open 

arms; if you can also hit the ball that will be an 

advantage! 

 

If you really can’t play do come along and support our team and bring some goodies 

for tea.  Lifts will be available for those who need them. 
 

For further details please contact Martin Hill D: 01604 258597 M: 07785 542584 



Kettering Property Services 
All aspects of  property maintenance including: 

 

Kitchen supply & fit or fit only 
Bathroom fitting, Tiling, Plumbing 

uPVC Doors, Windows, Fascias, Gutters, etc 
Garage conversions   

Structural alterations 
Decking, Fencing (metal or wood) 

Made to measure gates   
Wood/laminate floors 

 

Full liability insurance 
 

Free no obligation quotations 
 

Mobile: 07713242418 
Tel:  01536517803 
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M A COALES 
 

FAMILY BUTCHER 
 

70, Hawthorn Road 

KETTERING 
 

Tel:512721 
 

Meat purchased from traditional farms 

including free range pork 
 

Any type of order catered for, however large or small 

Home made Sausages & Burgers a speciality 



CHRIS DIAPER 

ELECTRICAL 
 

EST 1983 
 
 

Domestic,  
industrial &  
Commercial  
Electrical Contractor 

 
 

78 Neale Ave Kettering 
NN16 9HE 

TEL: 01536 520779 
MOBILE:07850 385538 

 
 

Wedding  

Reception 

 

A Toastmaster 

will ensure the smooth 

running of your 

Reception. 
 

 

Robert Civil  

London Guild of Toastmasters 

 & Member of  

Institute of Toastmasters 

Of Great Britain 

 

01536 482395 
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HAVENCOURT ROOFING 
THE COMPLETE ROOFING SERVICE 

All aspects of roofing work undertaken 
 
 
 
 
 

 

For a free quotation please call Wayne Boyce on 
Mobile  07761657352 
Home    01536 390511 

 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Slating and Tiling 
Chimneys 

Guttering – renew or cleaning 
Fascia and Soffits 

Lead work 
Flat roofs 
Skylights 
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 Ceilings 

 Skimming 

 Dry Lining 

 Rendering 

 Coving 

 Re-skims 

LEE HART 
Plastering 

25 Years Experience 

  
 

 

 

 
For a reliable, friendly and efficient service  

call 01536 484158 or 077578 31177  



 

R.F.BLOUNT 
 

PLUMBING, HEATING &  

ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

 

Free Quotations 
 

Gas & Oil Appliance Servicing 
 

Domestic & Industrial 
Installation and Maintenance 

 

Fitted Bathrooms  
Design & Installation 

 

Unit 2, Garrard Way, 
A1/M1 Business Centre 

KETTERING 
Northants, NN16 8TD 
Tel: (01536) 514046 
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LAWN MOWER 

 

 

 

Repairs, Servicing & Sales  

JOHN COLE 
 

58 Chase View Road, 

Geddington 

NN14 1AQ 

0795 100 4387 

01536 745771 



Services 
Sunday 
 

7.45am.   Said Eucharist (BCP) 

9.00am.      Said Eucharist with hymns (St. Michael’s) 

                (Sunday School in Scout Hut)  

10.30am.    Sung Eucharist (Sunday Club in Hall) 

6.00pm.      Evensong (on the last Sunday of each  

                 month or as advertised) 
 

Weekdays 
 

Wednesday     12.15pm.   Said Eucharist 

Thursday           9.30am.   Said Eucharist (St. Michael’s) 

Friday               9.15am.    Said Eucharist 
 

Daily Offices: 8.30 am Morning Prayer & 5.00 pm Evening Prayer, Monday —Friday 

 

See Diary/Newsletter for other services on Saints’ days. 
 

 

Clergy 
Parish Priest  

       Vacancy 

 

Assistant Priest 

       The Revd Canon Lesley McCormack 

       Barnbrook, Water Lane,  
       Chelveston, Wellingborough, NN9 6AP 

               Tel: 01933 626636  email: lesley@peterandpaul.org.uk   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
       

For full details of church officials & organisations  

see the information brochure available in church, or visit our  

Parish Web site:  www.peterandpaul.org.uk 
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