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From Your Ministry Team 
 

 

Dear friends 
 

When I wrote this letter last month, we were half way through Lent looking towards 

Palm Sunday, Holy Week and Easter.  As I look back, I am profoundly grateful for the 

wonderful experience we shared together through the glorious liturgies of the 

church.  There was much that was familiar but there were some things new to us – 

among them the giving of a nail on Palm Sunday to be returned to the foot of the 

Cross on Good Friday and I am aware of how powerfully moving this was for a 

number of people.  The combination of the old and the new enabled many to feel 

truly refreshed and renewed – and that is what Resurrection is all about!  
 

April sees us journeying through the Eastertide singing yet more Alleluias as we travel 

towards Ascension Day and on to the great feast of Pentecost.  And it is a reminder 

that the risen Christ is forever calling us onwards in to a new future, a new dawn.  At 

the empty tomb, the risen Christ calls Mary Magdalene by her name and says to her: 

‘Go to my brothers and say to them........’ there was no time to simply sit around and 

hold on to the moment – there was work to do.  They had to look to the future. 
 

The disciples were both filled with joy, yet struggled to understand - much like us I 

suspect at times.  But Jesus keeps calling them onwards, onwards towards the 

Ascension.  When He is no longer in their midst, they stand gazing heavenwards, 

wondering, perplexed when they are challenged by an Angel – “Men of Galilee, why 

do you stand there gazing towards heaven?  It must have been a hard lesson I 

imagine.  After three amazing years of friendship, miraculous experiences, 

encouragement and nurture, suddenly Jesus is no longer there to hold their hand as 

it were.  They had to learn to live without him, and look to the future, to the 

promised gift of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. 
 

Times of challenge are also times of opportunity, and filled with the power of that 

promised gift, the disciples grasped the opportunity God had given them, an 

opportunity that would ultimately see the Good News spread far beyond Galilee and 

Jerusalem to every corner of the world. 
 

Through these Great Fifty Days of Easter, Christ continues to call us onward, 

encouraging us to look forward – always.  We find ourselves living with the challenge 

of a longer than anticipated interregnum, and a Parish that has in the space of ten 

months gone from three priests to one.   But our challenge is also our opportunity.  

In a few days time we will have our Annual Parochial Church Meeting, a time to elect 

our PCC and to begin to plan for the future.  Grasp the opportunity God has given 
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Do you receive our weekly email newsletter packed 

with info about upcoming services and events  

in the life of your church?  
 

Don't miss out! To be on the mailing list send your email address to 

Kate Bowers today: kate.e.bowers@gmail.com 

to us, and ask yourselves ‘In what way is God calling me to serve Him, to play my part 

in the building of His Kingdom’.  Then prepare to be amazed at what the Holy Spirit 

will do!! 

 

Alleluia, Christ is Risen! 

 

Your priest and friend 

Lesley – on behalf of the Ministry Team 
 

 

Choral Evensong   

Next Sunday April 24th  
6.00pm at Ss Peter & Paul 

Evensong for St Mark 
Preacher: Mrs Kate Bowers 

 

 
 

Come and enjoy the traditional words of the Book of Common Prayer 

in a wonderful sung setting  
 

ALL WELCOME  
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The Archdeacon of Oakham writes: 

Supposing him to be the gardener   
 

As we know, and as our gospel readings in this Easter 

season remind us, the early disciples were taken by 

surprise by the risen Jesus, despite everything that he had 

told them beforehand. Mary Magdalene thinks Jesus is the 

gardener when he appears before her on Easter morning, 

and only recognises him for who he is when he calls her 

by name. Cleopas and his companion accompany Jesus all 

the way to Emmaus on Easter afternoon without 

recognising him, until he makes himself known in the breaking of the bread. 

Peter and his companions, fishing in the Sea of Galilee, only recognise the 

stranger on the shore as Jesus himself after he has directed them to make their 

spectacular catch of one hundred and fifty three fish.  
 

This prompts me to ask: are we, in our day, any better at recognising Jesus for 

who he is? One commentator whom I read recently portrays our contemporary 

culture as having two distorted pictures of the living God, which he characterises 

respectively as “cosy immanence” and “irrelevant transcendence”.  
 

Do we recognise our risen Lord for who he is, or do we, on the one hand, 

seek to domesticate him, imagining him, perhaps when we are engaged in 

prayer and worship, as unchallenging and undemanding, and, on the other hand, 

do we effectively ignore him and leave him unheard and unseen, when we are 

engaging in the hustle and bustle of the rest of our lives?  
 

The risen Jesus, who calls us by name, who is known in the opening of the 

word and the breaking of the bread, is not to be bound by our limited 
understanding of him but enters our lives afresh this Eastertide as both a 

familiar friend and a mysterious stranger, as one who provides both 

reassurance and challenge, as one who is  sometimes described as “the 

comforter of the afflicted and the afflicter of the comfortable”.  
 

Our risen Lord summons us this Easter-tide to see and to hear him in  

those parts of our lives where we have ignored him before, and to recognise 

his challenge to us to grow deeper in our love for him, more  sacrificial in his 

service and more courageous in bearing witness to him in the midst of our 

confused and rudderless world.  
 

May the risen Lord bless you and keep you, comfort you and challenge you as 

you seek to share his resurrection light in this season and beyond. 
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Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
 

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting will be held at Ss Peter and Paul this 

Wednesday 20th April at 7.30pm.  Apart from our worship this meeting is the most 

important occasion in our church calendar.  Church Wardens and PCC members 

(and any Deanery Synod needed) are elected at this meeting and reports are 

received.  
 

There are 6 vacancies for the PCC and 2 vacancies for Deanery Synod. Application 

forms are at the back of the church, to be sent to Church Wardens by Tuesday 

evening 19th April. 
 

Please consider carefully whether you are being called to serve our churches in any 

capacity and continue to pray for the mission and ministry of our churches.   

 

From Revd Dr John Smith – to everyone 
 

I would like to thank you for being part of my last services as a 

licensed minister. At the time it was impossible to thank everyone so 

if I was unable, or forgot, to express my thanks, I do so now. The 

ministry team somehow managed to keep it all secret; how I do not 

know and I am so very grateful to them for their support and 

companionship on the journey.  
 

Ann and I were overwhelmed by everyone's love and support and, 

of course, for the party....did you ever see such cakes! We both feel 

blessed to be part of all this. 
 

Thank you 

John 
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Bishops Bible Day  
 

This was a first for me and a difficult morning of thick mist. I 

have looked at the leaflets on this for a number of years and 

finally got the idea I would go and see what is was like This 

year’s was looking at Luke with various themes such as 

Equality, Inter-faith, The Passion based on that Gospel. When 

booking the day, we each gave three workshop themes we 
particularly wanted to do and on the day we were allocated 

two of them. I chose Equality and The Passion, which 

unexpectedly extremes in their presentation, learner 

experience and knowledge gained.  
 

After the Church of England obligatory tea and biscuits, where I met new people and 

old friends we filed into a hall for the Bishop to greet us and give his overview of Luke. 

Firstly, though there was a service which was a good mix of our tradition of Common 

Worship, our type of hymns and some perhaps a bit ‘modern’ for some of us. The 

session also ended with worship, both led by Bishop Donald’s Chaplain.  I was 

surprised to find some of my favourite phrases and stories were unique to Luke, 

including the rather important forgive them for they know not what they do and to the 

criminal on one side of him when on the cross, Jesus saying you will be with me today in 

Paradise, as well as the Magnificat and Nunc Dimitis . Bishop Donald showed a deep 

enthusiasm for discovering the special qualities of Luke and this was infectious. So in 

the end, I made lots of notes and thoroughly enjoyed this first bit of the day, curious 

about the workshops.  
 

We then split into our morning workshops all thankfully on the ground floor. There 

were large lists at the tea area and by the entrance to each set of classroom areas 

with the themes and our names, so it was very easy to find our way around. And I was 

so pleased to find when I got into the room that we had adult size chairs, after many 

courses sitting in primary age size chairs.  
 

The Equality group was a mix of lay, ordained ministers and general church goers, from 

various traditions, but mostly our type of rather than Evangelical tradition for my 

group, although I did talk with an Evangelical young woman later who had gone to that 

workshop. It was presented with great enthusiasm by a local female vicar. Whilst 

equality can and did raise the interesting issue of women’s roles expressed and shown 

in Luke, there were far more complex ideas raised by potential situations that had 

happened in reality to the particular vicar. And so I list these for you, to consider how 

we as a church community and you individually would react to some of these 

individuals in unconditional Christian love if they turned up on our doorstep …the 

middle example, included an individual who was literally camping out on the doorstep 

and preventing people getting into the church and the last one was camping out in the 

graveyard for reasons that will become obvious, which meant that he was the first 



8 

view from the vicar’s kitchen window in the morning ! A rather close neighbour 

considering his personal issues.. The questions for the group in reading the ‘case 

studies’ below were focussed on...What issues would you expect within the church? What 

might Luke’s Jesus do ?  

 A 60 year old man in your community goes to see the vicar and asks if he can join 

the church choir as a transgender  

 A smelly homeless former Hells Angel with one eye, a bull terrier and a spent 

conviction for shooting a policeman takes to sleeping in the porch and coming 

along to services. He always lights a candle for his dead mother. (He also slept in 

the porch initially preventing access to the church) 

 A person with a severe mental condition (he believes he is a werewolf – a rare 

but known mental condition) takes up residence in the churchyard. He announces 

that he is a Satanist but comes to the church for help.  
 

A Powerpoint presentation went through a range of equality issues in Luke, which 

included Jesus’ equality shown to women, strangers, foreigners, the sick, poor, 

criminals, collaborators with the Roman occupying force. I was interested to learn 

about the then Jewish attitude to women and how this related to Mary being taught 

by Jesus. A famous Rabbi at the time, said that women should never be taught 

Scripture and if anyone dared to they should be regarded as no better than a 

prostitute. And so Jesus teaching Mary was another over turning rebellious act by 

him. Again the woman healed on the Sabbath, is described as equal status to Jewish 

men – named in the Scripture son of Abraham and this woman in Luke 13:16 is 

described with the then shocking ! statement of equality with men as a daughter of 

Abraham. When Jesus has his feet washed in perfume by the woman Luke 7: 35-50 he 

talks in a story to explain his point, about two debtors who were forgiven. Simon, 

who’s house it is has complained that Jesus doesn’t know WHAT kind of woman she is 

…a sinner. Jesus doesn’t say no she isn’t he prompts Simon to say yes the creditor 

will love the one for whom he cancelled the greater debt Jesus concludes that her sins  

were many but she is forgiven …the prostitute …as much as any one of us. And this 

news of forgiveness was so unpopular, Luke 4:25-35 explains that Jesus was driven 

out of town and nearly hurled off the cliff because he brought uncomfortable news 

that in Luke 13:1-10 he again insisted unless you repent, you will all perish just as the 

Galileans did mentioned in this part of Luke.  
 

In all I found this an enlightening and interesting workshop, where people of all 

genders expressed their opinions within confidentiality and with great honesty and 

respect for one another’s viewpoint. The presentation was very enthusiastic and the 

work between the presenter and learner and within the group chatty and energetic.  

But by the end of this workshop, we were all getting hungry and keen to have our 

packed lunches, which allowed for catch up with other friends and planning for 

meeting up again, as well as feedback on the workshops they had attended in the 

morning.  
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The afternoon session was very different. Sister Rachael led this and her theme was 

clothes. She went through the Passion and considered clothes. This was a very 

reflective workshop that probably mirrored Sister Rachael’s experience in guiding 

retreats, as it felt like lots of mini retreats in the session.  Clothing was part of The 

Passion and in this journey of clothes, we were asked to consider in silence various 

question and that we wear different clothes for different events in our lives, ? to go 

to church, out with friends, at home ? and then that question was left with us ..what 

we wear as our outer clothing and when and why….and what we may wear with our 

inner clothing …linking in with a Scripture quote of Col 3: 12-15 which begins with 

Above all, clothe your selves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness and patience. 

Bear with one another….. 
 

Palm Sunday has cloaks – and the reflection was what do you lay before Christ and 

what are you willing to lay before him? Luke 19:30-36. Maundy Thursday showed 

Jesus took off his outer robe to wash the disciple’s feet John 13:4-8. The questions 

were Am I willing to take off my outer clothing…to be seen for who I really am and 

Am I willing to be the servant, living the task that is mine to live…laying aside all the 

props of life. How do I clothe myself and dress my journey up ? Good Friday came 

with they stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him…After mocking him, they stripped 

him of the robe and put his own clothes on him. Matthew 27:28-31. The thought to 

consider was we are not what others say about us…But…we can ponder “do you 

allow yourself to be clothed in the words of others?” 
 

Then we considered the story of Veronica, which was mentioned over Holy Week. 

The woman who held out her ? head scarf to Jesus to mop his brow and from that 

received his image on it and she went away having found her focus in life …the face 

of Jesus. In looking at this picture and story, we were asked to think What do I hold 

out to my Lord and What do I offer to him in his need ? Finally ! Mark 15:24 says and 

they crucified him, they stripped him once again and then divided his clothes amongst 

them…. 
 

A poem from Malcolm Guite was read by members of the group and it includes the 

lines See, as they stripe the robe from off his back  

They strip away your own defences too, 

.. 

Now you can see what naked love can do. 

Let go these bonds beneath whose weight you bow, 
His stripping strips you both for action now. 
 

Then we progressed to the theme of light and dark which Sister Rachael felt she 

recognised in the next themes. Dark clothing was apparent in darkness came over the 

whole land …Luke 23:44-47 and was linked with Is 45:3  I will give you the treasures of 

darkness and she asked us to think When do you experience being clothed with 

darkness.  
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Finally the veil of the Temple is torn in two which I didn’t realise was about 50 feet high 

and very thick ..not my previous image of it ! so what are the veils which need to be 

torn down from around me? And what prevents me from feely approaching God?  

The last ending ….The linen shroud for Jesus’ dead body was linked to 1Chron21:24 I 

will not offer to the Lord my God that which has cost me nothing.  
 

The difficult questions were are you prepared to give the Lord things that are costly, 

When the going gets tough, when you do not understand what is happening, do you 

continue to provide space for God. Or do you withdraw to a more comfortable 

place in our renewed life in Christ are we prepared to put down and leave behind in 

our renewed life in Christ are we prepared to put down and leave behind what we 

have woven around us in life what is woven so deeply into the fabric of our life and 

will stay with us as our true clothing What might it mean to you to be truly clothed 

in Christ  
 

At the end of this very reflective workshop, we talked with our pair next to us and if 

we wished with the group about what we learned about the changes we wanted to 

make in our lives after our reflection on these themes and questions. It was a deeply 

spiritual and emotional experience and most of us had found deep answers, one 

person finding emotional answers that made her sob and talk openly to her friend 

about the issues really bothering her that she had kept bottled up ! So an effective 

but tough mini retreat !  
 

The day ended with another general meeting with both Bishops. Questions for the 

Bishops were written and put into a question box during the day and they both took 

questions either both or just one answering. Bishop John answered one about other 

faiths having the same God as us …which as he said was relevant, as he had spent the 

morning supporting inter-faith partnership, by attending a Jewish service with other 

faiths. He felt that the Jewish God is the same, but we believe the Messiah has 

arrived, whilst the Muslim Allah has similarities but is not the same. The main news 

time of refugees was raised and Bishop Donald did point out the wish to help has to 

be balanced with the practical problems of schools, doctors and housing availability 

when offering shelter to them.  
 

I very much enjoyed this day, far more than I imagined I would, partly because it was 

a relaxed atmosphere and in every part of the day, each person could be involved as 

much as they wanted. The organisation was brilliant and there was only a slight delay 
to the start, because of an electricity problem with providing tea before the official 

opening time. There was a convivial atmosphere and a sense of community across the 

various traditions of the Church, which isn’t always obvious when we are in the 

comfort of our own church and tradition.  

Sarah Pelling  
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Saints and Angels Mothers Union  
 

Tuesday 19th April  
 

Our next meeting is on Tuesday at 2.00p.m. in the Parish Hall. 

Our speaker is Margaret Hopkins and she will be talking to us  

about Mary Sumner, our Founder. 

There will be a Bring and Buy Stall and tea and biscuits. 

All are welcome 
 

Hazel Goodman  
On behalf of Saints and Angels Mothers' Union 

 

I was absolutely delighted when the editor asked me to 

write a few lines to mark John Smith’s retirement as John is 

a quite remarkable person. Alongside his extraordinary 

career as a doctor in palliative care, he has served as a much 

loved priest. 
  

It is John’s humanity that most impresses me, his kind 

thoughtful honest compassion. He has faced deep suffering 

in his own life and walks humbly alongside others in their 

personal times of trouble. His integrity refuses to avoid the 

difficult questions and his faith is an inspiration. I have really appreciated his breadth 

of experience, wide reading and reflections upon the integration of life and faith. 
  

I am enormously grateful to John for his ministry and wish him a very happy and 

rewarding retirement. 
  

(It is our practice in the diocese to encourage people to begin this new phase in life by 

taking a complete break for a few months to adjust to the new pattern of retirement. I 

hope that members of both churches will understand and allow John space to just “be” 

amongst you.)       

  

With my best wishes, 

+John 
Bishop of Brixworth 
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This was John’s last sermon as a licensed minister in the parish. We thought that you would 

enjoy having it to read at leisure and think about. There’s lots to think about! 
 

Come and have breakfast 
 

Up two long flights of escalators, always crowded, always chasing and up into Holborn 

Tube station. Despite the escalators, a better station than Covent Garden with the 

lifts, or Leicester Square which is always chaotic. Out into the street, is it always 

raining?  More people, many more but I have this sense that God is here. I don’t 

understand it but it is what I feel. 
 

And then I wondered, will it always be like this? What about 1000 years from now? I 

don’t have the imagination for the buildings or the technology. I can only think of us – 

human beings, God’s children – what will we be like? Will we be even more selfish or 

might it be a world that has rediscovered its sense of meaning.  Will we still sense 

God, as I do now, or will it be non-sense – God present, but not sensed. 
 

I stand there; no, I don’t walk on and think. It undermines it to call it a story – this 

story of Jesus Christ, his living and dying and rising; his loving, and loving by doing and 

healing and caring. I think, this cannot be lost, it will not be lost. This Jesus, this Son of 

God who transforms our lives, who loves us, who gives us the responsibility, and 

what a responsibility: 

Christ has no body now but yours 

No hands, no feet on earth but yours. 

Yours are the eyes with which he sees. 

Yours are the feet with which he walks. 

Yours are the hands with which he blesses the world. 
 

So let’s start with our Gospel reading. Jesus stands there 

by the Sea of Tiberias, looking out for the disciples - he 

always travels towards those in trouble. It is the third time 

that the disciples see him since he rose from the dead. 

They are still lost and floundering, back fishing and even 

losing their touch with that.  Fish from the other side they 

did, and there were fish in plenty.  A foretaste of the 

future, perhaps. A moment of recognition, an invitation – 

“Come and have breakfast.” Very human but divine too.  “Join me.”  
 

It has happened before, of course – he fed the 5000 – five barley loaves and two fish 

and enough left over to share with the world. And then there are those words to 

Peter, three times he asks, “Do you love me?” Peter, the one who ran away, left him, 

denied him – forgiven and given work to do – feed my lambs, tend my sheep, feed my 

sheep. These are “do something” words.  Saying “do you love me” is not enough.  
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This is where Eliza Doolittle comes in – fed up with just words:   

Words, words, I’m so sick of words! 

I get words all day through; 

first from him, now from you! 

Is that all you blighters can do? 

Don’t talk of stars, burning above; 

If you’re in love, show me! 

Tell me no dreams, filled with desire, 

If you’re in love, show me! 
 

Jesus wants this...doing and serving and caring is loving and kingdom stuff. Saying it is 

just saying it – almost meaningless. So Jesus fed, and now we do too. If you’re in love, 

show me.  The impulse to share food is basic and ancient, no wonder the old stories 

teach that what you give to a stranger you give to God. The more we are open to the 

stranger, whether we like them or not, we will see more and more of the Holy. Jesus 

said, “Come and have breakfast”, fed his disciples and us too. Jesus fed the 5000. No 

questions asked, no entry ticket...the insider, the outsider, the believer, the atheist, the 

lover and the thief are all in. 
 

The night before he died he took bread and wine that became his 

body and his blood – do this in my memory and I will be there 

with you. And now we will take bread and wine which will become 

his body and his blood and we will share it too. We will not keep 

this to ourselves.  For this place, this church, this life of ours is a 

house where love is found in water, wine and wheat . This is a 

house where hands will reach beyond the wood and stone to heal 

and strengthen, serve and teach. This is a house whose doors are 

open – this church – our lives, our doors, too.  Time and time again 

we must say, as our Archbishop has said of God’s love, it’s 

extremely easy, God’s love is offered without qualifications, without price, without 

cost, to all people in all circumstances, always. 
 

Help people grow and flourish into the people God’s love has called us to be. But 

somehow we make so many barriers, too many hurdles to jump. So, as Christians, we 

try to offer God’s love, but it comes with a cost: the cost of giving our time, our skills, 

our labour, our money. We share what we are and what we have. We crack the shell 

that protects us. 
 

A tiny and very arthritic Miss Lewis went to her church every week to collect 

groceries, climbed the stairs – slowly, ever so slowly – went to her room – she only 

had one room – cooked on the hotplate, put the food into nice clean plastic 

containers, struggled down the stairs and gave the food to the homeless in the street.  

I call that Holy Communion.  Food to people who do not belong and who people do 

not want. 
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Jesus stood by the sea and saw the disciples struggling. “Come and have breakfast”, 

the fire is alight. Share your food with mine. Share your lives with mine. It is a 

Christian call. 
 

Listen to this prayer from Uruguay. It is said when bread and wine are brought to the 

altar. It calls for all of us to be involved, not just in the eucharist, but beyond these 

walls – not just for us but for everyone. 
 

Let us celebrate the Supper of the Lord. Let us make a huge 

loaf of bread and let us bring abundant wine. Let the women 

not forget the salt, let the men bring along the yeast. Let 

many guests come: the lame, the blind, the crippled, the poor.  
Come quickly.  Let us follow the recipe of the Lord. All of us, 

let us knead the dough together with our hands, together we 

knead hope.  Let us see with joy how the bread grows. 

Because today we celebrate the meeting with the Lord. Today 

we renew our commitment to the Kingdom. Nobody will 

stay hungry. 
 

We, you and I, will not be hungry because we are loved.  The world will not be hungry 

because we love; and when we love we respect and honour and don’t hold on. 

We are pilgrims on a journey 

fellow travellers on the road 

We are here to help each other 

walk the mile and bear the load. 
 

So let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: all are welcome, all are welcome, all 

are welcome in this place.  
 

I come up the escalator. Holborn Station, a crowded London road, Christ palpably 

present and thought, “what will it be like 1000 years from now?” And knew that with 

Christ’s help and ours – loving one another as we are loved – all will be well in the 

Kingdom of God. 
 

God’s love does make a difference if we let it. Makes a difference to their lives, helps 

them see the world differently because the world is different when we love and serve 

one another. It is the spark that sparks and endless spark. If you love, show me, fire 

me, do something. 

Amen. 

 

John 
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At the party at St Michael’s which followed the 10.30am service at Ss Peter & Paul,  Kate 

offered us this appreciation of John’s ministry to us and the parish. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

This is not about saying ‘Goodbye’ to you John because we very much hope that you 

will remain part of our Church Family at P and P and St Michael’s and that your 

priestly role will continue in our churches and the wider community.  At this moment 

of stepping down from licensed ministry we very much want to thank you for all that 

you have been and have given to us over the years since your ordination. 
 

You were, of course, already well known as a local GP and because of your work in 

setting up Cransley Hospice but when others might have been looking forward to 

having time for themselves and their own interests and pursuits you answered God’s 

call to ordained ministry.  This was a step of huge commitment and faith which was 

lovingly supported by Ann and took you to study at Cuddesdon and then to be an ‘L 

plate’ deacon and priest learning a new trade here not necessarily an easy thing to do 

particularly where you are well known. 
 

Your ministry here among us has been a real ministry of service both to the 

immediate Church Family and to the people of the parish.  You have put in unstintingly 

hours and hours of deeply caring and painstaking ministry never ‘passing by on the 

other side’ but always responding to pastoral needs in a wide range of people from 

those seeking baptism for their children, those preparing for confirmation, those 

coming to be married, those who are sick or dying, or those in some kind of pastoral 

need or crisis.  There will have been times when this must have been very personally 

costly as you shared in people’s pain and sorrow.   Such pastoral care was often 

enhanced by skills and knowledge brought from your years as a doctor. 
 

The transformation of St Michael’s to meet the worship and mission needs of today’s 

congregation was initially a vision which you helped to become a reality which has 

served the Church Family here so well in subsequent years.   
 

In your preaching, discussion and conversations you have not been afraid to face the 

challenges of difficult issues and have at times have shown that faith and discipleship 

are not necessarily the territory of easy answers. 
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We are also grateful to Ann who has supported you, has often been seen waiting for 

you and for whom these years must have been rather different from the retirement 

she had imagined you would share in together. 
 

Priests don’t hang up their dog collars and priesthood is not all about ‘doing’ but very 

much about ‘being’ so we hope that you will enjoy a gentler pace among us as priest 

and friend in the future and that there will also be opportunities for us to minister to 

you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The party at St Michael’s 

 

In our services this morning we gave you a bowl and towel in appreciation of your 

service and ministry to us which has not only been greatly valued and appreciated 

but which has enriched the lives of countless people both within and beyond the 

walls of the Church – not least in your column in Kettering’s local newspaper. 
 

We hope that you will enjoy the other gifts which come with our love and prayers 

that you and Ann will be richly blessed in the years to come.   How lucky we are that 

we are not saying ‘Goodbye’ but will continue to enjoy your company and that of 

Ann as we,  God’s people, travel together. 

 

Kate Bowers 

 

 
                      John “eating” St Michael’s… 

                      in cake form! 
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Celebrating the Saints 
 

n a rash moment, I decided to write something along the lines of ‘Saint of the Month’.  

And as I looked through the names of people commemorated and celebrated 

throughout April, I could have chosen from among no less than twenty seven men 

and women. Some, like St. Mark, the writer of the second Gospel, (though recognised 

as the oldest and the Gospel that Matthew and Luke referred to when writing their 

own) are very familiar to us. Indeed, it is his life that we will remember at Choral 

Evensong later this month.   
 

Then there are others who lived much closer to our own time, people like Dietrich 

Bonhoeffer.  He was a Lutheran Pastor whose defiant opposition to the Nazis led to 

his arrest and ultimate murder by the Nazi police in Flopssenburg Concentration 

Camp in 1945.  
 

But as I continued to wonder about who I should write about, one name jumped out 

at me – Padarn, a Bishop in the sixth century. And it jumped out at me because when 

I visit my son, he lives opposite Llyn (Lake) Padarn, a beautiful spot in Snowdonia, and 

a place I love.  It can be beautiful, still and calm or dark and moody. But it always 

draws me, sometimes to sit quietly, and at other times to walk its rocky paths 

exploring the woodlands that clothe the mountainside. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

And so I was intrigued to know more about Bishop Padarn.  

Saint Padarn lived from approximately 490 A.D to 550 A.D. and was said to be 

Aremorican, by race.  Aremorica is the name given in ancient times to the part of 

Gaul that includes the Brittany Peninsula and the territory between the Seine and 

Loire rivers. Petran, his father, and Guean, his mother, curiously and as soon as he was 

born, dedicated themselves to Christ and piously separated. Padarn, inquiring of his 

father's whereabouts, decided to follow his example and followed a devout life of 

fasting, prayer and meditation. 
 

Padarn is described as one of the ‘three blessed visitors of the Islands of Britain’ 

along with David and Teilo.  There is a tradition that says the three travelled together 
on pilgrimage to Jerusalem where Padarn was presented with a choral cope and he 

thus became regarded as a singer and musician. 
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Padarn ultimately settled in Wales where he founded a major ecclesiastical centre at 

Llanbadarn Fawr, near to Aberystwyth, and it is thought that he may have been the 

first bishop.  Padarn served for twenty-one years in the episcopal office as a man of 

prayer and self-denial , visiting the bedsides of the sick and preaching the Gospel 

across the countryside.  Welsh tradition says that he was buried with the saints on 

Bardsey Island, but in truth, we don’t really know. 
 

Next time I visit Snowdonia and sit on the edge of Lyn Padarn or walk the footpaths 

surrounding it, it will take on another dimension as I think about the man who 

perhaps at some time in his life walked the area that I too have grown to know and 

love. 
 

Lesley 

Christian Aid Week: the week we love every neighbour 
 
 

Picture a young mother of four. Her husband 

has left. She has no land. No assets. No 

savings. And the only work she can get is 

backbreaking manual labour for as little as 

74p a day. Her home has been flooded several 

times, and last August it flooded again. This is 

Morsheda. She’s our neighbour, and she 

desperately needs our help. 
 

From 15-21 May, our church will join with more than 20,000 others across 

the country for the sake of people like Morsheda. Across the UK and Ireland 

we will deliver 7 million envelopes to our local neighbours to raise money for our 

global neighbours in need. It’s an opportunity to reach out to our community, and to 

make sure some of the world’s poorest people have enough to eat and a safe place 

to live.  

A Home Safety Package from Christian Aid could raise Morsheda’s 

home on an earth plinth,  safe from the flood plain, and give her 

resources to invest in things like farm animals, seeds and a composting 

kit – giving her the tools she needs to build a better future. A new 

chance at life for Morsheda costs as little as £250. 
 

Can you deliver and collect Christian Aid envelopes to your neighbours to help our 

church raise money this Christian Aid Week? Contact Kate or Kay if you can get 

involved. 
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Around the diocese… 

 

Looking after the largest 

percussion instrument in the 

parish? 
             
The Peterborough Diocesan Guild of 

Church Bellringers can help.   

 
 

 

The Guild can help with bell maintenance, repairs and restoration by offering 

technical advice, help with fundraising, Bell Fund grants and voluntary help.   

Geoff Pulllin, Guild President, was very encouraging about money from the 

Bell Fund.  “The Guild’s Bell Fund has made grants totalling £98,000 over the 

last 10 years for major and minor works to bell installations throughout the 

diocese.”     
 

He went on to explain that even if you have no Bellringers at the moment, 

they can assist you. “We have a team of ringers that can help you with open 

day recruitment locally.   One way to highlight the joys of bellringing is to 

recruit a new team to ring for a special anniversary or national occasion 

about a year ahead. You may want to try a youth team or daytime training 

sessions for retired persons!” 
 

Learning to ring is a long-term project. Guild’s Branch Ringing Masters  can 

assist with safe basic bellringing training.  It’s best to allow about three months 

to reach a basic level of competence, although that varies depending on how 

much practice they can get.  Dependent on how far each person, or the team 

as a whole, wish to progress, they need never stop learning. 
 

The Guild of Bellringers can also help with your bells and installation.  Not all 
architects have the knowledge needed.  The Guild Branch Stewards have 

experience and can help with advice, perhaps even hands-on assistance or a 

recommendation.   

 

Geoff said: “The Diocesan Advisory Committee also has a Bells Advisor who 

as a ringer and engineer can advise about major projects.”  Becoming a 

bellringer is a great way to meet friends around the world and to visit 

amazing places. “It’s also a very good sociable recreation!” 

To learn more about the Guild visit http://www.pdg.btck.co.uk. 
 

Photo from PDG  



More….Around the Diocese 

 

What will feed you? 
Discipleship modules from Peterborough 

Diocese. 
 

What does it mean to be a child of God, a disciple of 

Jesus and his witness in the world?  How do we enjoy 

and engage with the amazing world God has given us, 

and become more faithful followers of Jesus? 

 

The Discipleship Training menu has two parts—you 

are invited to either or both. 

 

Zone One—a journey of six short modules over one or two years; exploring the 

Bible, Jesus and the Church, Worship, Prayer and Spirituality, Life Choices, Lifestyle 

and Sharing my Story.  Four sessions on each of these considering what they mean 

to us, how we can grow in these areas and be confident in sharing our faith. The 

Centres for this training are Ketton, Brigstock, Spratton and Towcester.      
 

Zone Two—a rolling programme of one-off sessions exploring; Science, Art, 

Literature, Work, Leisure, Environment, Music, Global Issues, Passions, Interests, 

Hobbies, Things that stir us with holy dissatisfaction, Things other people are 

interested in that we’ve never tried before.  These are at venues all over 

Peterborough Diocese. 

 

Bookings are now open for both Zones. 

 

To Book Zone One, liz.holdsworth@peterborough-diocese.org.uk.  01604 887070 

with your name, parish, email address and telephone number.  The only cost is a one-

off £10 registration fee. 

For Zone Two events, email bookings@peterborough-diocese.org.uk 
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Diocesan Synod Report 

19th March 2016  
 

The main business of this Synod was to consider an end to the formal link with the 

Diocese of Bungoma.  

 

Bishop Donald expressed his viewpoint and explained the current policy of the 

Church of England towards link diocese. There were copies of letters for each Synod 

member to review, between the two Bishops in the different Dioceses expressing an 

agreement about this option, with a view to some of the informal links continuing 

despite the end of the formal link.  The link has been going for 16 years, which is 

longer than expected and normal as they should be time limited. This is also now a 

good time for change as the Bishop in Bungoma is retiring. 

 

Bishop Donald felt that the link was originally created because of a personal 

connection between two Bishops and that it would be good to set up a new link 

between Dioceses so the connection is more broadly based and not disturbed when 

a Bishop moves on from their office. 

 

The Peterborough Diocese has considered how to consciously make links work 

better in future and is keen to consider a new fresh link with a ‘poor’ country which 

is one of the remits for a link, the other being one with a cultural difference to 

ourselves, which Seoul fulfils.  

 

There was a debate from the floor for a year’s extension of the decision, so that 

some projects could more easily come to an end and the Bungoma Diocese could 

have a full year to get ready for the ending, but as the idea of this was mooted in 

2012 between the Bishops, it was suggested that Bungoma had had a long notice 

period to consider the ending of ties. Despite an additional motion to extend the 

links, the original motion to end the formal link was carried with a good majority.  

 

After tea there was an inspiring report from both Youth Missioners about work 

being done and planned especially for Tweenagers. General reports were presented 

and approved and there was feedback on the General Synod meeting by the lay and 
clergy representatives.  

 

                   Sarah Pelling 
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Home Tutoring 
 

Does your child need extra help with literacy, numeracy, reading or spelling? 
 

Available for 4 – 10 year olds. 
 

30 years experience of Primary teaching 
 

Certificate in Education,  

Advanced Diploma in Special Needs 
 

Enhanced CRB check 
 

Reasonable rates 
 

Contact Chris Simmonds 01536 524908 or 07761647116. 
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Anyone for Cricket? 
 

The annual cricket match between our parish and 
Oundle will be held on Sunday 19th June starting 

at 2.30pm at the usual venue of the Oundle School 

playing fields. 
 

This is a really inclusive event – if you can walk out with 

a bat in your hand you will be welcomed with open 

arms; if you can also hit the ball that will be an 

advantage! 

 

If you really can’t play do come along and support our team and bring some goodies 

for tea.  Lifts will be available for those who need them. 
 

For further details please contact Martin Hill D: 01604 258597 M: 07785 542584 



Kettering Property Services 
All aspects of  property maintenance including: 

 

Kitchen supply & fit or fit only 
Bathroom fitting, Tiling, Plumbing 

uPVC Doors, Windows, Fascias, Gutters, etc 
Garage conversions   

Structural alterations 
Decking, Fencing (metal or wood) 

Made to measure gates   
Wood/laminate floors 

 

Full liability insurance 
 

Free no obligation quotations 
 

Mobile: 07713242418 
Tel:  01536517803 
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M A COALES 
 

FAMILY BUTCHER 
 

70, Hawthorn Road 

KETTERING 
 

Tel:512721 
 

Meat purchased from traditional farms 

including free range pork 
 

Any type of order catered for, however large or small 

Home made Sausages & Burgers a speciality 



CHRIS DIAPER 

ELECTRICAL 
 

EST 1983 
 
 

Domestic,  
industrial &  
Commercial  
Electrical Contractor 

 
 

78 Neale Ave Kettering 
NN16 9HE 

TEL: 01536 520779 
MOBILE:07850 385538 

 
 

Wedding  

Reception 

 

A Toastmaster 

will ensure the smooth 

running of your 

Reception. 
 

 

Robert Civil  

London Guild of Toastmasters 

 & Member of  

Institute of Toastmasters 

Of Great Britain 

 

01536 482395 
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HAVENCOURT ROOFING 
THE COMPLETE ROOFING SERVICE 

All aspects of roofing work undertaken 
 
 
 
 
 

 

For a free quotation please call Wayne Boyce on 
Mobile  07761657352 
Home    01536 390511 

 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Slating and Tiling 
Chimneys 

Guttering – renew or cleaning 
Fascia and Soffits 

Lead work 
Flat roofs 
Skylights 
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 Ceilings 

 Skimming 

 Dry Lining 

 Rendering 

 Coving 

 Re-skims 

LEE HART 
Plastering 

25 Years Experience 

  
 

 

 

 
For a reliable, friendly and efficient service  

call 01536 484158 or 077578 31177  



 

R.F.BLOUNT 
 

PLUMBING, HEATING &  

ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

 

Free Quotations 
 

Gas & Oil Appliance Servicing 
 

Domestic & Industrial 
Installation and Maintenance 

 

Fitted Bathrooms  
Design & Installation 

 

Unit 2, Garrard Way, 
A1/M1 Business Centre 

KETTERING 
Northants, NN16 8TD 
Tel: (01536) 514046 
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LAWN MOWER 

 

 

 

Repairs, Servicing & Sales  

JOHN COLE 
 

58 Chase View Road, 

Geddington 

NN14 1AQ 

0795 100 4387 

01536 745771 



Services 
Sunday 
 

7.45am.   Said Eucharist (BCP) 

9.00am.      Said Eucharist with hymns (St. Michael’s) 

                (Sunday School in Scout Hut)  

10.30am.    Sung Eucharist (Sunday Club in Hall) 

6.00pm.      Evensong (on the last Sunday of each  

                 month or as advertised) 
 

Weekdays 
 

Wednesday     12.15pm.   Said Eucharist 

Thursday           9.30am.   Said Eucharist (St. Michael’s) 

Friday               9.15am.    Said Eucharist 
 

Daily Offices: 8.30 am Morning Prayer & 5.00 pm Evening Prayer, Monday —Friday 

 

See Diary/Newsletter for other services on Saints’ days. 
 

 

Clergy 
Parish Priest  

       Vacancy 

 

Assistant Priest 

       The Revd Canon Lesley McCormack 

       Barnbrook, Water Lane,  
       Chelveston, Wellingborough, NN9 6AP 

               Tel: 01933 626636  email: lesley@peterandpaul.org.uk   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
       

For full details of church officials & organisations  

see the information brochure available in church, or visit our  

Parish Web site:  www.peterandpaul.org.uk 
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