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Two church communities, one church family, with a modern, 

liberal catholic worship tradition. 

 

We are seeking to strengthen and deepen our discipleship, 

grow in our mission to share God’s love, serve our 

community and the wider world, and work for openness, 

justice and peace. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  

St Peter and St Paul 

St Michael and All Angels  
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We are looking for someone who  
 

 has a liberal catholic outlook, while promoting an inclusive approach to the Gospel 

 has a deep rooted, mature and prayerful faith who can both lead and walk alongside us 

 is a compassionate pastor, a people person, with excellent communication and listening 

skills who is able to affirm and encourage people 

 demonstrates a love of the Good News in preaching, teaching, inspirational liturgy, 

worship and in living 

 will challenge congregations in their ethical, political, spiritual, and personal journey 

 

We would welcome someone who 
 

 can work with others so that together we can meet the challenges of a socially diverse 

urban parish  

 is an inspiring and imaginative leader, willing to work collaboratively and lead the parish 

into further growth 

 can help us to create a growth action plan 

 can connect with other churches in the deanery, develop ecumenical relationships and 

interfaith understanding and seek with others to place church communities at the heart 

of the locality  

 continues to encourage and nurture gifts for ministry and release potential in our church 

family 

 will help us further explore the possibilities of reordering to meet our community needs  

 may have previous experience as an incumbent or in an equivalent missional leadership 

role 

 

What we can offer 

 

 a church family committed to honouring God through our worship, witness, service and 

fellowship  

 a church family that has moved forward significantly during the past fifteen years in its liturgy, 

worship and spiritual growth 

 a parish that looks forward to growing further in our mission and social action 

 an appreciation that ministry belongs to the whole church community and that we do not 

expect our Rector ‘to do everything’, but rather to enable and encourage ‘the body of Christ’  

 an understanding that the new Rector will come with their own strengths and gifts which 

may be different from our former Rector  

 a ministry team including a self-supporting assistant priest, a reader, a lay pastoral minister 

and a lay pastoral minister in training 

 a comfortable 4 bedroom Rectory, well sited and with ample space inside and out and parking 

 full re-imbursement of expenses incurred in the course of carrying out their duties  

 a very warm welcome to whoever God sends us to be our next Rector 
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How to get in touch… 

 

Name of Parish St Peter and St Paul with St Michael and All Angels 

 

Deanery  Kettering Deanery 

 

Address of the churches St Peter and St Paul 

 Market Place, 

 Kettering, Northamptonshire, NN16 0AL 

 

 St. Michael and All Angels 

 Roundhill Road, Kettering, NN15 7HX 

      

Patron James M. R. Saunders Watson; DL 

  

Church Website  www.peterandpaul.org.uk 

 www.facebook.com/peterandpaulkettering 

      

 The PCC charity registration number 1135658. 

 

 You can find out more about the parish by following this link 

 St Peter and St Paul with St Michael's Parish Spotlight  
 

 

If you feel God is calling you to apply for this vacancy, 

please get in touch with the Archdeacon of Oakham 
 

The Venerable Gordon Steele  
The Diocesan Office, Peterborough PE1 1YB 

01733 887017 

archdeacon.oakham@peterborough-diocese.org.uk 

 

  

file:///C:/Users/sam/Dropbox/SSP&P/Parish%20Profile/www.peterandpaul.org.uk
file:///C:/Users/sam/Dropbox/SSP&P/Parish%20Profile/www.facebook.com/PeterAndPaulKettering
http://www.peterborough-diocese.org.uk/downloads/parish-spotlight/Kettering%20St%20Peter%20and%20St%20Paul.pdf
mailto:Archdeacon.Oakham@peterborough-diocese.org.uk
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Kettering and the Parish 
Kettering is an expanding market town in Northamptonshire with a population in excess of 

93,000 and is set to grow further with large housing developments planned. Employment in 

Kettering is mainly in the retail, health and manufacturing sectors.   

Kettering has good road and rail transport links with the A14 on the west and south sides of 

the town, and with the A45, M1 and M6 motorways.  It is 81 miles from London, with excellent 

rail links to London St Pancras (taking approximately one hour), and to Leicester, Nottingham 

and Derby.  The railway station is a 5 minute walk from the Rectory. 

St Peter and St Paul Church is situated in the heart of the town. It lies within Kettering’s cultural 

centre, close to the museum, art gallery and library.  In recent years the borough council has 

been active in redeveloping this part of the town and has worked with the church to improve 

the immediate vicinity, even initiating a project to bring the church and market place together. 

 

The population of the parish is 18,700.  There are both commercial and residential areas with a 

variety of community facilities including primary, secondary and special schools and Further 

Education facilities.  Among these is Bishop Stopford, a Church of England Academy School (11-

18 years old), with its own Chaplain. 

Within the parish we have an acute hospital, Kettering General Hospital Foundation Trust, with 

an A&E department and approximately 560 beds and St Mary’s Hospital which specialises in 

mental and sexual health services. We also have Cransley Hospice and there are nearly three 

hundred residents in residential and nursing homes in the parish. 

Wicksteed Park, the second oldest theme park in the UK attracts many visitors and is located 

within the parish. 

Housing in the parish is mixed. There are large and elegant Victorian properties, some of which 

have been divided into flats or bedsits. There are also many smaller homes including houses 

from the beginning of the last century and an area of mainly social housing as well as new builds 

on Kettering Leisure Village where there are many young families.  This means that there is a 

very diverse population in terms of age and income level, however the parish includes areas of 

disadvantage and some issues with homelessness. 
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A map of our parish boundaries is shown below with more information available from 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/map.php?type=parish&id=280289 

 

 

Kettering Deanery 
Kettering Deanery comprises twelve benefices in and around the town of Kettering. The town 

was the centre of 19th century religious non-conformism and the Christian missionary 

movement, a heritage which is maintained in many of the names of streets and buildings. In the 

21st century it retains a strong Christian identity with a heart for prayer and mission across the 

denominations and an active churches together group.  

The Deanery has its own mission plan which recognises that the primary unit of mission and 

growth is the local parish and seeks to build relationships, share skills and resources to 

encourage local mission. All of this is underpinned by prayer and the deanery prayer group, 

spanning a breadth of traditions, meets monthly to pray for each parish and to build 

understanding and support across the town and surrounding area. We hope that whoever is 

appointed will be keen to play an active part in all this and help build even more effective 

partnerships across the deanery.  

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/map.php?type=parish&id=280289
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/map.php?type=parish&id=280289
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Worship and Church Buildings 
 

 

St Peter and St Paul 
The two church congregations are not separate and relationships between the two are strong. 

At St Peter and St Paul most of our worship is Eucharistic centred and reflects our liberal 

catholic tradition.  We use Common Worship for most services, with the exceptions of the 

7.45 am communion service and Evensong, both of which are BCP. We keep our liturgy rich 

and varied through the production of service sheets each Sunday.  This makes the services much 

more accessible to the occasional visitor or those new to this form of worship as well as allowing 

us to use a variety of hymns and worship songs. 

We welcome all baptised people including children to receive communion.  This means that our 

confirmation candidates are usually adults.  We want our children to feel that they are an 

important part of the church community so children join the procession at the beginning of the 

Eucharist and come forward to receive communion first. The Sunday Club groups, which take 

place during the service for school age children, are designed to develop spiritual growth. The 

group for our younger children uses interactive Godly Play, and for those aged 9-12 years ‘Digest 

This’ is designed to encourage discussion, explore faith, the Gospel and the love of God. 

At the main Sunday service bread is used rather than wafers and we have a loyal team of Servers 

of all ages and a team of Eucharistic Assistants.   

A very significant part of our worship and mission is our music.  We are blessed with a relatively 

small but skilled Choir, which when combined with our Director of Music and the current 

employment of a further organist (through the generous sponsorship by a parishioner) produces 

a strong lead and contemplative moments for the congregation.  With a rich and varied diet of 

music, we strive to make all main services inclusive and interesting by singing both modern and 

more established hymnody together with anthems and sung liturgy. Apart from the 1030 Sunday 

Eucharist, we celebrate the Eucharist on the evening of principal feasts together with offering a 

monthly traditional Choral Evensong. 
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There are strong church affiliated and well attended Scouts, Guides, Cubs, Brownies, Rainbows 

and Beaver groups.  We have a monthly church parade service where 50 to 70 young people 

and their families from uniformed organisations attend.  The service is planned to meet the 

needs of this congregation in terms of the liturgy, address and music and actively involves young 

people. 

In addition to Sunday services, morning and evening prayer are said daily by lay people often 

joined by the clergy. Other festivals and saints days are celebrated with a focus on the journey 

through Holy Week to Easter culminating in the Easter Vigil with the Lighting of the New Fire 

and Confirmation. Over the years we have been fortunate to have guest preachers to travel 

with us through Holy Week.  

 

At Christmas, alongside the Eucharist, we have a Christingle service on Christmas Eve which 

attracts up to 500 people, and we host a number of carol services for local schools and the 

Rotary Club.  We also host the town’s Remembrance Day service on Remembrance Sunday 

afternoon.  

Our town centre church is a Grade 1 listed building.  The church is a very handsome example 

of perpendicular architecture and is well proportioned, light and open.  We have recently 

completed redecoration of the church interior, we now look forward to working towards a 

first phase of reordering as an integral part of the parish’s wider mission and ministry. 

The church has traditional pews and can accommodate up to 450 worshippers. 

The tower and spire house a ring of 12 bells, and a clock mechanism with 4 faces.  The bells 

were restored and re-dedicated in 2004, and are rung regularly on Sundays and special 

occasions. 

The church has a children’s area in the main body of the church – the ‘Lighthouse corner’.  A 

hearing loop, CCTV and sound system have also been installed. 

We encourage people to come inside, so we keep the church open as much as possible. It is 

usually open between 8.30 am and 5.00 pm on weekdays and Saturdays.  Many people visit the 

church during the course of the day to pray, light candles, spend time in quiet reflection or 

simply to enjoy the building. 
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Our vision for the future is to embark on a first phase of reordering St Peter & St Paul to meet 

the needs of the 21st century to the glory of God in a way that remains sympathetic to a Medieval 

church building.  To this end, feasibility studies have been undertaken by the architect, Ptolemy 

Dean.  The DAC, Historic England and the Victorian Society have been consulted and have given 

initial views.  

 

 

Next door to the church is our hall with the parish office, two meeting rooms, a kitchen and 

toilets, where the Sunday Club meets. The hall has varied usage by church and community 

organisations, at present this includes 

 Narcotics Anonymous 

 Henley Centre, for adults with learning difficulties and disabilities 

 University of the Third Age (U3A) for retired and older people. 

 Songs and Stories 

 Uniformed Organisations  

 Mothers’ Union 

 Soup Kitchen 

 Kettering Borough Council for community initiatives, including ‘Kettering by the Sea’. 
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St Michael and All Angels 

 

St Michael and All Angels Church was founded to serve as a mission church in 1908.  

Once on the very edge of Kettering, the ‘tin tabernacle’ is now at the heart of a thriving 

community.  

Nearly a decade has passed since the interior was re-ordered and refurbished. The process saw 

a drive to broaden the age range of the worshipping community. Funds were prioritised to re-

order the worship space and adjacent rooms.  

The result of this process had a re-energising effect on the congregation. The average age of 

Sunday worshippers nearly halved without the elderly leaving!  Congregation size grew as did a 

genuine community, becoming more – ‘of the community for the community’.  

Sunday morning services are Eucharistic. The congregation at St Michael’s has a 

strong, nurturing, relaxed and inclusive attitude to children. We encourage children and young 

people to be the first to go up for communion, where we have an open policy.  

It is not uncommon for the rugby and football players to go up to the altar in their boots. 

We have a Sunday school which runs parallel to the main service and the children are welcomed 

back into church at the Peace.  

Many children choose to stay in church or act as servers or sidespeople.  

Once a month there is a church parade for which the uniformed organisations and other 

children are present for the whole service. There is also a midweek Said Eucharist. 

St Michael’s has had three weddings in the past ten years, three more than the first hundred 

years of its life. Not only that, but we have been delighted to have had 62 baptisms and even a 

confirmation.  

We are keen to see more opportunities for people to learn, grow and play a part in developing 

the church. 

The congregations of St Peter and St Paul and St Michael and All Angels are not exclusive 

communities.  Many members of both churches will worship ‘down the road’ and the liturgy is 
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very similar to that used at St Peter and St Paul and although we do not have a choir we sing 

much of the service.  

We share a branch of the Mothers’ Union with St Peter and St Paul and with such a comfortable 

space St Michael’s is able to host the parish’s annual lent course and bible study groups in the 

autumn. 

Being less traditional we would welcome being led in more alternative and contrasting worship 

styles.  St Michael’s used to host a Taizé worship service and we would like the opportunity to 

explore even more accessible music.  We are open to the possibility of developing discipleship 

training. Currently we happily host two other Christian faith communities who use the church 

as their own worship space.   

As a community we actively encourage the use of the church and adjacent church hall by various 

organisations: 

 The Girl Guiding (Guides, Brownies and Rainbows) and Scouting (Beavers, Cubs and Scouts) 

have units based at St Michael’s.  

 The local residents’ association meets at the church, as well as a weekly yoga class, and 

Beanstalk – a reading charity which meets monthly.   

 Hawthorn Community Primary School holds its annual Christingle Service at the church, a 

link which has grown since the re-ordering.   

 The local branch of Save the Children use the church for their annual charity afternoon tea 

and in the past church members held a weekly Cappuccino Café for different charities.  

 We also host the local polling station for elections.  

 There is a keen group of Christian Aid collectors. 

As we have one of the only green spaces in our part of the town, we are acutely aware of how 

we can use our resources to help our community. With that in mind, we were awarded a grant 

which has been used to landscape the grounds and make further improvements to the 

community hall’s heating.  It is hoped that the garden will then be used by members of the 

community for their needs, such as a community space to grow vegetables.   

The clergy team and visiting guest preachers enrich the worship at St Michael’s. We are blessed 

by the variety of clergy who lead us in worship.  Indeed a member of our congregation was 

ordained at Peterborough Cathedral in the summer to start her ministry as a curate in 

Northampton. 
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Church Groups and Activities across our Churches 
 

Spiritual Growth - Each year we encourage joint learning and spiritual growth opportunities 

with daytime and evening sessions, usually focused around Lent and Advent.  

Our experience has been that courses of this nature, with a clear end date have had the most 

success. 

Pastoral Care - Communion is taken to people who are sick or house bound and to some of 

the residential and nursing homes in the parish.  Members of our congregation are Street Pastors 

and we have recently started a soup kitchen.  The church acts both as a collection point and 

distribution point for the Kettering Food Bank. 

Confirmation groups occur yearly led by team of lay and clergy people. Individual wedding 

preparation is offered to couples by the clergy. 

For families of infants and children, baptism preparation is supported by a small team of lay 

people. 

Ecumenical Links - Members of our churches work with other churches in the town as Street 

Pastors.  

We recently set up a Soup Kitchen which is a collaboration with other churches in the town.  

We are keen to develop further ecumenical links.  

Social groups - We would like to further build on our occasional social events, beetle drives, 

harvest suppers and fellowship groups 

Mothers’ Union - We are keen to strengthen our active joint Mothers’ Union (the largest in the 

deanery) which has daytime meetings. 

The Team and how we are organised 
 

In addition to the incumbent, we have a staff that includes: 

 A self-supporting Assistant Priest licensed to the parish.  

 Lay Ministers; who include a reader, a lay pastoral minister and a lay pastoral minister in 

training. 

 A part-time Verger who assists with administration around weddings / banns, and 

performs some sacristan duties. 

 A Director of Music and an Organist.  

 Administrative help in producing service sheets and the parish magazine. 

 Members of the congregation read lessons, lead intercessions and lead morning and 

evening prayer on week-days. 

 Volunteers – we have a team of people to welcome visitors to the church on Saturdays 

and for worship, and servers who include children and young people as well as adults, 
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teams of people who clean the church and others who tend the gardens and maintain the 

grounds.  We have people who help with the production of service books and the Parish 

Magazine and others who arrange the flowers.  We have a team of bell ringers who ring 

for the main services and who also ring at other churches. Our choir is supplemented at 

Choral Evensong and some festival services by singers from other churches. 

The PCC meets six times a year. It is always quorate, has a good flow of experienced long 

standing members and newer people. The meetings encourage vibrant debate but are generous 

in nature with people bringing different insights, skills and experience to serve the needs of the 

Church.  

St Michaels feeds into this through an active DCC and there are additional sub-committees for 

grounds and maintenance and finance. 

Children’s and Young People’s Work 
 

Children and young people across our church family, are offered a welcoming and supportive 

environment.  At each of our churches there are opportunities for involvement in worship, such 

as our choir and cross-generational team of servers. 

 We have active links with our well attended church affiliated uniformed organisations.  

 At parade services young people lead welcoming at the church door, intercessions 

and the offertory. 

Families with younger children can take advantage of a dedicated space among the 

pews for play and worship. 
 

 School age children attend Sunday club during the services and re-join the 

congregation during the Peace. 

 In previous years we have run Summer Clubs for children in the community. 

 Songs and Stories is held on a Wednesday morning when parents/carers and preschool 

children get together to enjoy songs, stories and play, giving both children and parents 

a time of fun and faith.  

 Songs and Stories is just about to invite its many members to its tenth birthday 

celebrations. 

A number of our Sunday Club leaders have completed the Diocesan Certificate in Children’s 

Ministry. 

Part of our vision for the future is to develop our work with secondary age children and to 

grow and enhance our existing links with local schools. 
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Finance 
 

The finances of both St Peter and St Paul and St Michael’s are well managed and have good 

financial oversight. St Peter & St Paul has an extremely competent treasurer and assistant 

treasurer supported by a finance committee that reports to the PCC. A budget is set for each 

financial year and the finance committee monitors performance against that regularly as well as 

undertaking any stewardship activity. St Michaels has a treasurer who reports to the DCC and 

the finance committee of the PCC.  

In 2010 the PCC was formally registered as a charity. Each year, the accounts are initially 

prepared separately for both churches and then combined into a single set of accounts. These 

combined accounts are then independently examined and submitted to the Charity Commission.  

The combined accounts for 2014 showed a turnover of £172,000. A parish share for both 

churches of £93,000 was paid in full. Reserves of £140,000 were carried forward into 2015, 

£23,000 of which is held in restricted funds.  

A full set of accounts is available for download from the Charity Commission web site.  

Over the last 3 years St Peter and St Paul has had a deficit at the end of the year in its general 

fund which was not expected and reflected a drop in regular giving.  In 2014 we held a 6 week 

stewardship campaign that resulted in a significant uplift that should ensure a small surplus out 

turn in 2015.   

In recent years St Michael’s has also had a small deficit due to a drop in regular giving which has 

been addressed by a recent stewardship campaign. 
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Services and Attendance  
 

There are 234 people currently on the electoral roll and a combined average Sunday attendance of 189.  

 St Peter and St Paul St Michael’s St Peter and St Paul St Peter and St Paul 

First Sunday 7.45 Holy Communion 

BCP 

Said Service 

9.00 Eucharist  

CW 

Sung Service 

10.30 Eucharist 

CW 

Sung Service 

  

Second Sunday 7.45 Holy Communion  

BCP 

Said Service 

9.00 Eucharist   

CW  

Sung Service 

Parade Service  

10.30 Eucharist  

CW  

Sung Service 

Parade Service 

 

Third Sunday 7.45 Holy Communion  

BCP 

Said Service 

9.00 Eucharist  

CW  

Sung Service 

10.30 Eucharist 

CW  

Sung Service 

 

Fourth Sunday 

 

7.45 Holy Communion  

BCP 

Said Service 

9.00 Eucharist  

CW  

Sung Service 

10.30 Eucharist 

CW  

Sung Service 

 

Last Sunday 7.45 Holy Communion 

BCP 

Said Service 

9.00 Eucharist  

CW  

Sung Service 

10.30 Eucharist 

CW  

Sung Service 

18.00 Choral Evensong 

Wednesday 12.15 Holy Communion 

CW  

Said service 

   

Thursday  9.30 Holy Communion 

CW  

Said service 

  

Friday 9.15 Holy Communion 

CW  

Said service 

   

 
 

Average attendance at 

Sunday services 
 

St Peter and St Paul  

Sunday 7.45 

Holy Communion 

St Peter and St Paul  

Sunday 10.30  

Eucharist 

St Michael’s 

Sunday 9.00 

Eucharist 

Adults 

 
20 120 45 

Children and young people 0-16 

years 
0 20 20 

 
 

Occasional Offices 2014 

Baptisms Weddings 
Funerals 

In Church Crematorium Only 

7 12 12 65 
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The Rectory 
 

There is a modern rectory (20 years old) located within easy walking distance of the church.  

The house has gas fired central heating, four bedrooms, a bathroom and a shower room, a 

kitchen, utility room, sitting room and dining room, downstairs disabled toilet and an office 

which is located adjacent to the main entrance.  

There is a double garage and external parking, with a large enclosed and private garden and easy 

church access.   

It is centrally located in the town within easy walking distance from shops, station and other 

amenities including the swimming pool close by. 

The garden will be kept in good order during the vacancy. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


