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From Your Ministry Team
Dear All
The Staff Team wish you all a happy New Year, a year that will see Canon Andrew
Hutchinson instituted as our new Rector on 19th March.
December was a very busy time in the Parish with school carol services and the
usual Christmas services. Our thanks to Lesley and John for all their time, help and
service. Many others in our congregation enabled services to take place by their
help and support, and we thank them too. Didn’t our Church look wonderful as we
entered the west door on Christmas Eve – thanks to the flower arrangers for sharing
their expertise – it enhanced our worship. The Choir too were resplendent and gave
of their very best – thank you. As a Church we have been very blessed during this
period with large congregations and many who found the services uplifting.
Tracy Pegram and helpers invited us to a Godly Play Nativity service. What a joy it
was. All the children joined in helping to build up the nativity scene – the adults too
played their part on the journey to Bethlehem, processing around the Church with
the children. Maureen Knighton stood up at the end thanking Tracy and helpers for a
wonderful simple, but very meaningful nativity play. Maureen felt Christmas is over
commercialised and this play showed how it could be. Thank you Tracy and helpers
for helping us to see the true meaning and stop for a few moments in the rush and
tear of the season.
Elsewhere in this magazine is a note regarding the Lent course we will be following
and a list will be available at the back of Church for you to “sign up”. The topic is one
that should concern us all – Migration and Movement.
The Ministry Team has felt very much upheld by the prayers of our congregations –
thank you and please continue!
With very best wishes

Kay and Kate
Wardens

Do you receive our weekly email newsletter packed
with info about upcoming services and events
in the life of your church?
Don't miss out! To be on the mailing list send your email address to
Kate Bowers today: kate.e.bowers@gmail.com
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Thoughts on the Epiphany
My Sisters and Brothers,
What would have happened if there were three wise women in the story of
Christmas instead of three wise men? Well here are some suggestions: They would
have asked directions; arrived on time; helped to deliver the baby; they would have
cleaned the stable; bought practical gifts and made a casserole!
Whatever the case, we know very little about these wise men from the East who felt
compelled to come and find the baby Jesus. But they are a sign to us that the glory of
God, revealed in Jesus, is not for a particular group, at a particular time, but for all
people of the world in every age. And further they show us that our response to
Jesus, before anything else, as the wise men experience, to be overwhelmed by him –
to see in him something so much greater than ourselves that we cannot control it or
even comment on it, but we simply fall down before him.
We may then want to go on to find out more about Jesus and understand him. We
may want to consider the impact of his teaching and example on our own lives and
our behaviour. All of that is appropriate. But the only way to encounter Jesus as he
truly is, the only legitimate response we can make to this man who is at the heart of
our faith, is to be overwhelmed and to get down on our knees.
It so often seems that this overwhelming nature of what God has
done at Christmas is sometimes made banal by the rather tame
carols we sing during the Christmas season - where the baby is
made to feel more domestic than glorious. But it's there in the
early 19th century French carol, O Holy Night, where we sing “Fall
on your knees and hear the angels voices." In fact, in the original
French it's much stronger: "fall on your knees, await your
deliverance".
There aren’t many of us who are not proud of our grandeur in some way or other.
So much of our culture is geared towards inflating who we think we are when a lot
of the time that doesn't ring true inside ourselves. We live in an age of supposed
empowerment where we are constantly told that "we're worth it" and the
vulnerabilities that contradict that feeling just have to be suppressed rather than
acknowledged.
In that kind of culture, the very idea of worship, of getting down on your knees, flies
in the face of what we say about ourselves. Heaven forbid that we should willingly
humble ourselves before anything we consider greater than the striving human self.
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But it's not just people in the church who question that idea. David Foster Wallace
was an extraordinary writer who tragically took his own life. He thought that
religious instincts and practices abound in our secular society and he once offered
these words on the matter:
"In the day-to-day trenches of adult life, there is no such thing as atheism. There
is no such thing as not worshipping. Everybody worships. The only choice we
get is what to worship. And an outstanding reason for choosing some sort of
god or spiritual-type thing to worship... is that pretty much anything else you
worship will eat you alive. If you worship money and things - if they are where
you tap real meaning in life - then you will never have enough.
Never feel you have enough. It's the truth. Worship your own body and beauty
and sexual allure and you will always feel ugly, and when time and age start
showing, you will die a million deaths before they finally plant you... Worship
power - you will feel weak and afraid, and you will need ever more power over
others to keep the fear at bay. Worship your intellect, being seen as smart - you
will end up feeling stupid, a fraud, always on the verge of being found out."
Wallace’s words remind us that human beings are made to worship and religions are
merely schools of worship, training us to worship in such a way as will cause us to
flourish as individuals and as a society.
So, my friends, the season of Epiphany is a time when we think about what is truly to
be worshipped, a time when we reflect on our own encounter with what St Paul calls
"the boundless riches of Christ" within the epiphanies of our own lives. It's the time
when we ask, to whom are we bowing down?
I am so much looking forward to travelling with you as we proclaim afresh the love of
God for all in our community.

With my love and blessing
Canon Andrew Hutchinson
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The Dean of Peterborough writes:

Happy New Year
Happy new year! January brings with it the Feast of the
Epiphany, which featured in the Church’s calendar as the
primary celebration of the Incarnation long before 25th
December was assimilated in the west.
The days of Epiphany focus in particular on three
revelations of Christ – at the coming of the Magi, at his
Baptism in the Jordan, and at the wedding feast in Cana of Galilee. The first two
get their own special celebrations – the coming of the Magi on 6th January and
the Baptism of Jesus on the next Sunday thereafter; but it is the third
“epiphany” which intrigues me most – the wedding at Cana – not just at the
prospect of 120 gallons of water turning into vintage claret, but because of the
seemingly simple statement: “the mother of Jesus was there.” (John 2:1).
It’s intriguing partly because John’s gospel doesn’t name the mother of Jesus.
Indeed, she only appears on one other occasion – at the foot of the cross,
again unnamed. In telling the story of the wedding feast, where Jesus first
revealed (or “epiphanied”) the evangelist is making a clear connection between
Cana and Calvary. “The mother of Jesus was there.” The glory revealed at the
start of Jesus’s ministry, in the first of his signs, was fulfilled on the cross in the
triumph of total self-giving love over the terrorism of evil and hatred.
There are other connections we could also make – for example between the
water and wine of the wedding feast and the blood and water (baptism and
eucharist?) flowing from the side of the crucified Jesus; or between the
presence of unspecified disciples at Cana and the unnamed beloved disciple at
the foot of the cross – the disciple who took the mother of Jesus,
representative of the old covenant people which brought Christ to birth into a
new home, creating a new covenant community.
So as we move through Epiphany towards the end of the celebrations of our
Lord’s incarnation, we are directed onwards to our forthcoming corporate
pilgrimage through Lent to Holy Week and Easter – the greatest epiphany of
them all.
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From my bookshelf………
‘Night’ by Elie Wiesel
Penguin Books ISBN-10: 0141038993
If there was ever such a thing as a compulsory reading list for
everyone, a must do that you cannot grow up without
reading the books on this list, indeed you will not grow up
without it, then Eli Wiesel’s ‘Night’ would have to be on it.
There it sits on my bookshelves, where I am never quite sure,
and I searched it out again this morning. It is not easy
reading, it is not meant to be. It will move you, stir you and it
will warn you. For what it describes continues to happen, in Syria, in Saudia Arabia
and in at the very least, a psychological sense with our response to migration.
Elie Wiesel was born in a Hungarian ghetto. He spent his childhood in Auschwitz and
Buchenwald. It was in Buchenwald that his parents and younger sister died; no, they
were killed. In 1981, and from a distance, he wrote the story of his childhood and in
2016 I look back and wonder and ask the question, how can anyone recover from
such a childhood. The atrocities that he witnessed, that he described, were inhumane.
In fact they were not inhumane, they were terribly human and demonstrated what
human beings are capable of.
Some might say, we have heard enough of this, this all happened over 70 years ago. It
is time to forget, to let go. What a dreadful mistake that would be. Page after page,
blow after blow Elie Wiesel describes the torture and deaths of thousands, and of
individuals. It is in the individual stories that the pages almost weep. But weeping is
not enough if we do not heed the warnings.
We live in an increasingly secular country, a country that has lost its sense of a loving
God. Lost in our celebration of consumerism and celebrity where we have so much.
Elie Wiesel describes the very moment of his loss of faith, when as a child he
watched the hanging of another child, faith in a God who appeared to be blind and
deaf. A world in which he felt alone – without God and without man, a world
without love or mercy. There is a warning in this as well.
And you will be challenged too, challenged to live out God’s love and speak of it. And
will we be brave enough to speak of a God who suffered and suffers too so that we
might live and love as he loves us.
This book and others will be the basis of a series of assemblies that I will lead at
Bishop Stopford School later this month.

John Smith
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Lent Course
It seems that we have only just been celebrating the joys of Christmas and the
Epiphany and all too quickly we must turn our minds to Lent.
This year the Ministry Team have decided to use a course produced by Us (the new
name for USPG). It is a study course exploring migration and the global movement
of people, with stories and experiences from the world church.
The introduction to the course tells us that:
“The issue of migration is seldom out of the headlines and as a topic that
touches us all. Of course, migration is not a new phenomenon; people have
always been on the move. Let’s take the British isles as an example. According
to Prof Peter Donnelly of Oxford University: ‘Everyone in Britain is an
immigrant. There was no-one in Britain 10 to 11,000 years ago. It is only a
question of when people arrived.’
Whether speaking of Britain or Ireland – those described as ‘indigenous’
people are in fact descendants of Angles, Celts, Franks, Frisians, Jutes, Romans,
Saxons,Vikings and others who have arrived over the millennia. In the 19 th
Century Britain saw an influx of Irish people fleeing famine and Jewish people
fleeing persecution. In the last century, migrants arrived from the Indian
subcontinent, Hong Kong, the West Indies and China. And more recently,
there has been an increase in arrivals from Africa and Europe. And the
movement goes both ways; over the same period, millions have left Britain and
Ireland to begin new lives around the world.
So, where do we belong, if anywhere – and why does it matter?
The aim of this course is to open up these topics for discussion, exploring the
differences between migrants, refugees and internally displaced people.”
The course will draw on Scripture to discern how it can inform our thinking and
our decision making. It will challenge us as Christians to consider our response.
The Ministry Team believe this to be a course that is very relevant to the lives of all
of us, will challenge, stimulate and I hope inspire. Booklets will be provided in
advance of the start of the course. So please do complete the attached form if you
would like to take part.
As is usual for our Parish, the Course will begin on the Wednesday of the week
following Ash Wednesday.

Lesley McCormack
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Lent Course
I would like to take part in the Lent Course ‘Migration and Movement’ week
beginning 15th February. One session will be on a Wednesday, other sessions
arranged as far as we can to meet the needs of people wishing to attend
Name (please print)..............................................................................................
.....................................................................................................................................
I would like to attend an Afternoon Course / Evening Course (please delete
as appropriate)
I would prefer..............................................Afternoon
I would prefer..............................................Evening
Contact Details: Telephone No. .........................................................................
Email address: ...........................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................
Please return the form to Lesley or one of the churchwardens
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Our new Rector
This was the official notice given out after the interviews
at all 3 Sunday services.
APPOINTMENT OF RECTOR
“We are delighted to announce that, following interview and with the
agreement of the patron and of the parish representatives, the
Reverend Canon Andrew Hutchinson has accepted Bishop Donald's
invitation to become Rector of Kettering St Peter & St Paul w St
Michael & All Angels. Subject to the normal Church of England legal
and administrative procedures, Andrew will be instituted by the Bishop
of Peterborough on Saturday 19th March 2016 at 3.00 pm.
Andrew was ordained in 1989 and has served in the dioceses of
Blackburn, Lichfield, Hereford and Birmingham, where he is currently
both Chaplain to Solihull School and a team member in the Parish of St
Alphege, Solihull.
Andrew is tremendously excited and humbled about sharing the
ministry of the two churches, wider community and Diocese of
Peterborough. He would particularly like to thank everyone for their
prayers, loving support and kindness in appointing him as Rector. He is
truly grateful to you all and thanks God for this wonderful opportunity
to serve in such a vibrant and lovely place.
Bishop Donald and Archdeacon Gordon are very grateful to all who
helped with the preparation of the benefice profile, all the
arrangements for the interview day and for the continuing and
encouraging ministry of the parish in the service of Christ during the
vacancy. We ask for your prayers for Andrew as he prepares for his
move”.
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Choral Evensong

Sunday 31st January
6.00pm at Ss Peter & Paul

Evensong for Candlemas
This will not only be Evensong but also a celebration of light, and a great
candlelit procession for all in the congregation.
ALL WELCOME - Do come along for this special service to mark the end
of the Christmas and Epiphany season, before starting into the Lenten
season later in February.

Confirmation at Easter
The parish confirmation of adults takes place each year at the Easter Vigil,
which, in 2016, will fall on Saturday March 26th. If there are adult
worshipping members of the parish who have not been confirmed (or
possibly baptized), and who would be interested in preparing to take this
major step of Christian discipleship and commitment, they are asked to
speak to one of the clergy. Preparation is principally by participating in a
weekly discussion group from mid-January until Easter, and the experience
of those who have taken part in this in recent years has been one of
enjoyment, fellowship and growth

Mothers’ Union Meetings
January 19th

The Branch will be holding its Annual General Meeting on Tuesday, 19th January. 2016
subscriptions are due and will be collected at this meeting.

February 16th
All are welcome to our meeting : Meditation with music and readings for Lent.
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TAIZÉ – A community I became aware of in the early 1980’s when the priest in our
group of village churches in Suffolk took a pilgrimage to this ecumenical community
in Bordeaux. Very young children meant that I was unable to share this experience
directly, but all that our priest and the parish community brought back with them in
terms of their experience of the spirituality, the music had a profound effect upon
me and the ongoing life of our community. When the opportunities presented
themselves, we would draw on the waters of Taizé as it were, introducing the
repetitive meditative words and music into our experience of worship. Occasionally,
we would offer the experience of Taizé style worship and both these experiences
were valued by our congregations.
But what is Taizé? A little background.....
Everything began in 1940 when, at the age of 25, Brother Roger (the founder of the
Taizé community) left Switzerland, the country where he was born, to go and live in
France, the country his mother came from. For years he had been ill with
tuberculosis, and during that long convalescence he discerned within himself the call
to create a community. When the Second World War began, he had the conviction
that without wasting time he should come to the assistance of people going through
this ordeal, just as his grandmother had done during the First World War. The small
village of Taizé, where he settled, was quite close to the demarcation line dividing
France in two: it was well situated for sheltering refugees fleeing the war. Friends
from Lyon started giving the address of Taizé to people in need of a place of safety.
In Taizé, Brother Roger bought a house with outlying buildings that had been
uninhabited for years. Among the refugees they sheltered were Jews. Material
resources were limited. There was no running water, so for drinking water they had
to go to the village well. Food was simple, mainly soups made from corn flour bought
cheaply at the nearby mill. Out of discretion towards those he was sheltering,
Brother Roger prayed alone; he often went to sing far from the house, in the woods,
so that none of the refugees, Jews or agnostics, would feel ill-at-ease.
In the autumn of 1942, he warned them that their activities had been discovered by
the Gestapo and that everyone should leave at once. So until the end of the war, it
was in Geneva that Brother Roger lived and it was there that he began a common
life with his first brothers. They were able to return to Taizé in 1944.
Taizé is now a community of some 100 monks – brothers from across the world and
from different Christian tradition, Brother Roger’s vision being that ‘if we want to
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speak about peace, we cannot remain separate’. Over the years, young adults (and
also those young at heart!) have been going to Taizé in ever greater numbers. The
Sisters of Saint Andrew take on some of the tasks involved in welcoming the young
people.
So what is it that seems to draw so many people each year? In part the opportunity
to meet with Christians from all traditions, to talk, to share, to pray and to worship.
In part to share in the tasks of community living and the simplicity of that living. In
part the opportunity to share in a wonderfully reflective style of worship
underpinned by the simple, repetitive, meditative songs, a glimpse of which we were
given by our Choir very recently when they sang during Communion:
Wait for the Lord, whose day is near.
Wait for the Lord: keep watch, take heart!
These simple songs are something that I continue to draw on from time to time in
my own prayer life for they have the ability to draw me into the peace and the
stillness of God that I may be nourished and energised to undertake the mission that
is Christ’s calling of us all. I can only recommend that you try it for yourself – CDs of
Taizé music are readily available!
We glimpsed something of the worship experience at St. Michael’s in November
when we held an early evening service based on the Taizé experience – something
that had been particularly asked for.
So watch this space for we hope there may be further opportunities to experience
both the music and the worship of Taizé in the not too distant future.

Lesley McCormack

Brother Roger, founder of Taizé, with some of the young
people who come to the gatherings.
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On Line Resources to support or
re-kindle your spiritual life
Have you thought of using the internet to help your prayer life?
It certainly wasn’t something I was taught to do
when I was confirmed in 1968!
In recent years more and more excellent material has been appearing on the
internet. I particularly like Sacred Space. Sacred Space is designed to provide
people with a structure for daily prayer. The structure remains the same every day
with prayers and a bible passage but the prayers and readings change with the
seasons of the churches year and there is the opportunity to ‘go deeper’ if you have
time. This site is a joint venture by the Irish Jesuits and Loyola Press. It can be found
at http://www.sacredspace.ie and is also available as an app on Apple/iOS and
Android/Google Play devices.
On the Church of England website you can find the services of Morning Prayer,
Evening Prayer and Night Prayer for today, yesterday and the next four weeks, to
help you find time for God during your day. They can be found at
www.churchofengland.org/prayer-worship/join-us-in-daily-prayer.aspx
Church House Publishing have produced a new, free Daily Prayer app to make it
even easier to access Daily Prayer wherever you are. This is one of a number of very
helpful apps from the Church of England. Find out more here:
www.churchofengland.org/prayer-worship/worship/other-information/officialproducts/apps-for-worship.aspx
If Celtic Prayer appeals to you the Northumbria Community has a cycle of daily
prayers offering morning prayer, midday prayer, evening prayer and compline for each
day of the week, including scripture readings and meditations.
http://www.northumbriacommunity.org/offices
A rather different resource is a daily email from the Centre for Action and
Contemplation where Richard Rohr serves as founding director. He is a Franciscan
priest and psychotherapist who writes a daily reflection which helps to deepen faith
and spirituality as well as developing greater insights into scripture and how it relates
to our experience as human beings.You can find out more or sign up to receive
emails here:
https://cac.org/email-faq/
An Ignatian Prayer Adventure is an adapted version of the Spiritual Exercises. It is an
eight week programme perfectly timed for Lent and Easter but which may be used at
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any time of year. It offers a flexible experience of daily prayer and reflection and
serves as an introduction to Ignatian spirituality.
http://www.ignatianspirituality.com/ignatian-prayer/the-spiritual-exercises/an-ignatianprayer-adventure
I hope that some of you will find new resources from amongst these for your
spiritual journey.

Kate

Home Tutoring
Does your child need extra help with literacy, numeracy, reading or spelling?

Available for 4 – 10 year olds.
30 years experience of Primary teaching
Certificate in Education,
Advanced Diploma in Special Needs
Enhanced CRB check
Reasonable rates
Contact Chris Simmonds 01536 524908 or 07761647116.
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M A COALES
FAMILY BUTCHER

70, Hawthorn Road
KETTERING
Tel:512721
Meat purchased from traditional farms
including free range pork
Any type of order catered for, however large or small
Home made Sausages & Burgers a speciality

Kettering Property Services
All aspects of property maintenance including:
Kitchen supply & fit or fit only
Bathroom fitting, Tiling, Plumbing
uPVC Doors, Windows, Fascias, Gutters, etc
Garage conversions
Structural alterations
Decking, Fencing (metal or wood)
Made to measure gates
Wood/laminate floors
Full liability insurance
Free no obligation quotations

Mobile: 07713242418
Tel: 01536517803
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HAVENCOURT ROOFING
THE COMPLETE ROOFING SERVICE
All aspects of roofing work undertaken
Slating and Tiling
Chimneys
Guttering – renew or cleaning
Fascia and Soffits

Lead work
Flat roofs
Skylights

For a free quotation please call Wayne Boyce on
Mobile 07761657352
Home 01536 390511

NO JOB TOO SMALL

CHRIS DIAPER
ELECTRICAL

Wedding
Reception

EST 1983

A Toastmaster
will ensure the smooth
running of your
Reception.

Domestic,
industrial &
Commercial
Electrical Contractor

Robert Civil

London Guild of Toastmasters
& Member of
Institute of Toastmasters
Of Great Britain

78 Neale Ave Kettering
NN16 9HE
TEL: 01536 520779
MOBILE:07850 385538

01536 482395
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LEE HART
Plastering

25 Years Experience
 Ceilings
 Skimming
 Dry Lining

 Rendering
 Coving
 Re-skims

For a reliable, friendly and efficient service
call 01536 484158 or 077578 31177
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LAWN MOWER
Repairs, Servicing & Sales

JOHN COLE
58 Chase View Road,
Geddington
NN14 1AQ
0795 100 4387
01536 745771

R.F.BLOUNT
PLUMBING, HEATING &
ELECTRICAL SERVICES
Free Quotations
Gas & Oil Appliance Servicing
Domestic & Industrial
Installation and Maintenance
Fitted Bathrooms
Design & Installation

Unit 2, Garrard Way,
A1/M1 Business Centre
KETTERING
Northants, NN16 8TD
Tel: (01536) 514046
19

Services
Sunday
7.45am.
9.00am.
10.30am.
6.00pm.

Said Eucharist (BCP)
Said Eucharist with hymns (St. Michael’s)
(Sunday School in Scout Hut)
Sung Eucharist (Sunday Club in Hall)
Evensong (on the last Sunday of each
month or as advertised)

Weekdays
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

12.15pm. Said Eucharist
9.30am. Said Eucharist (St. Michael’s)
9.15am. Said Eucharist

Daily Offices: 8.30 am Morning Prayer & 5.00 pm Evening Prayer, Monday —Friday
See Diary/Newsletter for other services on Saints’ days.

Clergy
Parish Priest
[Vacancy]
Assistant Priest
The Revd Dr John Smith
34 Poplars Farm Road,
Barton Seagrave, NN15 5AG
Tel: 513786 email: johns@peterandpaul.org.uk
Assistant Priest
The Revd Canon Lesley McCormack
Barnbrook, Water Lane,
Chelveston, Wellingborough, NN9 6AP
Tel: 01933 626636 email: lesley@peterandpaul.org.uk

For full details of church officials & organisations
see the information brochure available in church, or visit our

Parish Web site: www.peterandpaul.org.uk
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